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The Story of an Invalid Missionary 


By Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, Th.B., M.A. . : 


GEORGE GALANAKIS is known in Greece as 
the man with two lives. During the war he was shot by the 
Nazis six times through the body and once through the 
head. His “executioners” thought that he was dead. But in 
the providence of God his life could not be terminated. 
Christ wanted to give him life eternal because He knew 
what a blessing he would be in the ensuing years. For ten 
solid years he has been on his bed of affliction 85% -in- 
capacitated, paralyzed on one side, blind in one eye and 
constantly shaken with convulsive fits. Can a man like that 
be used as a missionary? 

Through his “execution” experience and what follow- 
ed he accepted Christ as his personal Saviour. In the morn- 
ing, disregarding physical excruciating pain, he and his wife 
always start the day with the singing of a Gospel hymn. He 
has become the unexplainable sufferer of Greece. People 
passing by stop in to see what it is all about. Everybody 
gets from his mouth a living testimony to the saving grace 
of the Lord Jesus. They are all amazed at how a man who 
has suffered so much can be so happy and rejoicing. He al- 
ways has his answer ready: “It is Christ revealed in the 
Book,” he says as he hands the visitor a copy of the New 
Testament. The word about George Galanakis spreads like 
wildfire. Men and women stream into his little 8’ x 10’ 
room eager to know what makes him happy. Thus his room, 
bare as it is with only a bed, a chair and a tiny table, has 
become a great evangelistic center. There is nothing that 
breaks his heart more than to have to send people away 
without giving them God’s Word. One night as I visited him, 
the first thing that he said to me was: “Did you bring me 
Scriptures? There are so many. waiting.” Later a brother 
who was there informed me that they hardly had anything 
to eat that day, and yet instead of asking for something for 
his stomach, he was asking for the Bread of Life for other 
starving souls. Maybe after you read this short sketch of the 
life and ministry of this invalid missionary, you will never 
permit him to send away anyone empty-handed. 


His Story in a Newspaper and the Athens Radio Station 


As the word about George Galanakis spread even 
among influential people, the medical editor of a large 
Athens newspaper and one of the broadcasters of the Athens 
Radio Station heard about-him. From the columns of the 
newspaper and through the radio everyone was invited to 
write to this exceptional man and find out the secret of his 
happy life. The invitation was especially directed to shut- 
ins, invalids and patients in the hospitals and homes. The 
assurance is given that George, who has been through some 
of the most trying experiences, is able to spread hope where 
there seems to be no hope. 

As soon as these announcements were given out, our 
invalid missionary found his little room flooded with letters 
from all over Greece. “I never realized,” said George, “that 
there are so many afflicted people and so many who long 
for happiness. I have no doubt that this earth is inhabited 
by unhappy people.” And now as a result of this, our broth- 
er is in full-time service for the One Who came to give the 
joy that no other can give and no one can take away. “Ever 
since my salvation four years ago,” George wrote in a most 
recent report, “I have always believed that the Christian 
should never wait for opportunities for witnessing to come 
to him, but he should try to create such opportunities. 

“I praise God for the Postal Services today to carry 
the message of the Gospel to others where I cannot go. Al- 
ways each letter that leaves my little room is accompanied 


by a Greek New Testament, a Bible, or some Gospel por- _ 


tion, or by a copy of the evangelistic magazine “The Voice 
of the Gospel,’ or by a tract, all depending on what supply 
of this Gospel literature and Scriptures I have.” 

In His Poverty a Benefactor 


Just recently as a result of our assistance our brother 


has been able to receive some medical care and physiothera- 
peutic treatments, but above all, as‘a result of prayer and 
God’s healing hand upon him as a reward for his faithful- 
ness in witnessing, George is able to stand up and take a 
step or two, which he was unable to do for ten years. He 
firmly believes that the Lord will one day enable him to 
stand by the bedside of those with whom he now corre- 
sponds. He has just written to us telling us that it is so 
necessary for him to have some instruments for his physio- 
therapy which will cost him $85. Meanwhile he was so 
deeply touched with the condition and the need of a young 
tubercular man who wrote him and whom he led to Christ, 
that he sent him his wheel chair which he had just acquired. 
Such generosity and self-denial truly put this writer to 
shame. Oh! for more love toward my Lord and my fellow 
men. This young man to whom George gave the wheel chair 
is Evangelos Kassimatis, only 27 and in the sanitarium. 
After a long treatment against tuberculosis he became well 
but immediately afterwards was struck by polio and now is 
completely paralyzed. Whenever anybody asked him for his 
name his answer always was: “A bird withqut wings.” 
“When he wrote me that,” Brother Galanakis said, “I de- 
cided to make my wheel chair his wings.” 


A Broadcaster Distributes God’s Word 


“Mrs. G. . . . of the Athens Radio Station,” writes 
Bro. George, “‘just told me that the 350 Bibles and Testa- 
ments and other Gospel books which I sent her following 
her previous visit have already been distributed in leper 
colonies, sanitariums and hospitals. She is asking me for 
more and I promised I would send them. Won’t you please, 
dear Christians who read my report, send me sufficient 
Bibles and Testaments and other Gospel literature so that 
I may pass them on to these suffering people in the various 
institutions in Greece? What a marvelous opportunity is 
presented to us with the co-operation of the radio station!” 


Starving in Order to Send the Gospel out 


After giving us a number of thrilling experiences of 
contacts with sinners, our invalid missionary writes in con- 
clusion: “I close this report of mine with great joy for the 
blessings that God has brought upon this little room of 
mine, which every one calls a Gospel Center. Our prayer is 
that the Lord may enable us to work even more for Him. 
Both my wife and I are completely surrendered to Him and 
we have placed our weak bodies at His disposal. Please do 
pray for us because the work is heavy. I wonder if you 
realize how many letters and Scriptures leave this little 
room each day. Many times it is necessary for us to spend 
the money that you send us for our food and drugs in order 
to buy stamps to mail letters and packages to these despair- 
ing souls to bring the Gospel to them. Wouldn't it be won- 
derful if the Lord touched some hearts to care for this need 
of the postage and also provide the hundreds and thousands 
of Scriptures that are needed for the people whom I am 
endeavoring to reach with the Gospel all over Greece!” 

May we ask you please to pray earnestly for the min- 
istry of this dear invalid missionary. We trust that you will 
take him upon your heart as your own missionary repre- 
sentative to the afflicted people of Greece. He so desperately 
needs Greek Testaments and they can be gotten at five for 
a dollar. Those who wish to help George in his personal 
needs and those of his evangelistic work please send your 
contributions to the American Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. 
Spiros Zodhiates, General Secretary, Dept. E, P. O. Box 423, 
New York 36, N. Y. ‘To any one who writes we shall send 
the 61-page diary of Mr. Zodhiates’ second missionary jour- 
ney to Greece which contains a picture of George Galanakis 
and his wife. —Adv. 
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Dear Reader: 


“Sincere congratulations for putting out the best Christian 
film I have ever seen, The Geography of Salvation. It has 
the punch of real evangelism without being too sentimen- 
tal.” 


That is one pastor's opinion of one of our films. We haven't said 
very much about our films recently but despite that fact, because of 
recommendations from pastors who have used them, they are kept 
busy and are being used to the glory of the Lord. 


.For instance, Geography of Salvation was shown at a young 
people’s group last July. Just a few attended because of the heat and 
the season but after the showing one of the girls who attended led 
to Christ a friend she had brought with her. This is not an unusual 
occurrence, and it is not because of a strong emotional climax to 
the plot of the film. On the contrary, the film sticks to the presenta- 
tion of salvation in the simple language of the Scriptures. At the 
same time it cuts away the ground from under those who attempt to 
fool themselves into believing that they can be “good enough” by 
their own efforts to get into Heaven. 


This fall we are adding to our list a new title, Giants, Grass- 
hoppers, and God. \t is a short, 14-minute film, which presents two 
views of life's problems: viewed in relationship to ourselves or 
viewed in relationship to our great God. It is suitable for Christian 
and non-Christian audiences and any age group from junior high up. 


Why Christ Had to Die is another short film which presents 
forcefully the fact that sinful man has no other possible approach to 
God except through Jesus Christ. While this is a simple blackboard 
type of teaching film, many friends having seen all of the films 
have said this one is the most effective. 


The last of our four available films is Three Equals One. Along 
with magnificent scenes of nature’s splendor, the triune nature of 
God is simply presented in layman's language for all to understand. 


These films are available through your favorite film rental 
library or may be ordered through our Films & Recording Division. 
The rental prices are as follows: 


Giants, Grasshoppers, and God, Black and White, $4.00 
Why Christ Had to Die, Color, $6.00 
Three Equals One, Color, $8.00 
Geography of Salvation, Color, $15.00 
Cordially, 
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Mel Dibble 


Sept. 5-11, First Baptist Church, Franklin, Ohio; 
Sept. 12-18, First Baptist Church, Hillsboro, 
Ohio; Sept. 25-30, Victory Memorial Baptist 
Church, Louisville, Ky. 


Robert R. Fritsch 


Sept. 3-5, Mennonite Bible Conference, Finland, 
Pa.; Sept. 6-9, Bible Conference, Windsor Ave. 
Bible Church, Oceanside, Long Island, N. Y.; 
Sept. 25-29, First Methodist Church Bible Con- 
ference, Collingswood, N. J. 


Ralph L. Keiper 


Sept. 9-11, Haddon Heights Baptist Young Peo- 
ple’s Conference, Sandy Cove, Northeast, Md.; 
Sept. 18, Evening Service, Blue Church, Spring- 
field, Pa.; Sept. 23, 30, 8:00 p.m., First Baptist 
Church, New York, N. Y.; Sept. 25, 11:00 a.m. 
and 7:45 p.m., First Baptist Church, New York, 
N. Y. 


William A. Mierop 


Sept. 11, 18, Broadway Presbyterian Church, 
New York, N. Y.; Sept. 25, Francis Childs Meth- 
odist Church, Collingswood, N. J. 





*FAMILY NEEDS* 


A Christian camp for Spanish-speaking 
young people reaching Puerto Ricans in 
New York City is in need of camping equip- 
ment—including sofas, chairs, Jamps, rugs, 
dressers, etc. Anyone interested in donating 
furnishings may contact Rev. Arturo C. 
Lopez, 338 E. 14st St., Bronx 54, N. Y. 

Information on where equipment can be 
purchased reasonably would also be wel- 
comed. 


A pastor whose ministry would be greatly 
aided by a commentary is interested in ob- 
taining an old set of Matthew Henry’s 
Commentary. He is working in India under 
the Ceylon and India General Mission. Any- 
one who would like to donate such a set 
may write to Box A, ETERNITY, 1716 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





“OBJECTALKS”— 20 bright Bible talks 
to boys and girls illus- 
trated by familiar objects. 
“TALKS ON TEXTS”—50 children’s 
sermons. Illu- 
minated by fascinating illustrations. 
“PAPER TEARING TALKS”—15 gospel 
talks. Paper is folded then torn and the 
object is unfolded. Interesting to old 
and young. Full directions. 
A PASTOR writes: “Your talks are the 
best I have ever 
used or have been able to find.” 
ANOTHER Says: “I use your talks in 
D.V.B.S. with a lot of success.” 
55 talks—a whole year with the Each set $1.00 
Children. Over 100,000 in use. All three $2.00 
HADDON SERVICE, Box 164-E, Fairfield, Conn. 
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NOW AND LATER 
The September issue is packed with 
good things, starting with the lead arti- 
cle, “Awakening in Borneo,” which de- 





scribes one of the best examples which 
has come to our attention of the indigen- 
ous church in operation. 

Carrying on the missionary theme, 
“Needed: A New Emphasis in Missions.” 
In our opinion, Mr. Strachan’s thoughts 
are worthy of consideration for we re- 
gard him as one of the outstanding mis- 
sionary leaders in the world today. 

Although we did not set out to make 
this a missionary issue, the Editor—just 
back from two months in Europe—has 
given us some interesting observations 
in his report on “The Gospel in Latin 
Europe,” and David Adeney, missionary 
secretary of Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship, has written on “Christianity and 
Communism.” 

In the area of Bible study we are glad 
to announce that Dr. Barnhouse has re- 
sumed his “Meditations in Isaiah,” and 
we are’ pleased to present a study of 
one of our Lord’s miracles, by Dr. 
Charles C. Ryrie, assistant professor of 
Systematic Theology at Dallas Theologi- 
cal Seminary. We hope to present more 
of these studies in the miracles in the 
near future. 
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Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


Sept. 1-3, Sandy Cove, Northeast, 
Md.; Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25, Tenth Pres- 
byterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26, New York Bible 
Class, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
New York, N. Y.; Sept. 13-16, First 
Presbyterian Church, Norristown, 
Pa.; Sept. 20-23, Memorial Presby- 
terian Church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
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This wind instrument is played by many of the southeast Asian peoples. 


\wakening 
in Borneo 


Bv E. STAFFORD YOUNG 


Vice-President, Borneo Evangelical Mission 


the northwest coast of Borneo, made a remark rare from 


ir Charles Vyner Brooke, despotic ruler of Sarawak on 
a rajah: “You have done more good in a few years than 


_ the government has in forty.” 


In this remark, he made his bow to a work of the Spirit 
of God not, as he thought, to the men of the Borneo Evan- 
gelical Mission. Sir Charles had in mind the radical change 
that had come over the Murut tribe. 

He himself at one stage had actually forbidden us to visit 
these people. But before this veto young missionaries had 
plodded over steep jungle hills and flooded rivers on that 
most profound and basic of all mission enterprises—the 
preaching of the evangel. It was a case of preach long and 
hard, trudge on, preach again, and on to those drink- 
besotted Muruts, decadent, diseased, and dirty. As with all 
Borneo peoples, bound by fear of evil spirits, they served 
and worshiped them and followed the useless omens of the 
tribe. 

The Muruts responded well to the gospel but overstepped 
the mark with some excesses and that was where the rajah 
moved in with his veto on us, and in effect, kept us out for 
five years. 

The writer vividly remembers the trip to the inland 
Muruts after that period. A vast change had taken place; 
something new was afoot; people came running in to hear 
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the gospel. Stranger than all the interest was the sound of 
prayer early and late. To me, it was staggering to become 
aware of spiritual life where none was expected. And if I 
doubted the depth of such life, it was easily proved by the 
complete absence of alcohol. They had turned from drunk- 
enness and even moderate drinking and had left off the use 
of tobacco and betel nut chewing. These three things had 
gone. Houses were clean and leaders were eager for the 
spiritual “know how” on all village problems. 

Perhaps this openness to know and obey all that was re- 
quired of them was the most outstanding feature of their 
new life. This new fashion of life had gone through the 
whole tribe, giving rise to the rajah’s remark that opens 
this-article. We call this “the Murut miracle.” Today this 
tribe is the main feeder for the Lawas Bible School. 

The Borneo Evangelical Mission has been burdened 
with the need for missionaries taking hands off and really 
letting the national church of the country feel its feet, and 
letting the people’s own conscience and the Holy Spirit 
direct them. (We actually work under a fifteen-year plan. 
Ten of these remain, after which we hope-to leave the 
nationals on their own). 

In line with this we missionaries ‘must be willing for 
strange guidance. God indeed took us to the Kayans and 
Kenyahs of the great Baram River basin through a tragic 
murder of some Christian Muruts by another tribe. This 


A sleeping mat is hung up just to shelter the fire. 
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This is all a Penan family possesses. 


happened near our Lawas headquarters and the govern- 
ment and one of our missionaries went to investigate. Ac- 
companying the government officer was a headman from 
the Baram who invited our missionary over to his valley, 
saying the Roman Catholics were going up the Baram, for 
to them the Baram river coastal areas had been zoned for 
many years. The whole .set of circumstances drove our 
missionary from his heavy round of routine duties over to 
visit this new place and people. This invitation was strategic, 
for one thing which always weighs with the government is 
a request for certain specified missionaries from the village 
itself and its headman. 

The story of the Baram has been as dramatic as the Murut 
field only here it has been villages which have turned, 
not the whole tribe. Here opposing Romanism has taken 
some villages. (A whole village lives in one or two long 
houses, some up to half a mile long.) In many cases there 
have been intense forces drawing to the new Christ and 
His freedom, strongly opposed by fear of spirit anger. 

In one case a whole long house was converted, but not 
until one by one the witch doctors’ resistance was worn 
down. When the last “witch woman” gave in, it was true 
the last personal resistance had gone, but there still re- 
mained the fear of unseen forces. One man, who had lost 
all of his three children, leapt up with a shriek and cut 


(Continued on page 47) 














At_the invitation of the Editor, Dr. 
Frank E. Gaebelein, headmaster of Stony 
Brook School on Long Island, has served 
as guest editorial writer. We highly com- 
mend him to our readers.—EDS. 


HOW TO MEET THE CHALLENGE 
OF UNBELIEF 


Said a Christian young man who had 
gone to a secular university: “My trou- 
ble was that I entered college feeling 
that spiritually I knew all the answers. 
I had a tight system which, I thought, 
explained everything. But I soon found 
that there were other points of view, 
seemingly just as logical as mine.” The 
conflict was a severe one for this young 
man, but he kept the faith. Not all 
evangelical youth who go to secular col- 
leges do as well; in some cases faith, if 
not irretrievably lost, is so eclipsed as to 
be blighted for years. 


What is the answer? Well, for one 
thing, secular colleges can be avoided. 
Yet for the writer of these paragraphs 
that is not the whole solution. While be- 
lieving in the unique mission of the 
Christian college, he nevertheless does 
not think that Christian youth must 
never go to secular institutions. More- 
over, the challenge of secular thought is 
not confined to the university campus. 
Christians who have had the best evan- 
gelical education from kindergarten 
through college cannot avoid, if they 
read and think and mingle with their 
fellowmen, coming up against secular 
thought; unless they live in isolation 
from the world to which they must wit- 
ness, they, too, cannot escape the chal- 
lenge of unbelief. 


In point of fact, the long-range answer 
to the problem has to do more with at- 


6 It takes apostolic zeal to do apostolic work 


titudes than with logical systems or 
withdrawal from all opposing views. 
There is, in the first place, the attitude 
of humility. God is greater than all our 
systems. The mystery of the Person of 
Christ, the God-man, transcends any hu- 
man Christological formulation, how- 
éver profound; the inspired Word of 
God contains depths of meaning into 
which we have not yet penetrated; there 
are, in Scripture, levels of truth yet to 
be explored. It is, therefore, a mistake 
to consider our human systems, orthodox 
though they may be, as the final word. 
The only final word is God’s Word. 
And, as the Puritan leader, John Robin- 
son of Leyden, said: “God has yet more 
truth to break forth out of His Holy 
Word.” If we think that the system we 
hold contains all the answers, then we 
are claiming to have reduced the deep 
things of God, the mysteries of His Be- 
ing and His Sovereignty, to the limits 
of our human reason—a strange shrink- 
age of the infinite to the dimensions of 
the finite. 


Humility, then, is an essential safe- 
guard against the over-assurance that 
falls prey to the challenge of plausible 
unbelief. The Sovereign God is not ac- 
countable to us men. As Paul exclaim- 
ed, “How unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out!” 
The Almighty is under no obligation to 
explain everything to His creatures. 
Where Scripture is silent, we must be 
content to say in faith, as did Cecil 
Alexander of the atonement: 


We may not know, we cannot tell 
What pains He had to bear: 

But we believe it was for us 

He hung and suffered there. 


There are many things, aside from the 
extent of their Lord’s suffering, that 


: 


Christians “may not know . . . cannot 
tell,” among them being some of the 
“things most surely believed among us.” 
To insist on rationalizing them fully is 
not the part of faith. But to believe 
them to the extent of living in them and 
by them carries more conviction than a 
thousand arguments. 

Another attitude that furnishes a safe- 
guard against the secular challenge to 
Christian faith is that of a suspended 
judgment. There are questions about 
the Bible for which there are no “pat” 
answers. These do not concern such 


_ things as the nature of the Deity and 


His Sovereignty, which, as we have just 
seen, we believe though we cannot fully 
understand. Rather do they relate, to 
matters of history and - interpretation. 
But, search as we may, there are times 
when we cannot find the answers. 

What, then, does an intelligent, Chris- 
tian do? He simply admits his ignorance 
and resolutely keeps an open mind. He 
suspends judgment, awaiting further 
evidence. For he knows that inability 
to answer a question now does not mean 
that the question will never be answer- 
ed. Bible study, particularly during the 
last fifty years, is a continuing record of 
questions answered and Scripture con- 
firmed. It is the open mind that dis- 
covers truth in relation to the Bible just 
as in any other field. 

Finally, the Christian who would 
stand firm against the challenge of un- 
belief, whether in college or in the 
stress of business or profession, must 
nourish his inner life. This means the 
spiritual discipline of daily prayer and 
Bible reading without which no man 
can grow in the Lord. It means also fel- 
lowship with other Christians in the 
worship of God in the church, and es- 
pecially the remembrance of Christ at 
the Lord’s Table. No believer who has 
daily fellowship with the living Lord 
and who can say with Paul, “To me to 
live is Christ,” will fail to meet the chal- 
lenge of unbelief. 


OF MAKING MANY CREEDS 


One of the characteristics of funda- 
mentalism is its propensity for construct- 
ing new doctrinal statements. Another 
mission is formed, an independent 
church organized, or an educational in- 
stitution founded; and immediately a 
brand new doctrinal statement is drawn 
up. So often does this happen that one 
is tempted to paraphrase Ecclesiastes 12: 
12 and say: “Of making many creeds 
there’ is no end.” 

The practice has its merits and also its 
hazards. On the credit side is the fact 
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that, if done thoughtfully, prayerfully, 
and in accord with Scripture, the con- 
struction of a doctrinal statement may 
be an enriching experience. For it is al- 
ways helpful to endeavor to think 
through and express clearly the basic 
Christian positions. Not only that, but a 
new enterprise should nail its colors to 
the masthead for all to see. 

There is, however, another aspect of 
the matter. Not always does the new 
doctrinal statement come out of careful 
and prayerful study of the Scriptures. 
Sometimes it is nothing more than a 
superficial restatement of other men’s 
formulations that have in turn been ar- 
rived at through a like superficiality. 
Some years ago the writer of this editor- 
ial participated in a meeting for the or- 
ganization of a certain mission. The 
leader of the mission, a man of un- 
questioned orthodoxy, presented the 
doctrinal statement on which the mis- 
sion was to be based. In the part having 
to do with our Lord, the doctrines of the 
virgin birth, the vicarious atonement, 
and the second coming were clearly 
specified. But there was no mention of 
the resurrection; the leader had simply 
forgotten to include it. 

The illustration is extreme, but it 
points to the danger of unconscious 
heresy in the making of creeds. Actually 
it takes extraordinary depth and breadth 
of scholarship, both historically and 
Scripturally, to write a really adequate 
doctrinal statement. Let the Lord’s peo- 
ple declare where they stand. And at the 
same time let them be very careful that 
what they say is true and in every re- 
spect compatible with the Word of God. 
Nor should they neglect to study the 
creeds and confessions of the church. 
The great formulations of the faith, 
hammered out in the white heat of con- 
troversy by some of Christianity’s great- 
est thinkers, are living still. Evangelicals 
can yet learn something from Nicea, 
Chalcedon, and Westminster. 


OF MAKING MANY BOOKS 


“Of making many books,” said the 
Preacher, “there is no end.” Although 
these words were certainly true when 
first set down, not even Solomon could 
forsee the enormous heightening of their 
meaning in our day. A swelling flood 
of literature—some of it good, some of 
it bad, a little bit of it excellent, and 
most of it mediocre or worse—is pouring 
from the presses all over the world. And 
not the least of publications in sheer 
numbers are those books classified as 
religious. 

Within the last quarter century, 
America has seen a tremendous growth 
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of religious publishing, especially along 
evangelical lines. The result is that to- 
day the Christian publishing houses are 
issuing books in ever-increasing num- 
bers. As a business, evangelical publish- 
ing is a success; more than that, books 
that are doctrinally orthodox are being 
printed and sold in greater quantities 
than ever before. 

But there are other criteria for Chris- 
tian publishing than circulation or even 
orthodoxy. Along with mounting sales, 
there is the inescapable responsibility 
for quality and for standards. Publishing 
is certainly a business. Yet it is more 
than that; because of the power of the 
printed word, it is to a unique degree 
a stewardship. This being the case, it 
may well be that the time has come for 
Christian publishing to re-think its re- 
sponsibilities, particularly in the light of 
some current practices. 

Consider, for example, the present 
vogue of reprints. Beginning with the 
laudable project of presenting some of 
the great devotional and theological 
classics in new and attractive format, 
capably and carefully edited, a river of 
reprints of all kinds is now flowing 
from the evangelical presses of America. 
Books that were valuable and helpful in 
their day, but whose circulation has 
waned, are being reissued without any 
particular warrant beyond the fact that 
they are associated with honored Christ- 
ian leaders of the past. Copyrights have 
run out; therefore reprints can be manu- 
factured and sold without any royalty 
payments whatever. 

Such books can be sold at much profit 
—for a time. But no books that have not 
stood the test of the years can be perma- 
nently resuscitated by reprinting. Even 
though some thousands of copies may be 
disposed of, the books will die once 
more, in spite of the artificial respiration 
accorded them. The fact of the matter 
is that the number of books that really 
deserve reprinting is very, very small, 
simply because authentic classics in any 
field of literature are very few and far 
between. 

There is, however, another aspect of 
the current flood of reprints. To put it 
bluntly, it is doing a disservice to the 
cause of evangelicalism. Let no one 
think that other segments of Christian- 
ity are unaware of what is going on. In 
a time when there is something of a 
renaissance of scholarly interest in Bib- 
lical theology, the impression is to some 
extent being given that evangelical 
scholarship is so poverty-stricken that it 
has little of present-day relevance to 
contribute. Granted that the judgment 
may be unfair, the fact remains that 
those who are not sympathetic with a 


thorough-going evangelicalism are quick 
to make such deductions. ——_ ' 
What is needed right now is nothing 


less than a moratorium: upon reprints of - 


all but the greatest Christian classics. 
Profits may be less. But if some of the 
money going into books that served 
their times but have failed to survive 


were put into the publication of more ~ 


books of intellectual and spiritual dis- 
tinction, such as some evangelical schol- 
ars are writing and some Christian pub- 
lishers have already printed, great good 
would be done. Christian novels, chorus 
books, and other lighter publications 
will probably always be with us. Yet it 
remains true that the stewardship of 
evangelical publishing entails a sacred 
responsibility of leadership in bringing 
out fresh material that will stimulate 
Biblical scholarship and strengthen the 
position of evangelicalism in a day when 
the world so greatly needs the truth. 


REALITY IN WORSHIP 


Two friends were talking very frankly 
about the spiritual life- With deep con- 
cern one of them said something like 
this: “I used to pray and read my Bible 
daily. But I got very little out of it and 
so I have stopped; it just didn’t seem 
honest to keep up a practice that had 
become so unreal. Yet I am unsatisfied 
spiritually and hungry for God. Tell me 
how I can get back to reality.” 

The other, an older Christian, said 
the usual things about spiritual disci- 
pline and the necessity of daily feeding 
on the Word—all very true, but they did 
not help his friend who felt so strongly 
the futility of keeping on with what had 
become in his mind a vacant pretence. 

Realizing that the question had not 
been answered, the more experienced 
Christian turned and said: “But what, 
after all, is the deepest motive of Chris- 
tian worship? Do we read God’s Word 
and pray to Him just for what we get 
out of it? Is the reason for our devotion 
simply the feelings of peace and uplift 
that we get?” 

God used these simple words to show 
the troubled Christian the root of his 
difficulty. It was the common error, into 
which all of us have at some time fallen, 


‘of measuring our devotional life by what 


we are getting out of it, thus forgetting 
that we worship God for His own sake, 
not for our spiritual gain. 

But the only valid motive for worship 
is that worship belongs to God. It is His 
eternal right and His incontestable due. 
Our feelings, in the first instance, have 
nothing to do with it. Worship is every 
Christian’s inescapable duty, regardless 

(Continued on page 47) 
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The Gospel in Latin Europe 


Some Observations on the State 


of the Church on the Continent 


Europe today. Our plane touched down at Gander in 

Newfoundland one evening, at the Azores for breakfast. 
By noon we were in Lisbon, Portugal. There was quite a 
crowd to meet us at the airport—the Sutherland family, 
members of Tenth Church in Philadelphia (he is in the U. 
S. Embassy in Lisbon); the McKenzies, members of Ward 
Memorial Church in Detroit (he is on a contract with 
the Portuguese government as inspector of their arse- 
nals as an expert in munitions); Dr. Latham Wright, in 
charge of Presbyterian work in Portugal; Dr. Cecil Scott, 
director of the missionary center of Lisbon; and Senor 
Guido Olliviera, pastor of one of the fine Protestant groups 
in Lisbon. Our own party, Mrs. Barnhouse and myself, ac- 
companied by Miss Naomi Veit, who has been my secretary 
for several years, and Miss Dorothy Wagner, former church 
secretary of Tenth Church, had been augmented by two 
young people we had met on the plane, the Rev. and Mrs. 
Donald Houston, pastor of a United Presbyterian Church 
in the suburbs of Pittsburgh. 

The Lisbon friends took us in charge for an afternoon of 
sight-seeing, with memories of Columbus, Vasco de Gama, 
and other discoveries and explorers, and with a visit to a 
museum which contains rooms for each of the provinces 
of Portugal, showing the manners and customs of the people, 
with exhibits of the primitive ways of agriculture and life 
which still prevail within a few miles of the capital. 

That evening we went to the mid-week meeting at one 
of the Protestant churches. If the life of a church can be 
judged by its mid-week meeting, this church must be con- 
sidered as very alive. There were more than a hundred 
Portuguese present, and the chaplain of one of the ships of 


T= is more of a travel diary than it is a formal essay on 


the U. S. Navy, several of which were lying at anchor in the _ 


Tagus River, was present with about twenty American 
sailors. There was live singing and earnest prayer, and then 
I brought a Bible study message to the group. At the close 
a Portuguese woman, who had never before attended a 
Protestant church, came to the pastor, with the friends who 
had brought her, saying that she had felt a spiritual need all 
her life. She had attended the Roman church, and had 
never discovered what she wanted to find until that evening. 
She eagerly asked the hours of the Sunday services and said 


8 The way you pray reveals the state of your spiritual growth 
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she would be back. There are thousands of sincere souls 
who are in the same situation, misled by their priests to be- 
lieve that Protestants are horrible heretics and that any 
association with them would bring damnation of the soul. 
In Portugal there is liberty of worship and the Protestants 
have opportunity to make known the true Christian faith. 

The next day we were taken out to Carcavelos to the 
theological seminary which is maintained by the combined 
forces of the evangelical churches. The Protestant tradition 
in Portugal is from the Reformed Church, and the students 
come from all sections of the church as well as from the 
Portuguese colonies overseas. We were at the seminary at 
the hour of final examinations, and fourteen students were 
diligently writing when they were interrupted in order that 
we might meet them. There were black men from Angola, 
Mozambique, and other parts of Portuguese Africa. There 
were white students from different churches in Portugal and 
one from Brazil. 

I was impressed by the spirit of the place and by men 
who were directing the work. One missionary couple from 
the United States, the Rev. and Mrs. Herbert Meza, were 
originally from the Spanish work in Tampa, Florida, and 
are enthusiastic evangelicals. The acting head of the work is 
the Rev. Latham Wright, born in Brazil of missionary par- 
ents and now working in Portugal. 

From Carcavelos we drove on under beautiful skies to 
lunch near Estoril, where tired fishermen, who had toiled 
through the dawn hours, slept on the sand near their mend- 
ed nets which were drying in the sun. Then on, up, over 
the mountains, through great forests of pine trees, past the 
ruins of a quaint monastary of the Capucines, to the moun- 
tain castle of the Portuguese kings, Sintra. This castle is not 
great in comparison with the French chateaux or the Ger- 
man Schlésser, but its site is wonderful and all nature was 
smiling on this first day of a much-needed vacation. 

The next day we were at the airport early and little more 
than an hour later we were in Madrid. We found a bright- 
eyed young man who had a small car for hire, and his prices 
were so reasonable that we engaged him for two days. What 
was our astonishment when we found, on our Saturday’s 
trip over the mountains from Miraflores to Segovia and its 
Roman ruins, that he was a believer, and that he had been 
led to Christ only five years before by a young Protestant, 
who is now a student for the ministry. After our afternoon 
at the Escorial, this young chauffeur took us to one of the 
Protestant churches, which had no sign outside to indicate 
what it was, and there we met a group of young Spaniards 
who were sitting around a table, reading the Word of God 
together. 
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The next day was Sunday and I was to preach in one of 
the Reformed churches. There had been no advance an- 
nouncement of my coming, but it was a church in which I 
had previously ministered on several occasions and it was 
good to meet old friends in Christ. It was the day of Pente- 
cost, which is widely celebrated in Europe as a great holiday, 
since the Monday is also a holiday. Paris newspapers head- 
lined that a million people would leave the city for the 
country. In spite of the holiday, there were about 150 people 
present. The dear pastor is almost eighty years old and has 
preached faithfully through many years. A sermon in Spain 
is often a high literary essay and the people do not grow 
deeply in the truth. The great need in Spain is for Bible 
teaching, and there is very little of it, and almost no books 
on the subject. The need is very great. In the evening I 
preached in the evangelical hall in Trafalgar Street. Several 
years ago we published pictures of this hall as it was when 
first built, as it was when wrecked ‘by Roman Catholic 
hoodlums, and as it was after its restoration. This is the 
most active meeting of Christians in Madrid. Again, how- 
ever, the pastor is an elderly man, and there is great need 
for younger men to take up the work which will be leader- 
less in a few years. There were several hundred people pres- 
ent, and I was asked to bring an evangelistic message. I 
could not help but feeling, afterwards, that this group did 
not need to hear the gospel one more time, but that they 
needed to have the Bible opened and some portion of it 
made clear for them. ‘The secret of growth. is Bible study. 


Monday, we went to Toledo and Aranjuez with our young 
Christian chauffeur. We told him that it was a pity he spoke 
no English, as he would be able to guide Americans visit- 
ing Spain if he could only speak English. He told us that 
his fiancée, whom we had met the evening before, had a 
job in England this autumn, and that they were to be mar- 
ried and go to England to work for several months, so 
that they might learn English. An English woman, who is 
a Christian, had met his fiancée, and was taking her to 
England. Any of our readers who are going to pass through 
Madrid in the future can get the address of this young 
man through us. 


We returned in time to see friends off for Rome, and 
then we had dinner with one of the religious leaders of 
Spain. In the course of our conversation a most interesting 
remark was made by this man. It was approximately as fol- 
lows: “Many Americans come through Spain and they gen- 
erally speak in a tone of pity for the believers here. They 
commiserate with them on the grounds that Protestants are 
so persecuted, and bewail the lack .of liberty which exists 
in Spain. But I say that they have misjudged the situation. 
The fact is that the Spanish Christians do not take advan- 
tage of the liberties which they do have. They could be out 
witnessing and could bring friends in to the meetings, but 
there is little of this. You saw 200 people in a church that 
could have held 400 and it would have been possible to 
have had meetings several times on Sunday, but there was 
the one traditional meeting, and little spiritual life. What 
we must pray for is that the Spanish Christians use the 
liberty that they have to come to deep spiritual life. The 
Christians here are pampered a bit by Americans, who give 
them the idea that they are martyrs. This gives them a rosy 
glow of self-pity and they have their eyes on themselves and 
so miss the opportunities that do come. There are 200 
Protestant meeting places in Spain, and they could all be 


September 1955 


‘interested and his one question wa’ 


The purpose of chastisement is repentance , 


more alive.” 5 

The next morning we flew to France and in four short 
hours were at Nice, on the Riviera. The following morning 
my lectures in the Protestant ‘Theological Seminary at Aix- 
en-Provence began at nine o'clock. On the situation in 
French Protestantism I can speak with much more experi- 
ence, having been pastor of a French church for four years 
in my earliest, ministry, and having kept in close touch 
throughout the years. There are approximately one million 
Protestants in France, of whom 400,000 are Lutherans along 
the Rhine border and the remainder, for the most part, the 
descendants of the Geneva Reformation. Not before the 
nineteenth century were there Methodists, Baptists, Ply- 
mouth Brethren, and the Salvation Army, all of which were 
introduced from England, and together add up to only a 
few hundred. The Reformed churches, about 600,000 
strong, were in two main groups, the French Reformed 
Church and the French Evangelical Reformed Church, 
with two or three thousand in what was known as the Free 
Church. Between the two world wars there was a great 
effort made to unite these forces and about a year before 
the second war there was a realignment which put most of 
the churches in the Reformed Church. 

About sixty churches and fifty pastors kept the name and 
organization of the Evangelical Reformed Church on the 
ground that the larger union was not faithful to the Word 
of God. An objective observer would be forced to admit that 
the printed basis of union was far, far from being strictly 
evangelical. There was a segment of the Reformed Church 
pastors who were outrageously liberal, denying the deity 
of Christ, the Virgin Birth, the bodily resurrection, and, of 
course, the inspiration of the Bible. In order to get everyone 
into the same organization the creed of the new united 
church was introduced by the phrase, “Sans me rattacher au 
pied de la lettre, je crois . . .” This means, “Without ac- 
cepting literally, I believe . . .” It does not take much 
thought to realize that anyone could sign a statement which 
said, “Without accepting this literally, I believe that black 
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hole in the fence and crawled through; how glad it was to 
how it wandered so far it couldn’t find its way back. 
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him of the wolf that chased the sheep, and how, 
came and found it and carried it back home. 
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fence?” Preventive care for a child is far more important 
among juvenile delinquents. The only proper way to 
the fence is to lead the child to a knowledge of his 
and his need of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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NEEDED: 


{ New Emphasis in Missions 


What adjustment must the 


fundamentalist missionary 


movement make to adapt to 


the new world situation? 


By.R. KENNETH STRACHAN 


General Director, Latin America Mission, Inc. 


Hungry hearts on Trinidad hear the gospel. 


oday, on every hand, there is a growing concern for the 
future of foreign missions. 

With increasing frequency missionary leaders are ask- 
ing, “Whither missions?” “What does tomorrow hold for 
missions?” Some—in the privacy of their own minds—are 
even asking, “Are we coming to the end of the missionary 
movement?” The same questions are being raised in many 
contemporary books and articles, as indicated by such 
titles as “Christian Missions and the Judgment of God,” 
“Missions at the Crossroads,” ““We Must Change our Mis- 
sionary Methods.” 


A World Revolution 

Unmistakably we are witnessing a world revolution— 
technological, social, economic, political, and religious. 
What the immediate outcome will be we do not know. In 
the opinion of many authorities, Western civilization is 
decaying, is in peril of complete disintegration. 

Even if Western civilization should survive, it appears 
that the entire structure of society will be greatly altered 


A seminary class of Latin leaders. 
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and the position of the Church of Christ may be much 
different from that which it has today. We may find our- 
selves in much the same situation as the Church of the first 
century, in an alien world, pressed and oppressed, a wit- 
nessing minority obliged to carry out our commission of 
world-wide evangelism with little sanction and little pro- 
tection from the powers that be. Under such conditions it 
could well be that as far as the missionary task of the Church 
is concerned, the emphasis might swing from the mission- 
ary society as a separate, specialized organization back to 
the Church itself. 


Western Imperialism Dying 
Whatever may be happening to our so-called Christian 
civilization, it is undeniable that we are witnessing in 
these days the death-throes of Western imperialism. Every- 
where we face the rise of intense national and racial con- 
sciousness. The peoples of other lands are insisting on 
self-government and are embarked on programs of indus- 
trialization, education, modernization. They refuse to be 

exploited any longer by the Western powers. 
The white man, no longer respected as he once was, is 
being told—sometimes politely, sometimes rudely—that he 
may now lay down his burden of ruling the yellow, red, 
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brown, or black man and get out. This is the clear picture 
all over the world and one of the’ chief factors in the 
situation which modern missions face today. 

Missions Imperiled 

In the colonial and economic imperialism of the West 
in the last hundred years, the modern missionary move- 
ment has been identified all too closely with the West. 
Whether we like it or not, we have represented the religious 
and cultural aspects of that imperialism. And to the extent’ 
that we have been thus identified, we are at a disadvantage 
today. All over, the revival of ethnic religions and national 
cultures, the increasing restrictions upon the entry of new 
missionaries, the stirrings of nationalistic feeling—even 
within the native churches established by missionary work— 
are symptomatic of the growing distaste for foreign cultural 
and spiritual, as well as political, domination. 

To this picture must be added the emergence in all 
major areas of the world of the “younger” or “newer” 
Christian churches with their national leaders increasingly 
competent and increasingly desirous—as they ought to be— 
of assuming leadership responsibility for the life, work, and 
witness of the entire Christian movement within their 

(Continued on page 44) 
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| Baptist Leader Reports on Blessing behind Iron Curtain 
President Eisenhower Refuses to Interfere in Argentine Dispute 
High Svanish Court Grants Protestants Civil Marriage Rights 


CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY IN RUSSIA 


One of the by-products of the lessening 
of tension between Russia and the West 
has been the granting of visas to western 
religious groups for visitation of Russia. 

A member of an American Quaker 
group stated that the Protestant church- 
es in Moscow drew such crowds that 
people stood outside and tried to listen 
through the windows. The offerings were 
taken in paper bags which were filled 
with gifts. Russian pastors said they had 
good budgets and that people were giv- 
ing well. 

The Rev. Jacob Zhidkov, pastor of 
Moscow’s leading Baptist church was 
head of a delegation of nine ministers 
that attended the Congress of the World 
Baptist Alliance in London. He stated 
that between 10,000 and 12,000 people 
were baptized in the Russian Baptist 
churches each year, after undergoing a 
year’s probation. 

The Baptist church was founded in 
Russia about 88 years ago and at present 
has approximately 5000 congregations 
and 500,000 members. 


U. S$. STAYS OUT OF DISPUTE 


A New York Democratic Congressman, 
Victor L. Anfuso, wrote President Eisen- 
hower demanding that the U. S. Govern- 
ment take action to force the Peron 
government in the Argentine to halt its 
campaign of religious persecution. 

The White House answered that the 
U. S. will not interfere in the dispute. 
The same letter called upon the Presi- 
dent to establish diplomatic relations 
with the Vatican in order to show that 
American sympathies lie with the Ro- 
man Church in Argentina. The White 
House also stated that President Eisen- 
hower does not contemplate the estab- 
lishment of formal diplomatic relations 
with the Vatican. Presidential Assistant 
Sherman Adams was the spokesman for 
the President. 

In March, 1954, Secretary of State 
Dulles announced that the administra- 
tion had no plans to establish either dip- 
lomatic or personal relations with the 
Vatican. 


12 


NOW PROTESTANTS MAY MARRY 

A very important step for the relief 
of Protestants in Spain has been achieved 
by a decision of the Court of Appeals 
in Madrid. Heretofore anyone who had 
been baptized as a Roman Catholic 
could not have a civil marriage per- 
formed. 

A test case was made in 1953 after a 
young Protestant couple wished to 
marry. They were members ofan as- 
sembly of the Plymouth Brethren, but 
the man had been baptized in infancy 
as a Romanist. A municipal judge re- 
jected their request for a license. They 
appealed and the Court of First Instance 
of Madrid upheld the rejection. The 
case was then taken to the Madrid 
Court of Appeals, consisting of five 
magistrates, which ruled that there was 
no objection to a person or persons, 
even if baptized in the Roman Church, 
making a declaration of non-Catholicity 
and being married civilly. This decision 
will allow the marriage of scores of 
Protestant young couples, some of whom 
have been waiting almost ten years. 
There is still much room for progress 
along these lines. At the London con- 
gress of the World Baptist Alliance, Dr. 
Arnold T. Ohrn, secretary of the Al- 
liance, said that the situation in Spain 
is “deplorable.” “No Baptist churches 
can be built or rented, and authorities 
find excuses for closing those now in 
use,” he charged. Public housing is not 
for Protestants and some ministers know 
the inside of Spanish’ jails. “These condi- 
tions prevail,” Dr. Ohrn said, “in spite 
of the sacred pledge made on behalf 
of the Spanish government by the Duke 
of Alba, as a representative of General- 
issimo Franco.” 


METHODIST AND ANGLICANS TALK UNITY 


English newspapers have commented 
at length on the proposed conversations 
between leaders of the Methodist 
Church in England and the Church of 
England with a view to increase unity 
between the two churches. 

The Anglican assembly approved a 
report calling for consultations by the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York 


with Methodist leaders. The Methodist 
conference, on hearing news of this re- 
port, voted that a delegation of their 
leaders should respond if an official 
Anglican invitation for such conversa- 
tions should be received. The Editor of 
ETERNITY was in England at the time of 
this publicity. Friends who are well 
versed in the religious situation in Eng- 
land pointed out that the Methodists 
in England (unlike their brethren in 
the U. S.) do not have bishops and are 
traditionally set against. episcopacy. On 
the other hand there would be a very 
great barrier from the Anglican point of 
view against acceptance of the present 
clergy in the Methodist Church as hav- 
ing valid ordination. 


REVIVAL IN BEIRUT 


A new type of missionary work has 
produced unexpectedly rapid results. 
Bob Finley, president of International 
Students, Inc., conceived the idea of 
persuading American college students 
to transfer to foreign universities as stu- 
dents and to do personal work with 
their fellow students. 


Among those who have done this is 
Maurice Hanna, 22 year old student 
from Shreveport, La. Hanna was accept- 
ed as a student at the American Uni- 


“versity in Beirut, Lebanon. He began to 


witness to roommates, friends and class- 
mates. Soon there was a dormitory Bible 
class for converts, then meetings in the 
evangelical churches of Beirut. There 
was no language barrier as all students 
speak English and all classes are in Eng- 
lish. Soon there was such interest that 
the acting president of the university 
granted permission to use the university 
auditorium for four days of meetings. 
Such meetings had never before been 
permitted in the history of the school. 
The student body is approximately 
3,000, and is predominantly Moslem. As 
recently as six years ago professors were 
forbidden to mention the name of Jesus 
Christ in public lectures on university 
property. The auditorium holds about 
1000 and was crowded each night with 
Egyptians, Lebanese, Greeks, Syrians, 
Jews, Ethiopians, and Armenians among 
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whom are, certainly, many of the future 
leaders of the Near East. Approximately 
350 students who have made decisions 
are being followed up in weekly Bible 
classes. 


DIGEST SURVEYS GRAHAM CONVERTS 

The Reader’s Digest, through its re- 
ligious editor, Stanley High, has made 
an independent survey of the results of 
Billy Graham's 1954 London Campaign. 
The Graham Crusade committee placed 
all of the decision cards at the disposal 
of the Digest’s researchers and the re- 
sults will be published in the Digest this 
autumn. Dr. Graham has characterized 
these results as ‘“‘phenomenal.” 

The survey shows that these indepen- 
dent researchers have found that the re- 
sults were real and definite and lasting. 
The Digest’s survey has not covered the 
1955 meetings in Glasgow and elsewhere. 

The London Times reports that the 
Rev. T. Crombie, secretary of the Glas- 
gow Presbytery’s evangelistic committee, 
has submitted a report to the Presbytery 
showing that 253 persons with no prior 
church connections have joined 138 
Glasgow churches since the Graham 
meetings. “Although during the crusade 
52,253 ‘decisions’ were recorded,” Mr. 
Crombie said that the greatest propor- 
tion who had come forward during the 
crusade were already attached to the 
church and had presumably felt it essen- 
tial to make a public profession of their 
faith. 

The crusade, however, stimulated 
Bible study and prayer groups on a scale 
not known previously, and attendances 
at city churches in the six weeks since 
the crusade ended had risen by fully one 
third. 

SPIRITUAL TIDE OF METHODISM 

At the British conference of the Meth- 
odist church in that country, Dr. Leslie 
Weatherhead, well-known modernistic 
clergyman of that denomination, deplor- 
ed the fact that Methodist churches in 
that country are practically empty. 

The London Times quotes him as say- 
ing that in the larger towns of England 
all the Methodist worshipers could be 
accommodated in one church on any 
Sunday morning or evening. Instead, he 
added, “four or even five churches are 
kept open, not only with all the over- 
head costs of heating, lighting, cleaning, 
and caretaking, but with all the depres- 
sion for all concerned of a few people 
in a large building.” 

He said that if he had dictatorial 
powers he would close four out of five 
Methodist churches in a town and have 
one live church with three pastors, one 
to work among youth, one to do pastoral 
work, and another to do the preaching. 

The Editor of Ererniry was reminded 
of a remark made several years ago when 
the same tactics were proposed in Amer- 
ica for the union of two dying congrega- 
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tions. “This is the practice,” said a 
caustic critic, “of putting. two sick babies 
in one bed and thinking that you can 
have one well baby as the result.” That 
is not the way God works. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC APARTHEID 

At the convocation of Canterbury, 
the parliament of the Church of England 
—a body that is older than the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury made an important state- 
ment against the apartheid of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. 

[Apartheid is the Dutch word used in 
South Africa by the Boers for the utter 
segregation of the blacks from the 
whites]. 

Canon Kemp had opened the convo- 
cation with a sermon which followed 
tradition and was preached in Latin, 
in which he had said that the task of the 
convocation was to preserve the heritage 
that had been received, but that this was 
threatened by the danger of internal 
disunity, and he gave warning that 
“those Romans who arrogate to them- 
selves the name Catholic, enemies of 
every liberty, ceaselessly attempt to de- 
rive advantage from the discords which 
from time to time arise out of our lib- 
erty.” 

Commenting on this, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury said that Canon Kemp 
had reminded them that “the Roman 
Catholic Church believes in an ecclesias- 
tical apartheid as rigid and menacing as 
any political iron curtain.” It forbade 
any kind or degree of ecclesiastical part- 
nership between itself and the other 
churches of Christendom, “even the ele- 
mentary partnership of praying together 
to our common Lord for grace to grow 
in partnership.” Seeing this “great evil” 
in its system and knowing from history 
how constantly it threatened all ecclesias- 
tical bodies, they must be careful to 
avoid it among themselves. 


ANGLICANS APPROVE INDIAN CHURCH 

At the convocation of Canterbury 
difficulties had been anticipated in con- 
nection with the further recognition of 
the Church of South India. To the as- 
tonishment of all and to the amaze- 
ment of many, the convocation passed 
with little discussion in either the up- 
per or lower houses, resolutions: 

(1) To acknowledge the bishops, pres- 


byters, and deacons of the Church of . 


South India (as defined above) as true 
officers in the Church of God; 

(2) Members of the Church of South 
India who are communicants in that 
Church may, when in England, receive 
Holy Communion in the Church of Eng- 
land; 

(3) Members of the Church of South 
India who become permanently resident 
in England and desire to be habitual 
communicants in the Church of England 
shall be required to conform to the regu- 


lar discipline; 


(4) Bishops, presbyters, and deacons 
of the Church of South India may be 
invited to preach in Anglican churches 
with the permission of the bishop of the 
diocese; : 

(5) Any bishop or episcopally ordain- 
ed presbyter of the Church of South 
India may be free to celebrate Holy 
Communion in an Anglican church at 
the invitation of the incumbent, with 
the permission of the bishop of the dio- 
cese. This is subject to his willingness, 
while in England, to celebrate in Angli- 
can churches only. - 

This is considered to be an astonish- 
ing victory for the low church elements 
in the Church of England. 


COLOMBIAN PROTESTANT CENTENARY 
In spite of bitter persecutions the 


Protestants of Colombia are planning 
for the celebration of the one hundredth 
anniversary of the toming of the first 
Protestant missionary to that land. In 
1856 the Rev. Henry B.. Pratt, a Pres- 
byterian missionary, arrived in Colom- 
bia to begin work there. At that time 
there were practically no Protestants in 
the land. He promoted a translation of 
the Bible into Spanish, wrote a com- 
mentary on the Old Testament, and saw 
the church grow and schools established. 
There will be, in 1956, special meetings 
in three large centers and a strong em- 
phasis on personal evangelism. 

At the recent eucharistic congress of 
the Roman church, held in Rio de 
Janeiro, the papal nuncio read a strong 
plea from the Pope for an increased 
number of clergy to combat the inroads 
of Protestantism in Latin America. Fol- 
lowing the congress the bishops of the 
Latin American countries met for sev- 
eral days to discuss ways and means for 
getting more priests. One whole day was 
spent in discussing how the Pope’s sug- 
gestion for getting priests from other 
countries could be implemented. Two 
hundred . priests a year are now going 
from Spain to Latin America but this 
is not enough as comparatively few 
young men in Latin America become 
priests. 

HERE AND THERE 

The Gideons have circulated more 
than thirty million Bibles since the or- 
ganization was founded 57 years ago. . . . 
The Spanish Government refused visas 
to two Baptist pastors who wished to go 
to London for the congress of the Bap- 
tist World Alliance. . . . Roman Catho- 
lics in Colombia protest that Protestant 
groups have intensified their proselytiz- 
ing activities in Latin America. . . . The 
first heresy trial in the history of the 
Northwest Synod of the Lutheran 
Church found the Rev. George Christ, 
Jr., guilty of denial of the Virgin Birth 
and the miracles of Christ and His resur- 
rection. Sentence will be imposed by the 
Synod. ’ 
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JOY UN GANA 


An a of the Miracle of the Turning of Water into Wine 


lic ministry was beginning. And it was in this semi-pri- 

vate and semi-public atmosphere of a wedding feast that 
our Lord’s first miracle was performed. Human wisdom 
would have designed that the raising of Lazarus or the feed- 
ing of five thousand men be the first sign to announce the 
Messiah, but divine wisdom employed the natural course of 
events of a wedding celebration. Further, divine inspiration 
makes it plain that this was the first miracle that Jesus per- 
formed, thus ruling out of consideration all miracles ficti- 
tiously ascribed to Him in apocryphal records.* 


T' days of seclusion were at an end. The period of pub- 


The Setting of the Miracle—Approbation 

In performing His first miracle at a marriage, the Lord 
Jesus gave full endorsement to that which He Himself as 
Creator had instituted (Gen. 2:18). He knew that there 
would arise some in the latter days of the Church who 
would despise marriage (1 Tim. 4:3), and even as early as 
the third century one of the Church fathers, Cyprian, de- 
cried the attendance of Christians at marriage festivities.* 
But the setting of this first miracle gives full approbation 
to marriage. 

In addition, our Lord’s presence at Cana counteracts any 
tendency to suggest that an ascetic life is preferable for a 
Christian. This One would not be another John the Baptist 
preaching in the wilderness and eating locusts and wild 
honey. Concerning this, F. B. Meyer has aptly said: 

Easier to decline an invitation to the house of the 
great than to go there and behave as the Son of 
God. Easier to refuse the things of sense than to 
use them without abuse. Easier to maintain a life 
of prayer far from the haunts of men, than to 
enter them maintaining constant fellowship with 
God in the unruffled depths of the soul. Nothing 
but the grace of the Holy Spirit can suffice for 
this.* 

Furthermore, the setting of the miracle shows Jesus’ ap- 
probation of times of festivity for the Christian, for this 
scene was evidently part of the marriage feast and not the 
actual ceremony itself. Such festivities might last for as 
long as a week (cf. Gen. 24:27, Jud. 14:17; Tob. 9:12; 10:1). 
However, it is equally true that: 

The suggestion of some modern writers, that our 
Lord’s presence at a marriage feast condemns those 


1 Proper exegesis of verse 11 will not support the claim.that this was 
merely the first miracle in Cana; the meaning is that this was the first 
miracle ever we = by Jesus. For a convenient sample of aprocryphal 
miracles cf. R. C. Trench, Notes on the Miracles, pp. 32-35. 

2On the Dress of Virgins, 3. 

® Gospel of John, p. 50. 

«J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on the Gospels, John, I, 94. 
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Christians who decline to go to such amusements 
as balls, and routs, and dancing-parties has no 
weight in it at all. The objects for which people 
meet together at a marriage feast and at a ball — 
are widely different.‘ 
Rejoicing with those who rejoice is the example of our 
Lord at Cana. 


The Story of the Miracle—Separation 


One word can be written over the events of the story of 
this miracle. It is the word separation, for in the account 
there is separation of Jesus from His mother by virtue of 
His words, and there is separation of Jesus from all other 
mere men by virtue of His deeds. 

Cana was the second of four recorded public encounters 
which Mary had with her Son’ during His ministry (cf. Lk. 
2:41-52; Mk. 3:31-35; John 19:26-27). Seventeen years had 
elapsed since the boyhood incident at the Temple. Joseph 
was probably dead,° and evidently Mary was already present 
at the wedding when Christ arrived.* The presence of six or 
seven extra guests’ doubtless helped to deplete the supply 
of wine; and Mary, who may have felt responsible since it 
was her Son who brought the extra guests along, turned to 
Him for help. Very likely she expected a miracle; instead 
she received a rebuke. 

There is no question that the address “woman” is one of 
respect,* but neither is there any question but that the 
expression “what to me and thee” (v. 4) marks a diver- 
gence between the thoughts and ways of two persons. Jesus 
was telling His mother that the period of silent discipline 
and obedience was finished and no longer was He to be 
under parental control. The interests of the kingdom of 
God were superseding those of flesh and blood. Though it 
must have been very difficult for her, Mary’s reaction to 
this rebuke of separation was admirable, and her words to 
the servants were full of faith and good advice, “whatsoever 
He saith unto you, do it.” 

The events of the story also separate Jesus of Nazareth 
from all other men and single Him out as the only Son of 
God, for in spite of the rebuke, Mary’s implied request for 
more wine was nonetheless fulfilled. Our Lord commanded 
that the waterpots, which were in the home because of the 
purification rites of the Jews (cf. Mk. 7:3; Lk. 7:44), be 
filled with water. That they were filled to the brim rules 

5 The Arabic Historia Josephi places his death in Christ’s eighteenth 
year when Joseph was 111 (chapters 14-15). 

® Cf. the imperfect en with the aorist eklethe. 

7 Jesus, jem 4 the second of the ones mentioned in John 
1:35, tt. Philip, 


» and possibly James. 
hn 431; 19:26. 26; 20: 13, i pny Iliad, 111, 204; Xenophon, 
Giana V, i, 6. 


ETERNITY 











\ 


out any possibility of trickery, and when full, the six 
waterpots held anywhere from 106 to 162 gallons of liquid, 
or enough for 2400 servings of wine. Water went in; wine 
came out—a feat which no mere man could have done. 


The Secret of the Miracle—Creation 
The miracle was an act of creation. It was not simply a 

matter of speeding up a process which is going on every 
day and which ultimately traces its source to the creator. 
This may have been included, but it was more than accom- 
plishing “in an instant what ordinarily He does not ac- 
complish but in many months.”® for Jesus needed no grapes, 
no sun, no time. 

It was a miracle. While in the previous chapter 

our Lord manifested His Divine Omniscience, here 

He reveals Himself as the Omnipotent Creator. 

The Creator’s power was needed to accomplish 

what was done in the twinkling of an eye. He need- 

ed no grapes, no mellowing process, nothing what- 

ever. His power made the wine, and thus in the 

beginning of miracles He manifested forth His 

Glory.*° 


The Significance of the Miracle—Glorification 

Over four hundred years had elapsed since the Jews had 
seen a miracle. Not since the time when the three Hebrew 
men. walked in the fiery furnace, or when Daniel spent the 
night unharmed in the lions’ den, or when he read the 
handwriting on the wall, is there any record that the Jews 
had seen a miracle. Miracles in the Old Testament were 
often for judgment; miracles in the New Testament were 
for blessing. Nonetheless, Old Testament miracles were 
for the glory of God, and since the miracle at Cana re- 
vealed the glory of Jesus of Nazareth, the conclusion forced 
on those who saw then or those who read today is that 
Jesus is God. In the house at Cana the veil over His glory 
was lifted for a moment to reveal the Creator exercising 
power over matter. Thus God was revealed and Jesus Him- 
self as God. The glory of God is the manifestation of any 
of His attributes; thus Jesus revealed His glory when He 
demonstrated His creative power. 


The Symbolism of the Miracle—Illustration 

Much has been made by various commentators of the 
symbolism of the miracle—indeed sometimes to the extent 
of making inconsequential the historical facts of the ac- 
count. That which caused the disciples to believe on Him 
was not what the miracle was supposed to stand for, but the 
fact that water was actually changed into wine. Not any 
symbolism of wine but the fact that there was wine was 
what impressed the people.** One cannot help but feel that 
in some instances the minimizing of the historical facts of 
the story is motivated by a fear that perhaps one might 
have to admit that there may actually have been wine 
created and that perhaps to some degree it might have 
been fermented.” 

Actually unfermented wine is not wine at all, and “we 

10 Ae tacticheien Ge capil of John, p. 48. 

11 The remark of the superintendent of the feast (v. 10) was simply 
a reference to a common practice and in no way implies or even suggests 
that he was referring to the present feast or guests in attendance. ‘““The 
ruler of the feast is but alluding to the corrupt customs and fashions too 


current among men, not to aught which was necessarily going on before 
his eyes—nay, to something which certainly was not so, for such the Lord 


must remember that the light wines of the Galilean vin- 
tage were very different to the brandied intoxicants with 
which we are too familiar.’”** The sin of drunkenness was 
not the sin of Palestine as it is of America or Europe today, 
and “therefore did not require the special methods of pre- 
vention which the principles of his Gospel now lead us to 
adopt.”** Undoubtedly one of the methods of prevention 
needed today is total abstinence, and without any question 
this ought to be the practice of Christians today according 
to the principles laid down in such passages as 1 Corinthians 
8:13 and 10:31. No Christian is given license to drink in 
any amount by this miracle, for indulgence or abstinence is 
not the subject or teaching of John 2:1-11. 

Further, it is urged as an argument against the creation 
of wine that Christ would not have supplied the means for 
gross excess. Plummer shows the fallacy of such an argu- 
ment: 

But in all His dealings with men, God allows the 
possibility of a temptation to excess. All Hig gifts 
may be thus abused. The 5000 might have been 
gluttonous over the loaves and fishes.** 


Nevertheless, those who are living centuries later in the 
light of the full revelation of God in the Word can rightly 
see in this story illustrations of other truths.** The incident 
does not teach these truths; it merely illustrates them. For 
instance, one may see illustrated certain truths relative to 
regeneration. The natural man is like 2 lifeless waterpot 
which needs filling in full measure by the command of 
Christ. Further, there are illustrations of truths concerning 
Christian service in the account. Service is based on an act 
of creation (cf. 2 Cor. 5:17) and continues in acts of obedi- 
ence; that is, by following the principle of doing whatsoever 
(not something, but whatsoever) He says. In such a life 
one finds fullness of joy (cf. Psa. 16:11). Perhaps, too, the 


(Continued on page 44) 


13 Meyer, op. cit., p. 53. 

14 Loc. cit. 

15 A. Plummer, S. John (Cambridge Greek Testament), p. 93. , 

16 Illustration should be distinguished from typification. The former 
merely depends on similarity; the latter depends on the divine purposing 
and distinctive (as contrasted with accidental or normal) arranging of the 
features of the type. . 








Tibet, headquarters of Satanic fanaticism, has numerous 
monks who have kept themselves sealed up—except for small open- 
ings for food—in little huts from early manhood. Many of them have 
not heard the voice, seen the face, or touched the hand of a human 
being for more than forty years. How different is the effect of 

who came that His followers ha 

have it more abundantly (John 10:10). We are to look upon the 
of all the needy and help them, and to put our hands on all who 


would have as nals eoeiens by his ponents os = be Mer 3 helped the touch of compassion. We are to use po — “ae not an a 
it forward by a wonder-wor is own.” Trench, op. cit., p. 92. (1 Cor. 7:31), and we have been a te 

12 Cf. E t Gordon, Christ, the Apostles and Wine, pp. 8-9. “ “The t 
good wine’ of Come ee not merely a penn drink at a wedding. It was Tim. 6:17). How much we have for which we must give thanks to 
the symbol of the great redemption blessing of Christ’s blood,” p. 9. our Lord. 
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MEDITATIONS 


in the Book of Isaiah 





THE INCREASE OF HIS GOVERNMENT (9:7) 

The word for government (misrah) is found only twice, 
both occurrences here (vv. 6, 7). The government which 
shall be upon the shoulder of the Messiah is to increase. 
There are wonders here which we cannot fathom. To in- 
crease is to become greater in size, amount, duration, or 
degree; to be enlarged, extended, or intensified. We know 
that at His coming He shall take the power and reign, and 
that His dominion shall be over all. May we not see here, 
in this increase, one of the several indications that there is 
to be a continual creation, with an ever-expanding uni- 
verse of planets, to be peopled from the nursery plot of this 
particular world, and from the loins of Abraham? And in 
our own hearts, now, we may ask for an intensification of 
His government over our whole being, and actively parti- 
cipate in the surrender of every area of our being to His 
control. 

Lord, increase Thy government in me. 


THE INCREASE OF HIS PEACE (9:7) 

Surely the wars and tumults of history show us that this 
verse has no reference to the centuries in which humanity 
drags its weary way toward judgment. Nor can this peace 
refer only to the spiritual peace which comes to the hearts 
of those who know the Lord in redemption. It is indeed 
wonderful to know that the peace of God may rule in our 
hearts (Col. 3:15), and that it passeth all understanding as 
it is given to us as a garrison about our lives (Phil. 4:7), 
but there is something far deeper than this in the passage 
on which we are meditating. This has to do with the out- 
ward peace among men and nations. Here is a picture of 
that kingdom brought down from Heaven and established 
upon the earth at the second coming of the Messiah, when 
He shall cause wars to cease (Psa. 46:9), and shall even 
change the nature of the animal world (Isa. 11:6, 7). 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou art the God of all peace. 


THERE SHALL BE NO END (9:7) 

His government being divine is a living thing, and must 
grow. Nothing that is of God can possibly stagnate. The 
kingdom began with David and the twelve tribes, extend- 
ing over a bit of earth in the Near East that we call Pales- 
tine. Under Solomon there was a slight enlargment. God 
had promised Abraham that the borders of the earthly 
kingdom that would be given to his children would in- 
clude what we now call Jordan, Syria, Iraq, and Turkey 
(Gen. 15:18-21). This continues until all things are put 
under His feet (Psa. 8:6), and even when He shall have de- 
livered over the kingdom unto the Father there is still an 
eternal continuity of dominion and blessedness. We have 
our place in this, for just as redemption and church truth 
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flowered out of God’s promises to Israel, so the future right- 
eousness of the eternal kingdom flowers out of God’s prom- 
ises to Israel, and in them we, too, shall be blessed. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the eternity of Thy being and work. 


UPON THE THRONE OF DAVID (9:7) 

When the Lord made a covenant with David, He said, 
“When thy days be fulfilled . . . I will set up thy seed after 
thee . .. which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will 
establish his kingdom . . . I will establish the throne of 
his kingdom forever . . . and thine house and thy kingdom 
shall be established forever before thee; thy throne shall 
be established forever” (2 Sam. 7:12-16). The Holy Spirit 
comes back to this promise again and again throughout the 
Scriptures to enforce its validity and to manifest the literal- 
ness of its fulfillment. What can be more absurd than -to 
explain the prophecies, which foretell the calamity to befall 
the Jews, in a literal sense, and then those which bespeak 
their future felicity, in some mystic or spiritual sense. The 
throne will be set up once more, and Christ shall rule from 
Jerusalem. 

Lord, take Thy power and reign. 


WITH JUSTICE AND WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS (9:7) 

Men have sought to govern and have used every possible 
means of perpetuating their government, but these have al- 
ways fallen because of inner rottenness in the fabric. We 
must not think that the governments of today are any 
more lasting than those in the past, for the same seeds of 
dissolution are within them as caused the downfall of their 
predecessors. But the Lord Jesus Christ will come again and 
will set up His kingdom, based on the two pillars of justice 
and righteousness. The judgment which He exercises is 
eternal, and the righteousness which He is and which He 
bestows is also eternal. Based on these His kingdom can be 
naught but eternal. His angels will come and gather out 
“all things that offend and them that do iniquity” (Mt. 
13:41). Then there shall be nothing but justice and right- 
eousness, and, more wonderful, only just and righteous 
beings. 

Lord, hasten the day to perform it. 


THE ZEAL OF THE LORD OF HOSTS (9:7) 

The Lord God has a burning desire to exalt the Lord 
Jesus, despised and rejected of men, to the place of supreme 
authority over this world and over this universe. There is 
such love of the Father for the Son, in whom is all His 
delight, that He will never rest until every knee shall bow 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. The 
glory of the eternal Son is the most cherished purpose of 
the Father. The Hebrew is, literally, “the jealousy of the 
Lord of Hosts will perform this.” The word is from the 


16 God works in any circumstances ETERNITY 











same root as that wherein the Lord describes and names 
Himself as a jealous God (Ex. 20:5; 34:14). We maust not 
think of the jealousy of God as that selfish state of mind 
arising from suspicion of a rival, but as the solicitude for 
the preservation and well-being of the beloved. This burn- 
ing jealousy-zeal of the Lord will exalt the Lord Jesus and 
fulfill all the promises. 

Lord, we thank Thee for Thy love for~Christ. 


THE LORD SENT A WORD (9:8) 

The prophecy now turns back to the judgments which 
were announced (ch. 5), and the picture turns black_once 
more. Years have passed in the life of Isaiah since the word 
was sent in the earlier prophecies. These have been ful- 
filled. The judgments have fallen on the nation. The land 
has been made desolate. Armies have moved across the 
country, leaving waste and ruin in their wake. He had sent 
the word that His anger was kindled against His people, 
and that in spite of the earlier judgments His anger was 
not stilled but that His hand was stretched out still (5:25). 
That same phrase, like a musical theme, runs through the 
dirge of prophecy. The same God who created the heavens 
by stretching out His hands (Isa. 45:12), will exercise the 
judgments which He has purposed in Himself and which 
the sin of man calls down upon himself. 

Lord, how holy Thou art. 


IT HATH LIGHTED UPON ISRAEL (9:8) 

This is probably a prophetic past, meaning that the 
judgment which is announced is about to fall upon Israel, 
and it is so sure that God puts it in the past tense. The 
arrogant inhabitants of Ephraim, and especially those of 
Samaria, are the ones whose sins have called forth the 
judgment which is now to be announced. This was a judg- 
ment upon the northern kingdom, but in its prophetic 
sense it also goes forward to the future when the ultimate 
fulfillment shall come to pass. We must never depart from 
the literal meaning of the subject mentioned, if all, or its 
principal, attributes square with the subject of the prophecy. 
The unalterable wisdom of God has shown itself in this, that 
the predictions of Scripture concerning the Jews are only 
in part fulfilled, the rest still waiting a future accomplish- 
ment. 

Lord, in wrath remember mercy. 


ALL THE PEOPLE SHALL KNOW (9:9) 

The word people is in the singular and the verb know 
is in the plural. It is God’s way of showing that He deals 
with both the nation and with individuals. There is an 
individual responsibility in matters of rebellion against 
God, but there is also a collective-responsibility. Men, in the 
final steps of their wandering from God, come to the place 
where they are full of iniquity, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 
Though they know God’s decree that those who do such 
things deserve to die, they not only do them but approve 
those who practice them (Rom. 1:32). But let not men think 
that they can escape the judgment of God. They may be 
living in the fool’s paradise that seems to accompany the 
present silence of God. But the time shall come when the 
silence is broken; God’s Word will fall upon them. All the 
people shall know. 

Lord, we thank Thee that this knowledge shall 
never fall on the redeemed. 


IN THE PRIDE AND STOUTNESS OF HEART (9:9) 

Here is the center of all the wrong that there is in this 
world. Most people think that the Bible teaches that sin 
came to man through the Devil, but the Bible specifically 
contradicts this. It is true that sin began in the universe in 
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. the heart of Satan, but that sin was not transferred to our 


humanity. It is true that Satan approached Eve and that 
she fell before his blandishments, but the fall of Eve has: 
nothing whatsoever to do with the entrance of sin: into the 
human race. God flatly states that “Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman, being thoroughly deceived, was included in 
the transgression” (1 Tim. 2:14). This is why the woman 
is never blamed for the fall, but in Adam all died and the . 
race became sinners (Rom. 5:12-19). Thus, in the pride and 
arrogance of their hearts these showed themselves to be the 
children of Adam. 

Lord, give us the heart of obedience. 


BRICKS . . . STONES; SYCAMORES . . . CEDARS (9:10) 

God had sent a judgment which razed their cities and 
they replied by saying that they would rebuild with stronger 
and better materials. Judgment always comes from God and 
man will not learn this and seek the Lord. In our day it is 
very easy for us to see the heart of these Ephraimites be- 
cause, on a much larger scale, the same arrogance is taking 
place in Europe. God sent the judgments that destroyed the 
cities, but man has taken it as a slum clearance and is pro- 
ceeding to build with stronger materials than before. 
Through the centuries man has done this, and his buildings 
were thought to be earthquake-proof and, in some cases, 
bomb-resistant. But now God has allowed men to make 
greater bombs, and the process must go on until the day 
when the very elements will melt with fervent heat and 
the creations of man will be dissolved. 


Lord, give us humility. 


THE LORD SHALL SET UP THE ADVERSARIES (9:11) 
The translators of the RSV simply lost the point of his- 
tory in their translation. If we go back to chapter seven we 
will find that Isaiah was commanded to comfort Israel when 
the latter was menaced by Rezin. God would protect Israel 
against Rezin because the latter’s purpose was to substitute 
a false king for the true line of the Messiah. But Israel has 
been proud and arrogant and so the Lord is going to take 
the enemies of Israel’s enemies and weave them together 
as allies to chastise Israel. Thus the KJV is seen to be cor- - 
rect: “The Lord shall set up the adversaries of Rezin against 
[Israel], and join [Rezin’s] enemies together, the Syrians . 
before and the Philistines behind; and they shall devour 
Israel with open mouth.” The Lord was setting up the 
adversaries, but it was Israel's sin that made it necessary. 
Lord, protect us from ourselves. 


THEY SHALL DEVOUR ISRAEL (9:12) 

God was being faithful to Himself and to Israel in rais- 
ing up a coalition against them. When God made a covenant 
with David He told him that He would bless him and his 
children. He even said that their sins would not be able to 
turn away His love. One of the finest things the RSV trans- 
lators have done was to eliminate the word mercy and to 
render it by something that is much closer to the Hebrew 
meaning: stedfast love. Thus God says to David, “I will 
raise up your son after you . . . I will be his father, and he 
shall be My son. ‘When he commits iniquity, I will chasten 
him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of 
men; but I will not take my stedfast love for him” (2 
Sam. 7:14, 15). This was now being fulfilled literally. 
Israel had committed iniquity, and the Lord was sending 
enemies to chasten him, to devour him with open mouth. 
But He would never remove. His stedfast love from His 


people. 
Lord, we thank Thee that Thou art faithful. 


(Continued on page 36) 
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Communism is a militant faith 


opposed to all belief in God and His Christ 


COMMUNISM and CHRISTIANITY 


Iron Curtain. In May, 1949, we watched the well- 

disciplined Communist troops march through the streets 
of Shanghai with red flags flying from almost every house. 
Listening to the students talking and singing about the 
new era and following banners inscribed with the words 
“Go where the revolution needs you most,” we realized that 
the whole missionary movement of the Church of Jesus 
Christ was entering a new phase in the great spiritual con- 
flict which has been raging since Pentecost. 

The same strategy which caused the rulers of the Jews to 
take counsel together “that it spread no further among the 
people” has now produced a world faith which is diametri- 
cally opposed to all belief in God and His Christ. This 
militant, atheistic missionary movement has already en- 
gulfed many millions of those who know not the gospel of 
our Saviour, and its emissaries are working in almost every 
country of the world. 


The Christian’s Attitude 


What attitude should Christians take toward Communism? 
It is not enough just to condemn the Communist way of 
life. Much anti-Communist propaganda is purely negative. 
A very dark picture of Communism is painted and little 
attempt is made to analyze its strong points and discover 
its secret of success. Communism is often used as a kind of 
threat to be held over the heads of those who are in danger 
of wandering from the paths of Western democracy. Among 
Christians the fear of Communism is used as an incentive 
for greater dedication to the cause of Christ. This, however, 
may actually result in the focusing of attention upon the 
evils of this atheistic system in some other land rather than 
upon the failure to be found within our own ranks. While, 
however, the fear of Communism can never provide an ade- 
quate motive for spiritual rededication, it is important that 
we should understand the nature of this movement which 
forms one of the main bulwarks against the spread of the 
gospel throughout the world. If we are to take an active 
part in the spiritual warfare, we must understand the rea- 
sons for Communism’s success and the problems facing those 
who must live and witness for Christ in a Communist 
society. 


ie six years, the mainland of China has been behind the 
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By DAVID H. ADENEY 


Missionary Secretary, 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 


The Appeal of Communism 


Wherever there is social injustice, political corruption, 
and oppressive poverty, Communist seed will find fertile 
soil. In lands where the old system of ethics has broken 
down and the influence of a new industrial revolution is 
being felt, Communism flourishes. 

To the masses, who are struggling to maintain a meager 
existence, sometimes oppressed by their landlords and tanta- 
lized by the wealth of a small minority, the promises of 
Communism seem far more reasonable than the reports of 
the achievements of a far-off Western democracy. 

To students, full of youthful idealism and new ideas, 
Communism offers the chance of building a new society. 
The students in Shanghai continually emphasized the fact 
that a new day had dawned and that they were to be the 
ones who would build a new and strong China. They were 
convinced Communism was the coming system and that the 
march of history would inevitably lead to the Communist 
state. 

To the ardent Nationalist, Communist propoganda con- 
cerning imperialism and unequal treaties and the promise 
of a new and powerful nation absolutely free from Western 
control seemed very attractive. In Asia, Communism has 
risen to power on the crest of the wave of nationalism; and 
even among the non-Communist peoples, imperialism and 
colonialism is regarded as a greater evil than Communism. 

To the nominal Christian, whose main interest has been 
in the social aspects of .the gospel, Communism often ap- 
pears in the guise of an angel of light and is even spoken 
as “Christianity in action.” In some cases Communism has 
disguised its basic opposition to God and encouraged super- 
ficial Christians to believe that this is, indeed, the equiva- 
lent of the kingdom of God on earth for which they are 
seeking. For this reason Christians are invited to take part 
in the government and to cooperate with Communism in 
the building of a new society. 


Communism’s Achievements 


It would be foolish to ignore the material progress which 
has been brought about by the Communist regime in China. 
China is rapidly becoming a great power in the world. Cur- 
rency has been stabilized and means of communication 
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throughout the country have greatly improved. Health serv- 
ices and educational facilities are being made available to 
more people, and there is a great campaign toward literacy. 
Never has the nation been so united as it is today for, for 
the first time, China has a government which is solidly uni- 


fied and well organized. The discipline of the soldiers and. 


the lack of corruption among officials has made a tremend- 
ous impression upon the people. While only a very small 
percentage of the Chinese belong to the Communist party, 
it must be admitted that Communism has gained control 
over the minds of a great number of the young people of 
the nation. While in China, I read letters from students 
who had been nominally religious and then had experi- 
enced what might almost be described as “conversion to 
Communism.” They even claimed that they had become 
new men and women. Often this has meant that a new ele- 
ment of discipline and self-denial has entered into their 
lives. They feel that they have discovered a worthwhile ob- 
jective for life and one student actually told a member of 
an Inter-Varsity group that she had received a new joy 
greater than anything that they could experience as a result 
of the filling of the Holy Spirit. Communism has succeeded 
in creating an enthusiastic core of young people who are 
prepared, if need be, to give their lives for the revolution. 
So powerful is their propaganda that, among those who 
call themselves progressive, it has produced a spirit of work- 
ing together for the common good, of striving toward the 
new nation which they believe they are destined to create. 


Communist Doctrine 
Communism claims to be completely materialistic but at 

the same time it recognizes that it must produce spiritual 
qualities in its followers. For this reason Communism seeks 
to produce a counterfeit for almost every Christian doctrine 
and thus becomes a kind of pseudo-religion. The marks of 
religion are usually given as: 

1. A doctrine of God 

2. A doctrine of messiah or chosen revealer of God 

3. A doctrine of man 

4. A doctrine of salvation 

5. A doctrine of last things 


God 


The true Communist denies the existence of both God 
and the devil, although he is not always consistent—like the 
Shanghai newspaper which came out with a large headline 
stating that MacArthur is the devil. One Inter-Varsity stu- 
dent, when asked if Communism was the devil replied that 
if they would kindly define the devil to her she would be 
able to answer the question. Children in schools are taught 
to sing “There is no God, there is no devil, so do not be 
afraid.” The Communist gospel says that God is not love, 
God is not personal, but God is inevitably operating neces- 
sity which moves in history to redeem men’s bodies and 
minds from slavery, hunger, and injustice. 

This rejection of God inevitably leads to a totalitarian 
form of government. Those in this country who would re- 
ject Communistic atheism should consider the fact that a 
superficial acceptance of God without any true belief leads 
to materialism. It is tragically true that, generally speaking, 
the university education found in Western democracies is 
producing men and women whose basic attitude to God is 
not far removed from that of the Communist. 


The Messiah 
The Communist equivalent is a composite man, Marx- 
Lenin-Stalin, who is regarded as the revealer of the way 
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"and the truth of history and who alone has the words of 


economic life. For the Communist, economic life is the only, 
life. While no worship of God is permitted in Communism, 
the great teachers of the past and the leaders of today: are 
practically worshiped by the people. This is clearly seen in 
the hymns which are commonly sung on public occasions 
containing words such as “Our eternal liberator, we want 
no other saviour.” 


Man 

The communist doctrine of man is built upon the evolu- 
tionary theory. When students in one university asked how 
human life developed from inorganic matter the Commun- 
ist replied that there was directive power inherent in man. 
The very first course that every student is required to take 
deals with “the development of human society.” It shows 
how life has developed from the branches of the primeval 
forest and emphasizes the fact that our present society is 
entirely the product of man’s efforts. The favorite slogan 
is “Do not worship earth, do not worship heaven; only wor- 
ship the effort of the people.” Man, therefore, is only a 
higher and more intelligent animal whose actions are guid- 
ed solely by economic necessity. 

Salvation 

Communist salvation has no connection with sin as we 
understand it for to the Communist there is no such thing 
as sin. He has no absolute moral standards, for what is 
wrong today can be right tomorrow and always the end 
justifies the means. ‘To the Communist, evil is an accident 
due to all kinds of causes such as ignorance, social inequali- 
ties, and man’s animal origin. Communist salvation is con- 
cerned with the transformation of the man and of the so- 
ciety in which he lives. It is to be brought about purely by 
human means. Men must be saved from slavery, hunger, 
and injustice by the rising to absolute power of the prole- 
tariat. This material salvation is to be brought about by 
social, psychological, and educational means. A great deal 
of emphasis is placed upon the development of modern, 
scientific technology, and the Communists constantly con- 
fuse technical possibilities with moral capacity. While the 
Communist does not believe in sin as defined by the Christ- 
ian, he does constantly speak of imperialistic sins. A hand- 
book used in secondary schools in China states that “the 
five virtues of the new democracy are love of the father- 
land, love of labor, love of the people, love of science, and 
protection of public property. Failure in any of these re- 
spects is regarded as sin, and forgiveness is based upon con- 
fession of these sins. 


The Doctrine of Last Things 

The Communists believe that they “will make all things 
new.” They look forward to a new earth in which dwells 
not Christian righteousness but the socialist commonwealth. 
It is to be a completely balanced economic society free from 
all injustice and inequality. While claiming to believe in 
materialism, they are in fact idealists believing that man 
can eventually by his own efforts create a utopia on earth. 
The Communist believes in no future life, and therefore, 
the only form of judgment is that which comes in this life. 

The Communist bible is basically Das Kapital and the 
interpretations which have been added by Lenin, Stalin, 
and in China, Mao Tse-Tung. Its church, or fellowship of 
believers is the International Communist Party. It has its 
prophets and a regular hierarchy consisting of those who 
rule the party. 


(Continued on page 42) 
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CHAPTER 15 part 2 


SATAN AND HISTORY 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


he greatest symbol of Satan’s enmity against the children 
of Israel is that of Egypt. The traveler goes today to that ‘ 
ancient land and is filled with wonder at what he sees. 
One may speedily become accustomed to the sights of other 
lands and take them in normal course, but Egypt still has 
the power to evoke a strange amazement at what remains 
of that stupendous civilization. The magnitude of the build- 
ings, the hypostyle halls, the giant columns of the temples, 
the lanes of sphinxes, and supremely, the great pyramids, 
all remind us of the swelling force of a people who did all 
this work with nothing but their hands. And this people 
came from the loins of the accursed Ham. Even today in the 
language of the land, the name of the people and the 
country in which they dwell is that of the second son of 
Ham, Mizraim. 

The Scriptures clearly say that Satan made a special alli- 
ance with this son of Ham and built in him the colossal 
pride that raced in the veins of this people and furnished 
them the physical force to tear at the rocks and mountains 
of their land as though to compensate for their curse. They 
were to be slaves, were they? Then they would enslave every 
people upon whom they could forge chains; and they would 
rearrange the cosmic disorder of barren, stony hills into in- 
telligent mountains of pyramids and other monuments that 
would show the greatness of Ham. 


The Laughter of God 

The first time I came to the pyramids was by the slow 
approach of the road and the slower gait of the camel. The 
weight of the evidence of the ability of puny man was as- 
tounding, and one stood with no uncertain awe before 
these remnants of the seething energy of the ancient people. 
On a later occasion I came to the pyramids in the cabin of 
a stratoliner, flying up the coast of the Red Sea, enthralled 
with the tumbling ranges of mountains. We swung inland 
at dusk and the first lights of Cairo were beginning to 
twinkle. The earth was flat before us and from our great 
altitude the pyramids could be discerned with difficulty. 
Then suddenly they could be clearly identified, tiny warts 
on the vast plain, excrescences upon the clean, sandy desert. 
I entered into the laughter of God. It seemed to me that 
the sons of Ham, crawling ants by the great river below, 
must have been the cause of the Holy Spirit’s sad smile as 
He recorded the rage of the nations and the vain imagina- 
tion of the people. “The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord, and 
against his anointed, saying, Let us break their. bands 
asunder, and cast away their cords from us. He that sitteth 
in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall have them in 
derision. Then shall he speak to them in his wrath and 
vex them in his sore displeasure” (Psa. 2:2-5). 


20 An unsaved soul would hate Heaven 


Satan Discomfited 

The key to all that happened in Egypt is to be found in 
a verse buried in the book of Numbers. I say “buried,” al- 
though nothing is buried in the Word of God except by 
the neglect of man. “Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God” (Mt. 4:4). It is only when we comprehend this, and 
see, for example, the way that our Lord discomfited Satan 
with three little phrases taken out of the book of Deuter- 
onomy that we can see the true nature of the volume that 
lies in our hands. 

In the thirty-third chapter of Numbers, there is a record 
of the journeys of the children of Israel after they left the 
land of Egypt. The force of the verse should bring us to our 
feet with every nerve awake and every vein pulsing. It 
comes in the midst of what might be called a humdrum 
account of the geographical movements of the tribes. 

First we read, “These are the journeys of the children of 
Israel, which went forth out of the land of Egypt with their 
armies under the hand of Moses and Aaron. And Moses 
wrote their goings out according to their journeys by the 
commandment of the Lord, and these are their journeys 
according to their goings out. And they departed from 
Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first 
month; on the morrow after the passover the children of 
Israel went out with an high hand in the sight of all the 
Egyptians.” It is only an ordinary chronicle until we realize 
the drama of the last clause which we have set down in 
italics to prepare us for the next verse which needs to have 
a part set down in capital letters. “For the Egyptians buried 
all their firstborn, which the Lord had smitten among them; 
UPON THEIR GODS ALSO THE LORD EXECUTED JUDGMENTS” 
(Num. 33:1-4). And the next line goes back to the ordinary 
account of travel: “And the children of Israel removed 
from Rameses and pitched in Succoth.” 


Egypt’s Plagues 

Here is the formal statement that the forces of Satan 
were in alliance with the sons of Ham, and that the plagues 
in Egypt were God’s method of bringing things back to the 
course which He had determined. And here is the proof 
that it was not merely man acting against a decree of slavery 
but that it was Satan in all the force of his might in the 
invisible war engineering the movements of history for 
long periods of time while God patiently waited for what 
He has called “the fullness of time” (Gal. 4:4). 

This verse alone would be sufficient to justify our position 
that the whole movement of the Hamitic peoples was en- 
gineered by Satan and was a part of his campaign of rebel- 
lion. In the New Testament, there is a direct revelation of 
the fact that the power behind the thrones of earth is always 
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a Satanic power. We are told by the Holy Spirit that “we 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principali- 
ties, against powers, against the rulers of this world dark- 
ness, against wicked spirits in the heavenly places” (Eph. 
6:12). We are told, therefore, to take unto us the whole 
armor of God that we may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. Elsewhere it is revealed that “the weap- 
ons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God 
to the pulling down of strongholds” (2 Cor. 10:5). 

The devil was in Egypt. The devil was ruling Egypt. Be- 
hind Pharaoh there was Satan. When God sent Moses into 
the land, it was to lift the bondage of Ham from the chil- 
dren of Shem. It was also to lift the bondage of Satan and 
crush that sinister force which was in league with Ham and 
which is responsible for the wisdom of the Egyptians and 
the wonder of their civilization. 


Standards of Power 

The Bible records that there are three standards of power 
exhibited by God in the course of history. The first of these 
standards of power is that which He exercised in breaking 
the yoke of the mighty men and the mightier demons of 
Egypt and in bringing the children of Israel out into free- 
dom. The third of these standards of power, in point of 
time, is linked with the first in a comparison that takes it 
out of its chronological order. 

A hundred times in the course of the Bible narrative we 
have the record of the appeal to the first standard of power 
displayed when the Lord broke the bow of Egypt and set 
the mighty of that land to naught. But when God told the 
children of Israel that they were to be cast out of the 
promised land because of their sin, and were to be dispers- 
ed through all the world in a slavery that would be worse 
than their bondage in Egypt, he announced their future 
deliverance, and linked it with a coming display of power 
that will dwarf all that happened on the shores of the Nile. 

God speaks through Jeremiah, saying, “Therefore will I 
cast you out of this land into a land that ye know not, 
neither ye nor your fathers [surely they could not in their 
wildest imagination have thought of Manhattan and the 
Bronx, or the prison camps of Hitler!} and there shall ye 
serve other gods day and night; where I will not show you 
favor. Therefore, behold the days come, saith the Lord, 
that it shall no more be said, The Lord liveth, that brought 
up the children out of the land of Egypt; but, The Lord 
liveth that brought up the children of Israel from the land 
of the north, and from all the lands whither he had driven 
them; and I will bring them again into their land that I 
gave unto their fathers” (Jer. 16:13-15). 

And again, speaking through Micah, God describes the 
miraculous works which shall be performed by God in 
bringing the Jews—every last one of them—from their cor- 
ners of the earth. “According to the days of thy coming 
out of the land of Egypt will I show unto him new marvels. 
The nations shall see and be confounded at all their might; 
they shall lay their hand upon their mouth, their ears shall 


be deaf. They shall lick the dust like the serpent” (Mic 7: 


15-17). 
Wonders to Come 

The wonders that God will yet perform upon this earth 
will be of a measure to cause men to forget all that He did 
in the plagues of Egypt. “Dust shall be the serpent’s meat,” 
was spoken of the devil in the garden of Eden. Here it is 
stated that all who follow him shall know the same dis- 
comfiture. In the mouths of men shall be the dust of utter 
defeat, even as in Egypt He executed judgments on the gods 
of the land. 
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The second standard of power, the greatest of all, is that 
which the Lord has performed on our behalf in raising 


Christ from the dead, and with Him, counted as being - 


raised and seated in the heavenly places, the whole host of 
those who have put their trust in His Word and have fol- 
lowed by faith the path of God which seemed to be the 
path of humiliation but which ends in the skies. For when 
Christ rose from the dead, the infinite company of the be- 
lievers, chosen in Christ before the foundation of the 
world, were freed forever from the thralldom of the earth 
and Satan, and were joined to the risen Lord. The Greek — 
vocabulary is ransacked to bring together the expressions of 
force and might and power that were displayed by God in 
that triumphant hour when He manifested “what is the 
exceeding greatness of his power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of his mighty power, which he 
wrought in Christ when he raised him from the dead . ,. 
and you who were dead in trespasses and sins .. . and 
hath raised us up together and made us to sit together in 
the heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:19, 20; 2:1, 6). 


Judgment on the Gods 

We are now concerned with the first of these standards of 
power in which it is expressly stated that the Lord executed 
judgments upon the gods of Egypt. In order to understand 
this passage, and the whole of the chapters in Exodus relat- 
ing to the plagues, it is necessary for us to understand a 
little of the nature of the religion of Egypt. 

The worship of the land along the Nile is the greatest 
illustration of the truth of the revelation in the first of 
Romans concerning the departure of man from God and 
his consequent degradation. The history of humanity's 
descent into devil worship is clear and detailed. “They are 
without excuse; because that, when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became 
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was dark- 
ened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 
and changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an 
image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four- 
footed beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also gave 
them up...” (Rom. 1:20-24). 

There is the perfect description of the religion of Egypt. 
And the whole picture becomes comprehensible when we 
realize the extent of the identification of the demon gods 
with the land, the water, and the sky of Egypt. In order to 
realize this fully, it is necessary to understand some of the 
special features of life in Egypt. The country is like one 
of the small towns in America where the inhabitants have 
built only along the highway for several.miles; the town is 
thus forty blocks long and one block wide. Multiply this 
and you have a picture of much of Egypt. 

The Nile was the highway of the ancient land as it is 
today. The river came from the impenetrable south, and its 
source was lost in the mystery of legend. Cataracts barred 
the upper river from navigation and burning deserts came 
down to the water’s edge in what we know as the Sudan, 
while beyond the division of the river lay giant mountain 
chains, impassable to the men of that day. Vague rumors 
concerning the Nile source had come down into the lower 
land, and had been garbled to such an extent that Herodo- 
tus reported merely that the river came from the mountains 
of the moon. It is quite understandable, then, that a peo- 
ple which had departed from the solid ground, the true 
revelation of God, and had entered on the precipitous slopes 
of polytheism should have identified some of their divini- 
ties with the river. 


(Continued on page 40) 
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By W. WARREN FILKIN, JR. 


The Sunday school lesson commentaries 
in Evernity for the months of September 
and October have been written by Dr. War- 
ren Filkin, professor of Christian Education, 
Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Chicago. We are pleased to present these ex- 
cellent commentaries by one of the country’s 
leaders in the Sunday school field. Circum- 
stances have prevented Dr. Filkin from con- 
tinuing the commentaries for the usual two- 
year period, but we have been fortunate in 
obtaining the talents of the Rev. Harold 
Fife, international chairman of the North 
Africa Mission, for this important assign- 
ment. Mr. Fife’s commentaries will begin 
with the November issue. 


SEPTEMBER 18, 1955 
God’s Call to Righteousness 


Background Scripture: Malachi 3:1-6, 13-18 
Devotional Reading: Ephesians 5:1-8 
Memory Selection: Malachi 2:10, “Have we 
not all one father? Has not one God 
created us? Why then are we faithless 
to one another .. . ? 


Is there any real value in 
serving God? Is God really 
God after all? Does He know anything 
about what men do? Is He at all concerned 
with what men think, say, or do? The les- 
son ge for this Sunday beats on this 
and related problems. The passage is taken 
from Malachi 3. 

What do you know about Malachi, the 
man? There is nothing in the Bible about 
him apart from the book that bears his 
name. Indeed, there are many who insist 
that the title of the book is not a man’s 
name at all, but rather merely a sort of 
pen name, having a symbolic meaning. If 
this be true, then this is the only book in 
all of the “twelve” so-called minor prophets 
not to bear the name of a man known to 
be a prophet. It should be noted that the 
very term “minor prophets” is a slur on 
these great prophets whose work has been 
put into this classification just because their 
writings are shorter than the writings of 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, or Ezekiel. In the light 
of what has been said, it would appear on 
the surface that wisdom would require the 
title of the book, Malachi, also to be the 
name of the human author. 

The name, Malachi, means “my messen- 
ger” in Hebrew, and is very likely a con- 
traction of Malachi-jah, meaning “messen- 
ger of Jehovah.” 
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INTRODUCTION 


No one knows exactly when this book 
was written, since there is no dating sug- 
gested in the book, apart from the subject 
matter itself. Here the reader is given some 
help, for the sins condemned in the book 
are similar in many respects to the sins 
condemned by Nehemiah. 

Both writers charge that the people have 
defiled the priesthood, with all that that 
involved (Neh. 13:29; Mal. 2:8). 

Both writers charge that the people have 
married outside their own race and so have 
intermingled with the surrounding peoples 
and lost their commanded state of separa- 
tion (Neh. 13:23-25; Mal. 2:11, 12). 

Both writers charge that money that 
should have been given for the support of 
the Temple worship had been withheld 
(Neh. 13:10, lla; Mal. 3:8-10). 

Both writers charge neglect of and dis- 
honor to the Temple and its services (Neh. 
13:4, 5, 11; Mal. 1:12, 13). 

Both charge that men had repudiated 
their legitimate wives (Neh. 13:23, 27; Mal. 
2:15, 16). The suggestion is that these for- 
eign marriages were accompanied by di- 
vorce and cruelty. 

Nehemiah speaks of desecration of the 
Sabbath. He had made strict regulations 
about this (Neh. 13:15-22). While Malachi 
makes no mention of this, he does denounce 
the practice of offering blemished animals 
for sacrifices. It would appear that the 
same spirit which would prompt the one 
would also bring about the other. 

Apparently, therefore, Malachi and Ne- 
hemiah lived and worked about the same 
time, since the conditions to which each, 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
addresses himself are so similar. This would 
mean then that Malachi lived and wrote 
about a hundred years after Haggai and 
Zechariah had aroused the ple in Jer- 
usalem out of their lethargy and called 
them to rebuild the Temple. The new 
Temple, not as beautiful as the Temple of 
Solomon, was dedicated in 516 B.C. 

Thus, in Malachi’s time, the Jews had 
been back from Babylon about a hundred 
years, cured by the captivity of their idol- 
atry, but prone to neglect the house of 
God. They had well nigh forgotten that 
the captivity had ever taken place. What 
religion they had was largely perfunctory 
and nominal. The priests had become lax 
and degenerated. Sacrifices were inferior. 
Tithes were neglected. Divorce was com- 
mon. The people had reverted to their old 
practice of intermarrying with idolatrous 
neighbors. On this read Ezra 9. 

So the Jews, favored of God above all 
nations, discouraged by their weakness, and 


wedded to their sins, had. settled down, in 
a lethargic state of mind, to wait for the 
coming of the promised Messiah. Malachi 


assured them that the Messiah would come, 


for for people like them it would mean 
not hope but judgment (Mal. 3:2, 3; cf. 
4:1). 

George L. Robinson refers to Malachi as 
“the Hebrew Socrates.” Dr. Robinson, of 
course, has reference to the peculiar liter- 
ary style of the writing, which is one of 
afirmation, interrogation, and refutation, 
found seven times in the book. It works 
out like this: first, the writer, speaking for 
God, makes a charge or an accusation; 
then, he imagines someone raising an ob- 
jection and proceeds to refute the objection 
in detail, substantiating the truth of the 
original proposition. The writing is prose, 
but not prosaic. 

To read the entire book aloud at a single 
sitting is to come to a fresh appreciation 
of the thrust of the book. 

Two paragraphs from the book, Malachi 
3:1-6 and Malachi 3:13-18, form the basis 
for the thinking in the present lesson. 
These two passages are a startling call to 
men who winked at God’s standards to 
come back to His way and will. 


AN OUTLINE 1. The occasion: The 

question, “Where is the 
God of justice?” Mal. 2:17. Compare with 
Mal. 3:13, “Your words have been stout 
against me, saith the Lord.” 

2. A startling announcement: Two mes- 
sengers. Mal. 3:1-3. One will prepare the 
way. 3:1. One will bring judgment. 3:2, 3. 

§. The results of this judgment will be 
significant. Mal. 3:4-6. The worship in 
Jerusalem will again please the Lord. 3:4. 
Sinners of all kinds will come to judgment. 
3:5. God will demonstrate Himself to be 
the eternally unchanging One. 3:6. The 
judgment will reveal the shallowness of the 
people’s worship. 3:14. The judgment will 
reveal the distorted sense of values the peo- 
ple have. 3:15. 

4. The challenge and thrill of unbroken 
fellowship with God and the faithful rem- 
nant in the midst of the great wickedness. 
Mal. 3:16, 17. God’s great “book of remem- 
brance.” 

5. The coming day of clear-cut spiritual 
discernment. Mal. 3:18. 


DISCUSSION 

It will be seen that the evils that Malachi 
condemns have their roots in hearts that 
are destitute of the fear of God (3:5). They 
bear fruit in open ungodliness and in the 
wicked challenge addressed to Him to make 
good His title “the God of judgment” or 
“the God of justice” (2:17). God quickly 
takes up this challenge. 

God reminds these wicked, unbelieving 
Jews that the One whom they profess to 
seek and desire (cf. “desire of nations,” 
Hag. 2:7) will suddenly appear. He is “the 
messenger of the covenant, whom ye desire: 
behold he cometh, saith Jehovah of hosts” 
(3:1). Before him will come “my messen- 
ger,” (3:1) referred to as the second Elijah 
(4:5), and referred to in the New Testa- 
ment as fulfilled in the forerunner of 
Christ, John the Baptist. The quotation, 
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord,” is from 
the more familiar passage in Isaiah 40:3. 
John the Baptist identifies himself with the 
“my messenger” promised in Malachi 3:1 
in Matthew 11:10; Mark 1:2, and Luke 7:27. 

A second messenger, called “the messen- 
ger of the covenant,” will also come. This 
will be the Messiah. The verses of the les- 
son show that He is glorious, as seen from 
the fact that a divine messenger is sent to 
prepare the way for Him, and as seen in 
the description of Him here; He is awe- 
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inspiring: “Who can abide the day of his 
coming, and who shall stand when he ap- 
peareth”; He is thorough: “He is like a 
refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap; and he 
will sit as a refiner and ‘purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the sons of Levi, and re- 
fine them as gold and silver”; and all of 
this suggests that He is successful, for the 
offerings to the Lord will be made in right- 
eousness, and this worship of Judah and 
Jerusalem, which has for so long been a 
weariness to the Jews and something to be 
“snuffed at” (Mal. 1:13), will be pleasant 
unto the Lord as in the days of old. 

This picture of the Messiah is a most 
needed one. Moses gives the picture of the 
Messiah as Leader and Prophet; Isaiah 
gives a picture of the Messiah as Sufferer, 
Conqueror, and Comforter; Daniel, the 
Messiah as Prince; here the Messiah is the 
Great Refiner. 


One writer suggests that the two figures, 
the refiner’s fire and the fuller’s soap (Mal. 
3:2), picture two sorts of material for 
cleansing: the one severe, where the baser 
materials are inworked with the rich ore; 
the other mild, where the filth of the world 
is easily washed away, through the fuller’s 
soap, the milder process. 

In Malachi 3:13 the prophet repeats the 
charge of open ungodliness which he had 
already made in Malachi 2:17. The Jews 
virtually deny such action and attitude (v. 
13), but he meets this with a recital of the 
wicked language they have used (v. 14), 
and the profane conclusion at which they 
had arrived (v. 15). The prophet sets over 
against these the secret conversations among 
those of the godly remnant, and declares 
that even now the righteous Judge discerns 
between the two, and that already “names 
are written in heaven,” of those whom He 
will claim for His own in the day of His 
discriminating action (vv. 16, 17). In that 
day all men shall “return” from their wan- 
derings of doubt and defiance, and acknowl- 
edge the justice of the discerning sentence 
(v. 18). The ultimate issue will vindicate 
the confidence of God’s servants and will 
silence the taunts of His foes. Note here 
Romans 8:31-39 and Jude 14, 15. 


LESSONS FOR What lessons of value for 


TODAY persons living in 1955 
suggest themselves from this chapter of 
Scripture? 


1. Believers and unbelievers alike today 
ought to note the severer side of the work 
of the Messiah. This is as confusing to peo- 
ple today, accustomed as they are to talk 


about the loving Jesus, as it was to the’ 


Jews of Jesus’ own time. Note here Matthew 
3:10-12, where John the Baptist emphasizes 
the severer side of the Messiah who is about 
to be revealed. 

2. There is an absolute difference be- 
tween right and wrong. When believers be- 
come conscious of this Messenger of the 
Covenant, “the Sun of Righteousness” who 
will arise with healing in His wings, they 
have light to see the difference between 
right and wrong. The idea of relativity 
with regard to ethics and morals is foreign 
to Scripture. God’s standards are eternal 
standards. Verse 18 emphasizes this. 

3. The blessings and privileges of the 
faithful are as great today as they were in 
Malachi’s day (Note especially Mal. 3:16, 
17). There, the faithful have the ear of 
God, a record with God, communion with 
God, protection by God, and high esteem 
in His sight. This is true today. Believers 


appropriating such blessing will be more . 


joyful, hopeful Christians. 

4. Those who love the Lord should talk 
with each other and with the Lord in spite 
of conditions around them. “Then they 
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that feared the Lord spake one with anoth- 
er; and the Lord hearkened, and heard, 
and a book of remembrance was written 
before him, for them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought upon his name” (3:16). 
Believers ought to talk more and more 
about the Lord. “When the fire burns low, 
the coals that are alive should be brought 
together, that they may be blown into a 
flame.” Here one is reminded of Jonathan 
and David (1 Sam. 23:16-18); Jeremiah and 
Baruch (Jer. 45:1-5); Paul in prison and 
his friends “which have been a comfort un- 
to me” (Col. 4:11; cf Heb. 10:24, 25). 
Christian conversation should find its place 
in the family (Deut. 6:6-8) and among be- 
lievers generally (Eph. 5:19). 

5. Man’s hope lies in God’s unchange- 
ableness (Mal. 3:6): 

6. God still keeps His list of the faithful, 
loyal ones serving Him in His “book of re- 
membrance.” Believers are saved by grace 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, but 
they will be rewarded for their works (2 
Cor. 5:10). 

7. Each man must determine for himself 
whether the “day of the Lord” is to be for 
him a day of terror or a day of joy (Mal. 
3:2-4). 


SEPTEMBER 25, 1955 
New Respect for God’s Law 


Background Scripture: Nehemiah 8, 9; 
10:28-39; Ezekiel 20:19, 20 
Print Ezekiel 20:19, 20; Nehemiah 9:1-3; 
10:32, 35, 37, 39 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 19:7-14 
Memory Selection: Ezekiel 20:19, “I am the 
Lord your God; walk in my statutes, and 

be careful to observe my ordinances.” 


What is God’s plan for 
calling His people back to 
Himself? How does this work out in prac- 
tice? “Why doesn’t God do something” is 
the common question of the carnal, un- 
regenerate mind. Is God doing anything? 
Does He have any instrument with which 
to work? The lesson for today bears on this 
and related problems. 


INTRODUCTION 


EZEKIEL 20:19, 20 The book of Ezekiel may 

be divided roughly into 
three parts, chapters | to 24, written by 
Ezekiel before the fall of Jerusalem, and 
chapters 33 through 48 written after the 
fall of Jerusalem. The intervening chapters 
are against other nations existing in Ezek- 
iel’s day. The first portion of the book is 
a warning and a call to repentance; the 
last portion is a book of comfort and hope, 
a call to the people to believe that out of 
the disaster that the people have brought 
on themselves God will bring glory to His 
_— and healing to the people and their 
land. 

The occasion for the discourse of Ezekiel 
20 was the visit of some of the elders of 
Israel to Ezekiel to inquire what message 
the Lord had to give them in their present 
trials. They were among those who had 
been carried captive to Babylon either with 
Daniel around 605 B.C. or with King Je- 
hoiachin about 597 B.C. The elders likely 
hoped that Ezekiel would tell them, as 
other prophets were doing, that the time 
of their deliverance out of Babylon, as well 
as the deliverance of Jerusalem, was near 
at hand. Ezekiel was not concerned with 
the predictions of the false prophets. He 
was concerned that the elders know why 
they were in their present crisis. In Ezekiel 
20:1-32, Ezekiel gives a resume of the peo- 
ple’s rebellion during five distinct periods: 





(1) in Egypt, (2) in the wilderness, (3) on 
the borders of Canaan,. (4) in Canaan, and 
(5) in the time of the prophet himself. 

In Ezekiel 20:3, he declares that he will 
not be inquired of by them since their 
moral condition precluded them from the 
ability of knowing the will of God (Psa. 
66:18; Prov. 28:9; cf. John 7:17, “If any 
man will (Greek, wishes to) do His will, 
he shall know of the doctrine”). Ezekiel says 
that what they need te know is the cause 
of their present sufferings. The elders are 
to tell the ple that the abominations of 
their fathers, of which theirs are a comple- 
ment and a counterpart, are the cause of 
their sufferings, and call for judgment rath- 
er than comfort and deliverance at the pres- 
ent. time. 

It is in this discourse that the prophet 
reminds the elders that God had command- 
ed the people not to walk according to the 
pattern of their fathers, nor defile them- 
selves with their idols, but to walk in 
God’s statutes, and to keep His ordinances 
and do them (Ezek. 20:19). Further, they 
were commanded: Hallow my sabbaths; and 
they shall be a sign between me and you, 
that ye may know that I am Jehovah your 
God. But the children rebelled against me; 
they walked not in my statutes, neither 
kept mine ordinances to do them, which if 
a man do, he shall live in them (Ezek. 20: 
20, 21). 

God’s written Word was His standard and 
His pattern for the people to follow. Again 
and again they had rebelled, declares Ezek- 
iel. In Nehemiah’s day, this was still God’s 
pattern and His standard, for peace and 
blessing. 


NEHEMIAH 8-10 

The work of Ezra and Nehemiah is sum- 
marized in the books that bear their names. 
The book of Ezra itself begins with the ac- 
count of the return of Jewish “captives” 
from Babylon in 536 B.C., together with 
the erection of the altar and the rebuilding 
of the Temple at Jerusalem in the midst of 
adversaries. —The Temple, it will be re- 
membered, was left unfinished after the 
Jews arrived in Jerusalem until they were 
moved by the preaching of Haggai and 
Zechariah to get to the work. In 516 B.C., 
the restored Temple was dedicated (Ezra 
1-6). Ezra a scribe in 458 B.C. led a group 
of Jews from Babylon to Jerusalem and 
effected certain reforms (Ezra 7-10). Some 
years later, Nehemiah, who had risen to a 
position of real responsibility, that of cup- 


‘bearer to King Artaxerxes, who was now 


ruler over the Persian empire, received 
word through one of the men recently re- 
turned from Jerusalem concerning the state 
of affairs in Jerusalem. It was a discourag- 
ing and distressing picture (Neh. 1:1-3). 
The report cut Nehemiah to the very heart, 
so that he sat down and wept for several 
days. He fasted and prayed. He confessed 
his sin; he confessed for himself and his 
people. As he came before the king soon 
afterward, the king sensed that something 
grave was bearing down upon the heart 
and spirit of his favored worker. Nehemiah 
told of the condition of his land and his 
people. The king asked what he wanted to 
do about it, and Nehemiah asked that he 
might return to Jerusalem and bring about 
the necessary repairs. This permission was 
granted, with official documents to back up 
the work. Nehemiah 1-6 gives the account 
of Nehemiah’s return to Jerusalem and the 
rebuilding of the walls. Chapter 7 is a rec- 
ord of the registration of the Jews in 
Judah. Chapter 8 describes the reading of 
the Law by Ezra, who now reappears on 
the scene after what appears to be a period 
of retirement following his earlier reforms, 
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with the resultant reconsecration of the 
people (chapters 9 and 10). 

l. The reading of the law by Ezra. Ne- 
hemiah 8. 

One should note the following concern- 
ing the book of the Law in Nehemiah 8: 
desire for the Book (v. 1); opening of the 
Book (v. 5); respect for the Book (v. 5, 
“All the people stood up”); reading the 
Book (v. 8); understanding the Book (v. 
8); interest in the Book (v. 18); obedience 
to the Book (vv. 14-16). What Ezra and 
those helping him did, all of those teaching 
the Word of God should do today: “And 
they read in the book, in the law of God, 
distinctly; and they gave the sense, so that 
they understood the reading.” This suggests 
that a good teacher will read clearly, inter- 
pretatively; he will paraphrase where neces- 
sary, to make the meaning clear, and then 
he will illustrate, so that his students will 
really understand, grasp the meaning. It is 
no wonder that a great revival broke out 
(vv. 9-18). 

2. The renewal of the covenant. Nehe- 
miah 9. 

Following the reading of the Law and 
the observance of the Feast of Tabernacles, 
the children of Israel assembled again, this 
time for fasting, public confession of sin, 
and repentance, as symbolized by the wear- 
ing of sackcloth and the throwing of dust 
upon the head. The children of Israel de- 
termined to separate themselves from all 
foreigners, including their unlawful wives. 
They confessed their sins, and the sins of 
their fathers. The reform work of Ezra 
years earlier had perhaps not been as thor- 
ough as one would desire. Others un- 
touched by the earlier work of Ezra may 
have come in who continued in the for- 
bidden practices. 

All of this made it necessary for Nehe- 
miah again to take vigorous measures to 
avoid the disastrous consequences to the 
character and prosperity of the Jews. A 
solemn fast, therefore, was now observed 
for the expression of sorrow and penitence 
for their sins, which the reading of the 
Law had aroused, but which the people 
had been discouraged from expressing dur- 
ing the Feast of Tabernacles. 

The reading of the book of the Law (v. 
3) continued with great zeal and interest 
for several hours every day. In their wor- 
ship, God’s great mercy in the forgiveness 
of their great and multiplied offences, in 
delivering them from the judgments they 
so much deserved, had been made so clear 
by His Presence with them (Neh. 9:20) to 
convict and to cleanse, that they sought for 
God’s continued grace and protection. 

3. The covenant signed. Nehemiah 10. 

The statement of a new covenant being 
made is recorded in Nehemiah 9:38. The 
names of those that sealed that new cove- 
nant appear in Nehemiah 10:1-27. These 
“and the rest of the people” (Neh, 10:28) 
agree to walk in God’s Law, which was 
given by Moses the servant of God, and to 
observe to do all the commandments of 
Jehovah. These commandments are then 
spelled out in detail (Neh. 10:29-31). They 
have to do with unholy marriages, doin 
business on the Sabbath or a holy day, and 
also with the injunctions given by Moses 
(Deut. 15:1, 2 and Ex. 23:10, 11) which de- 
clared that land should lie idle every seven 
years and that creditors should be released 
at the end of every seven years. 

The people further promised to give the 
third part of a shekel for the service of the 
house of God (Neh. 10:32), In Exodus 30: 
11-16, the amount named for this service 
is “a half shekel.” The change perhaps was 
due to an alteration in the weight of the 
shekel. Verse 33 apparently spells out “the 
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service of the house of our God” and ex- 
plains what the money thus collected was 
for. The people further promised to bring 
“the first-fruits of their ground, and the 
first-fruits of all fruit of all manner of 
trees, year by year, unto the house of Je- 
hovah, and even their first-born sons and 
cattle—all weré to be given to the Lord for 
His service. 

Further, they were to bring the tithes of 
their ground to the Levites (Neh. 10:37), 
who would give them to the priest, the son 
of Aaron, and these tithes were then to be 
placed in the chambers, in the treasure 
house. The closing portion of the covenant 
is most expressive, “And we will not forsake 
the house of our God” (Neh. 10:39). 


It will be remembered that many of the 
Jews had a persistent tendency to form al- 
liances with their heathen neighbors and 
to be indifferent to the external ordinances 
of religion. Ezra 9 and Nehemiah 13 illus- 
trate this. “It was to counteract these evils 
that the prominence was given to those 
regulations which were calculated to pre- 
serve the separateness of the Jewish race, 
and to accentuate the sacredness of their 
religious institutions. The stress thus laid 
upon the cerémonial law was not due to 
any relapse from the spiritual faith of the 
prophets to the more material and mechan- 
ical ideas of primitive times, but was in- 
tended to impress upon the people a sense 
of the transcendent sanctity of the God 
with whom they enjoyed such privileged 
relations” (Dummelow). 

That Nehemiah kept all of this in mind 
is clear from Nehemiah 13. Here the ac- 
count appears of one Tobiah, who had 
weaseled his way by marriage and con- 
nivance into the sacred precincts of the 
Temple itself (Neh. 13:1-8). Nehemiah saw 


to it that he was thrown out of the cham- 
ber of the courts of the house of God to- 
gether with all of the “household stuff.” 
Further, as Nehemiah discovered that the 
pore were not paying the tithes as they 

ad promised, he saw to it that they kept 
their promises (Neh. 13:10 ff.). The people, 
many of them, also continued to be lax in 
their observance of the Sabbath and in 
marrying with heathen peoples, and Nehe- 
miah had to stay right by the people with 
the covenant which they had made before 
the Lord. 

Walter F. Adeney in The Expositor’s 
Bible comments that the matter of tithes is 
as important to the worshipper as it is to 
the service of the house of itself. “The 
cry for a cheap religion is irreligious, be- 
cause real religion demands sacrifices, and 
indeed, necessarily promotes the liberal 
spirit from which those sacrifices flow.” In 
this particular instance, the tithes were 
brought forth by the voluntary agreement 
of the people to the covenant. 


LESSONS FOR What lessons of practical 
TODAY value grow out of the les- 
son passages for today? The following may 
be noted: 

1. A revival of reading the Bible, the 
Word of God, among those professing to 
be God’s people today would pave the way 
for a great spiritual Riecgy we « either here 
in America or anywhere else in the world. 
Believers today may abstain from so-called 
worldly practices, but the fact remains that 
present-day life is so secular in spirit that 
Psalm 10: z is'true for the average et ee 
“God is not in all his thoughts.” ith 
this lesson today goes a call for the same 
sort of attitude f+ interest and faithful- 
ness and obedience in Bible reading that 
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was demonstrated by the Jews with Ezra 
in Nehemiah 8. 

2. Real Christianity costs something—but 
it is worth what it costs. 

8. A real revival will show up in the 
practical daily living of the people. They 
will show love toward their creditors—and 
toward those to whom they have obliga- 
tions of any sort. They will see to it that 
their domestic life is a testimony of what 
they profess to believe. Believers today 
need to exercise a practical and realistic 
outlook toward marrying outside the 
Christian faith (2 Cor. 6:14-18). 

4. The true believer can well afford to 
make some honest-to-goodness promises to 
God and then by His grace live by them to 
Christ’s glory. 

5. “Real godliness is not incompatible 
with early success,” says J. Sidlow Baxter. 
“Indeed it often happens that godliness is 
a first factor in promoting and furthering 
such success.” Nehemiah is a great example 
of this as cupbearer to the king. 


OCTOBER 2, 1955 
The World into Which Jesus Came 
Background Scripture: Luke 2:1-40 
Print Luke 2:1-14 
Devotional Reading: John 1:1-14 
Memory Selection: Luke 2:10, “Be not 
afraid; for behold, I bring you good news 
of a great joy which will come to 
all people.” 


INTRODUCTION “The most beautiful book 
TO THE GOSPEL in the world.” That is 
ACCORDING what Renan called the 
TO LUKE Gospel According to Luke. 


This is the book we study for the next six 
months in these lessons. What a privilege 
and what a thrill may be ours as we see 
again the Perfect Man who was—and is— 
the Saviour of the world. 

Writers have vied with one another to 
speak the praises of every paragraph of this 
wonderful book. From the opening para- 
graph, the preface, to the closing state- 
ment—“And they worshipped him, and re- 
turned to Jerusalem with great joy: and 
were continually in the temple praising and 
blessing God. Amen.”—the book stirs the 
imagination and blesses the soul. 

The Preface. : 

be cag. of the preface, Dr. Charles R. 
Erdman says that it is a perfect gem of 
Greek art, losing little in its translation in- 
to English. “As a prologue it is regarded as 
unsurpassed for brevity, modesty, and dig- 
nity. However, its value lies not in_ its 
beauty but in its testimony to the veracity 
of the writer and to the historic worth and 
absolute credibility of the gospel story. The 
fact of inspiration should not blind us to 
the human means by which the Spirit of 
God secured accuracy in the conimunica- 
tion of the truth and in the composition 
of the Holy Scriptures. . . . Surely such an 
introduction (Luke 1:1-4) must remind 
every reader that our Christian faith is 
based upon an impregnable foundation of 
historic faith.” 

Here a word concerning the inspiration 
of the Scriptures may be helpful. How God 
through the Holy Spirit could lead a man 
to write down without error the very 
truths He wanted men to have, and at the 
same time have the human writer keep his 
own individuality, is difficult to say. Yet 
this is what is involved in inspiration— 
verbal, plenary inspiration. This view main- 
tains the superintendency of the Holy 
Spirit, says Merrill F. Unger in his Intro- 
ductory Guide to the Old Testament, 
“rendering the writers of Scripture infal- 
lible in their communications of truth and 
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inerrant in their literary productions; yet 
leaves room for the fullest play of person- 
ality, style, and educational and cultural 
background of the individual authors.” 
This was true of the author of the Gospel 
According to Luke. 

“This introductory paragraph (Luke 1:1- 
4) has a unique interest; there is nothing 
else quite like it in the New Testament,” 
writes J. M. E. Ross, in A Devotional 
Commentary. “If we have admired and 
reverenced from a distance the work of a 
great artist, we count it a peculiar priv- 
ilege to be admitted to his studio and to 
be allowed to watch him at his easel. And 
here we are allowed to view an Evangelist 
at his work: we are admitted to the secret 
of his method. . . . Every phrase here is 
instructive and suggestive to the historical 
imagination; the disciple turned historian 
beckons us into his room, and shares with 
us both method and motive.” For a more 
extended treatment of these verses see 
Luke -the Historian, by A. T. Robertson 
(Scribner’s, 1920). 

The Author—Luke, the Beloved Physi- 
cian. 

Luke does not mention his own name in 
either the Gospel bearing his name: or the 
Acts of the Apostles, which also is attribut- 
ed to him. It will be noted that both books 
are ascribed to one Theophilus, who, Bruce 
suggests, may have played the part -of 
patronus libri, and paid the expenses of 
the production of the Gospel. Luke’s Gos- 
pel, says Thiessen, was written to confirm 
Theophilus in the Christian faith and 
through or by him to do the same for all 
who might read the Gospel. Paul alone 
names Luke (Col. 4:14; 2 Tim. 4:11; Phile- 
mon 24). From Acts 11:28 some conclude 
that Luke was not a convert of Paul, but 
rather one of the very earliest members of 
the church at Antioch. He was with Paul 
on his second missionary journey and much 
of the time later. This is indicated by the 
use of the first person plural, commonly 
called the “we sections” in Acts (e.g., Acts 
16:11-40; 20:1-17). He returned to Jerusa- 
lem with Paul at the close of the third 
missionary journey, remained with him at 
Caesarea, and accompanied him to Rome 
(Acts 20-28). 

Luke was a Gentile. This is clear from 
Colossians 4:14, where Paul distinguishes 
Luke from those “of the circumcision.” In 
this same passage Paul refers to him as 
“the beloved physician,” which suggests 
that he was Paul’s medical adviser, and 
doubtless prolonged his life and rescued 
him from many a serious illness (A. T. 
Robertson). 


Characteristics of the Book. 


This book is characterized by its unusual 
literary beauty. “The divine Spirit chose 
and equipped a rare instrument in the 
etic and refined personality of Luke and 
through him gave to the world that version 
of the gospel story which is most exquisite 
in style and most finished in form.” 

It is also characterized by its wealth of 
human interest. “It is a story of real life; 
it is suffused with emotion; it is full of 
gladness and sorrow, of songs and of tears; 
it is vocal with praise and with prayer.” 

As such it is the Gospel of childhood, the 
Gospel of the home, and the Gospel of the 
poor and the lowly. It is a Gospel of wom- 
anhood. No other Gospel gives woman 
anything like so large a place as Luke. It 
is a Gospel of prayer. Note the place of 
prayer given in this Gospel through the 
life and work of Christ. 

This Gospel is also characterized by its 
universal interest. It is a Gentile Gospel. 
“The book is everywhere filled with a 
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world-wide purpose not so fully expressed 
by the other evangelists” (J. B. Tidwell). 
The announcement of the angels was “of 
great joy which shall be to all people” 
(Lk. 2:10) and so on through to the closing 
chapter of the book. 


Many believe that Matthew's Gospel with 
its emphasis upon Christ as King had spe- 
cial appeal to the Jews, and that Mark’s 
Gospel had special appeal to the Romans, 
and that Luke wrote in such a way as to 
have special interest to the Greeks, who 
were concerned presumably with perfect 
manhood. Christ therefore as the Perfect 
Man, the Saviour of all men, as presented 
in Luke, would have such appeal to the 
Greeks. 

Those planning this series of lessons sug- 
gest that emphasis in this lesson be laid 
upon the historical fact of the Saviour’s 
birth and upon the character of the world 
into which He was born, since the lesson 
for December 25 will again touch upon 
numerous verses in Luke 1 and 2. 


IN THE FULLNESS The Gospel According to 
OF TIME Luke may well be a di- 
vine commentary on Galatians 4: 4, 5: “But 
when the fulness of the time came, God 
sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law, that he might redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might re- 
ceive the adoption of sons.” The passage 
with its phrase, “When the fulness of the 
time came,” suggests a reference to the 
world into which Jesus came. 

S. Angus in The Environment of Early 
Christianity points out that two extreme 
views about the condition of the ancient 
world are prevalent. Some represent the 
ancient world as producing Christianity 
automatically. “Christianity is merely a re- 
sult of evolution and human _ progress.” 
This view, we, of course, must reject. Oth- 
ers insist that Christianity was wholly new 
and in absolute antithesis to the world in 
which it appeared. “The ancient world 
labored and brought forth nothing: the 
only contribution it made to the gospel 
was entirely negative—dire need. Everything 
excellent came only with the Christian era, 
God having given the ancient peoples over 
to their own carnal hearts.” This view 
would have much in its favor. Angus be- 
lieves, however, “the best method of mag- 
nifying Christianity is not the belittling of 
Heathenism. To secure the right perspec- 
tive Christianity must be viewed not only 
in contrast but also in contact with its en- 
vironment. . . . The student cannot with 


impunity dissever Christianity from the 


fabric of its age.” 

There were a number of factors that 
made the time of Jesus’ birth aptly de- 
scribed by the phrase, “in the fulness of 
time.” When Alexander the Great became 
the ruler of the western world, he made 
the Greek language the international 
tongue of the day, such as French was be- 
fore World War I. Not too many years ago 
it was popular among those who called 
themselves scholars to look down their 
noses at the Greek of the New Testament. 
It was not like Classical Greek. Those who 
called themselves scholars generally con- 
sidered the Greek of the New Testament a 
sort of mongrel language, and many of 
those who sought to defend the New Testa- 
ment argued that the Greek of the New 
Testament was a special language that God 
had made just for the purpose of giving 
the world His inspired Word. 

Today the language matter is clear. The 
Greek of the New Testament was the Greek 
used throughout the Graeco-Roman world 
in Jesus’ day. It was the international lan- 
guage. With the discovery of thousands of 
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the Koine or Common Greek, then was an 
important factor in the idea of “the fulness 
of times.” 

There was also the transportation factor. 
The Graeco-Roman world was bound to- 
gether by a marvelous system of highways, 
some of which are in existence even today. 
It was into this world that Christ came. 
This in itself was a mighty factor in the 
first-century spread of the message of the 
G 1 According to Luke. 

orally and spiritually, the Graeco- 
Roman world was not only in dire need, 
but it was already looking for a universal 
religion. This Luke in his Gospel set forth 
in a Saviour for the whole world. 

Another factor of importance in the 
world into which Jesus came was the dis- 
— of the Jews among the nations. 

is, says Angus, was probably the largest 
single factor in the — for Christ- 
ianity, as necessary for Christianity as was 
Israel’s earlier seclusion. One important as- 


pect of the ion of the Jews was its 
demand for a Bible that the Jews of 
Christ's day could read. Long re this 


time the Jews, by and large, had lost their 
feel for the Hebrew language. This demand 
for a Bible in a language they could under- 
stand was met by the translation of the 
Hebrew Scriptures into the Greek, the 
Koine Greek referred to’ above. There is 
evidence to show that this Greek transla- 
tion of the Scriptures was the one Jesus 
read and quoted on a number of occasions. 

The rise of the Roman Empire was a 
‘tremendous factor in the preparation of 


the world for Christianity. “The more im- 
mediate mission of the empire was to con- 
solidate and civilize, to order out of 
secial chaos, to restore peace and security 
to society. Rome had a genius for order 
and organization. . . . The empire gave a 
weary world a period of rest and recuper- 
ation from untold suffering and social up- 
heavals. . . . The whole civilized world was 
practically at rest when Christianity ap- 
peared” (Angus). 


BRIEF OUTLINE The Worlu into Which 


Jesus Came. Luke 2:1-40. 

I. The times. vv. 1-7. 

“In those days, there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus, that all the world 
should be enrolled. This was the first en- 
roliment made when Quirinius was gover- 
nor of Syria.” vv. 1, 2. All of this suggests 
the importance of being conversant with 
the conditions in the Graeco-Roman world 
at the time of Jesus’ birth. 

“Only the most recent scholarship has 
vindicated the historic accuracy of Luke in 
connecting the event with the decree of 
August and with the enrollment under 
Quirinius (Cyrenius, A.V.). However these 
facts are mentioned by Luke not so much 
to fix the date of the birth of Christ as to 
explain how this occurred in Bethlehem 
when the home of His parents was in 
Nazareth. Only a legal necessity would have 
made them willing to take a journey at 
such a time, but thus it appears that the 
emperor of the world was concerned un- 
consciously in the fulfillment of divine 
prophecy concerning the Saviour of the 
world” (Erdman). 

Il. The adoration of the shepherds. vv. 
8-20. 

III. The presentation of Jesus, and the 
“Nunc Dimittis.” vv. 21-38. 
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IV. The silent years.at Nazareth. vv. 39, 
40. 
From the Book of Common Prayer came 
the following words which seem so ap- 
propriate for the close of the lesson for 
today: 

Almighty God, who calledst Luke the 

Physician, whose praise is in the Gospel, 

to be an Evangelist and Physician of the 

soul: May it please Thee, that, by the 
wholesome medicines of the doctrine de- 
livered by him, all the diseases of our 
- souls may be healed; through the merits 
of Thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


OCTOBER 9, 1955 


Boyhood of Jesus 
Background Scripture: Luke 2:41-52 
Print same 


Devotional Reading: I Timothy 4:12-16 

Memory Selection: Luke 2:52, “Jesus in- 

creased in wisdom and in stature, and in 
favor with God and men.” 


INTRODUCTION ‘The passage in this les- 

son is the one glimpse the 
Gospel writers give of “the hidden years” 
between the birth of Christ and His en- 
trance into His public ministry. This pass- 
age contains our Lord’s first recorded ut- 
terance. As far as the record goes, He has 
been silent until now. He is to be silent 
again for some eighteen more years, when 
His public ministry begins. 

“The mere fact that this passage stands 
alone, with so many years of silence before 
it and after it, is worth emphasizing. St. 
Luke’s claim, in his preface, to be a care- 
ful collector of information, is strengthened 
by his severe reserve in regard to the in- 
fancy. The a hal Gospels are suffi- 
cient evidence of the way in which the 
Church was ready to invent and to believe 
fantastic stories about the marvelous child- 
hood. St. Luke avoided that temptation. 
The presence of the story here may hint 
at the Church’s eagerness to know some- 
thing about the years of groWth: the fact 
it stands alone bears equal witness to the 
Fvangelist’s thorough sifting of his ma- 
terials, and his determination to give only 
that which was credible in itself and worthy 
of the dignity of the Gospel” (J. M. E. 
Ross, A Devotional Commentary). 

The lesson for this Sunday breaks natu- 
rally into three interesting and suggestive 
divisions: . 

I. A faithful home. v. 41. 

“And his ts went every year to 
Jerusalem at the feast of the passover.” It 
will be remembered that every male was 
originally expected to appear at the ° 
over, tecost, and tabernacles (Ex. 14 - 
17; 34:23; Deut. 16:16). But the dispersion 
of the Jews rendered this impossible. Pious 
Palestinian Jews, however, made a point of 
going at least to the passover. In spite of 
the fact that women were not required by 
law to go, Mary went with Joseph as a 
pious habit. 

It is worthy of note that from the human 
point of view, Jesus came from a home 
where the practice of the means of grace 
was not stran 

When did Jesus come to a knowledge of 
His own nature and mission as Son of God 
and Messiah? How much did His mother 
tell Christ of His mission? Compare Luke 
2 eo Luke 2:51. Did she talk to Him 
about the message of the angels as th 
traveled together from Nazareth to posd 
salem for the feast of the passover? 

ll. A Son of the Law. vv. 42-50. 

The boy Jesus is now twelve years old. At 


this age he was known as a son of the law,: 
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and came under obligation to observe the 


‘ ordinances personally. Had He never gone 


to the passover feast previously? Was the 
death of Herod a factor in Christ’s coming 
to the passover? Why is the age of Christ 
given in this instance? Does this indicate 
that Christ had never been to the passover 
before? Is there any other reason why the 
age of Christ is recorded here? Some sug- 
gest that it is to date the experience of 
Christ with the teachers of the law in the 
Temple. Could both be true—that this was 
His first visit to the passover, and that this 
also dates the experience which is of such 
great moment? 

1. A vivid experience. v. 42. ” 

This visit to Jerusalem, if it was His first, 
must surely have been of tremendous signi- 
ficance to Him. In Nazareth He surely must 
have attended the synagogue school. His 
parents must surely have talked a great 
deal about their great Hebrew _ heritage. 
Surely the deliverance from Egypt, the pass- 
over lamb, the necessity for a blood sacri- 
fice, would have found their way into the 
home conversation again and again. Now 
for the first time He has the opportunity 
to see for Himself what Mary and Joseph 
so long had described. The Scriptures He 
had learned in the years before took on 
new meaning. 

2. A tragic supposition. v. 44. 

How long the group from Nazareth re- 
mained in Jerusalem is not known. The 
worshipers were required to be in Jerusalem 
only the first two days. “The day” (v. 43) 
may mean the full seven days (Ex. 12:15ff.; 
Lev. 23:6-8; Deut. 16:3), or the two chief 
days after which many pilgrims left for 
home. The Nazareth party must have. been 
very large, and opportunities for fellowship 
were great. The women usually went ahead 
and the men followed. It is not strange that 
Mary and Joseph did ‘not discover that 
Jesus was not in this party until they had 
settled down after a day’s travel. Plummer 
suggests that the Nazareth caravan was so 
long that it took a whole day to look 
through it. 3 : 

Mary and Joseph began searching, high 
and low, for their son, and retraced their 
steps, looking everywhere for Him. Appar- 
ently it took a day to get back to Jerusalem. 
Perhaps they had traveled as far as Jericho. 
Then they spent the third day searching 
for Christ. 

Are there people today who are merely 
“supposing Him to be in the company”? 
They are law-abiding people. They go to 
church. They are models of virtue in their 
community. They live the way Christian 
people are supposed to live. How many are 
making the tragic supposition with regard 
to their own personal lives and with regard 
to their homes and even with regard to their 
churches that Jesus is in their company? 

What should people do when they come 
to the tragic realization that Jesus is not 
really in their midst at all? Should they 
retrace whatever steps may be necessary un- 
til they find Him, and then take Him back 
with them? 


It must be acknowledged that the sug- 
gestions of the preceding paragraphs may 
easily carry an easy spiritualization too far, 
but the fact remains that everybody should 
determine as he studies this lesson whether 
Christ is really in the center of his life, and 
home, and company, and all that he is. 

3. The center of attraction. vv. 46, 47. 

Fortunately, Mary and Joseph found Him. 
Shocked they were to find Him where He 
was, and as He was, doing what He was. 
“In the temple” means “probably on the 
terrace where members of the Sanhedrin | 
gave public instruction on sabbaths and 
feast-days.” The feast was probably, there- 
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fore, still going on. The rabbis frequently 
sat on benches in a circle. The listeners sat 
on the ground. Among them was the boy 
Jesus in a rapture of interest. “Picture this 
eager boy alive with interest,” suggests Dr. 
A. T. Robertson. “It was his one opportun- 
ity in a theological school outside the syna- 
gogue to hear the great rabbis expound the 
problems of life. This was the most un- 
usual of all children, to be sure, in intellect- 
ual grasp and power. But it is a mistake 


‘to think that children of twelve do not 


think profoundly concerning the issues of 
life. What father or mother has ever been 
able to answer a child’s questions?” 

“And all that heard him were amazed at 
his understanding and his answers” (v. 47). 
The boy Jesus had'a holy thirst for knowl- 
y- « and he used a boy’s way of learning 
(Plummer). Jesus not only did what any 
boy can do, ask hard questions, but He had 
astounding answers to the questions the 
rabbis put to Him, revealing His amazing 
intellectual and spiritual growth. 

When Mary and Joseph overcame the 
shock of finding their son in the midst of 
all these teachers, Mary asked, “Son, why 
hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy 
father and I sought thee sorrowing.” Jesus’ 
reply was perhaps a delicate compliment: 
“How is it that ye sought me? knew ye not 
that I must be in my Father's house?” 
Jesus was amazed that they should have 
any difficulty in finding Him. Where else 
would they expect Him to be? “I must be.” 
The must indicates that he had a Messianic 
consciousness even then. As He spoke He 
corrected the words of Mary, “thy father,” 
which referred to Joseph, with his own 
words, “my Father,” which referred to God. 
Luke depicts Jesus as the ideal Man, but 
always as One conscious that He was the 
Son of God (Erdman). But “they under- 
stood not the saying” (v. 50). Bruce ex- 
claims, “No wonder! Even we do not yet 
fully understand.” 

The rabbis were amazed at Him. Now 
the parents are amazed at Him. 

Ill. An ideal growth. vv. 51, 52. 

When Jesus Christ first became conscious 
of His peculiar relation to the Father in 
Heaven we do not know. But He has such 


consciousness at the age of twelve and it 
will within Him th the years 
ah in Nazareth (Robertson): Yet this 
boy, who really knew more than His par- 
ents and the rabbis, was a gentle, obedient} 


affectionate boy. “He was subject.to them.” ° 


He became the Bae: cmagge of Nazareth 
(Mark 6:3) in su to Joseph (Mt. - 
se Ao poe wg the last time. 

erse 51 suggests that Luke guards against 
the possible supposition that Christ’s words 
in verse 49 were intended as a repudiation 
of His parents’ authority over him. 

Here was obedience. But Here also is 
progress—verse 52.° What a statement! 
Plummer comments, “At each he was 

for that ” “This is ideal man- 
ood to have the favor of God and men” 
(Robertson). This verse is so much like 
verse 40. “The intellectual, moral, and 
spiritual growth of the Child, like the phy- 
sical, was real. His was a perfect humanity 
developing perfectly, unimpeded by heredi- 
tary or acquired defects. It was the first in- 
stance of such a growth in history. For the 
first time a human infant was realizing the 
ideal of humanity.” (Plummer). 

Jesus was perfect God and perfect Man. 
So He possessed completely the attributes of 
both natures. “As God He knew all things 
but as man He ‘waxed strong (in spirit), 
becoming filled with wisdom,’ and ‘increas- 
ed in wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God and man." As an infant He pos- 
sessed the knowledge proper to an inlent; 
as a boy, that proper to a boy; as a man, 
that proper to a man; as the anointed Mes- 
siah (Lk. 3:22), that proper to one commis- 
sioned to establish the Kingdom of God on 
earth; and as the ascended and glorified Re- 
deemer, that proper to one who, as man, 
and not simply as God, rules the universe 
(Mt. 28:18). What this means we may not 
be able to say, but we may rest assured He 
still feels for man and understands his 
needs” eames ~ 

Years later, when Jesus had entered upon 
His public ministry, the listeners again 
were astonished at His words, and someone 
asked the question, “Whence hath this man 
these things? and, What is the wisdom that 
is given unto this man?” (Mk. 6:2). On an- 




















"pace tn my heart!” 


“For the first time in my life I have peace in my heart,” was 
the testimony of a Jewish mother of ten, led to the Lord by 


one of our missionaries. 


Bitterly opposed and ridiculed because of her faith in the Lord 
Jesus, she simply said, “All my life I have been unhappy, but 
ince I ted Christ everything has changed. We all need 


since I accep 
the gift of faith in Him.” 


Dear friend, does the preaching of the Gospel to the Jew bear 


fruit? Here is your answer. 


The testimony of the Jewish mother 


could be multiplied a thousand times, wherever our 28 mission- 
aries proclaim Christ crucified, risen and coming again. “My 


word shall not return void.” 


There is no more rewarding and satisfying service, more pleasing 


to our Lord than to 


the lost sheep of the House of Israel 


to the feet of the Good Shepherd, the promised Messiah. Won’t 
you share in the privilege of being, with us, His witnesses? 
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other occasion, the Jews were astonished at 
Him and asked, “How knoweth this man 
letters, having never learned” (John 7:15). 
These men detected in Jesus the familiar 
accent of a Gamaliel, and a remarkable 
familiarity with the literary methods of His 
time. Even at the early age of twelve, al- 
ready was divine know! together with 
divine wisdom coming to the boy Jesus. 

“And Jesus increased . . . in stature.” 
Dr. G. Campbell Morgan insists that the 
words of Isaiah, “There is no beauty that 
we should desire him,” should not mean 
that Christ would be devoid of beauty, but 
rather that men would ‘be blind and would 
not recognize the true type of divine 
beauty. “I strenuously hold that He was 

riect in physical form and p rtion. 

he body is the outward and visible sign 
of the inward and invisible _ and the 
perfect spirit of Jesus would form a perfect 
physical tabernacle in which He passed the 
probationary life,” says Dr. Morgan. 

How suggestive the incident in the lesson 
for this Sunday will become to each one 
will depend largely upon how much each 
one meditates upon all that is involved in 
every phrase of the Scripture : 
Here is the account of One who had tre- 
mendous respect and concern for His earth- 
ly parents, a concern for God and the 
thicegs of God, coupled with a remarkable 
knowledge of Scripture, together with a 
growing realization of Himself and His 
mission—and all at the age of twelve! 


OCTOBER 16, 1955 


John Baptizes Jesus 
Scripture: Luke 3:1-38 
Print Luke 3:2b-8a, 15-22 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 1:11-20 
Memory Selection: Luke 3:22, “Thou art 
my beloved Son: with thee I am well 
pleased.” 


INTRODUCTION The silent years at Naza- 

reth, broken only by the 
one brief glimpse into the life of Christ 
when He went to Jerusalem at the age of 
twelve, are now past. The day of His en- 
trance into His public ministry is at hand. 
Why did Jesus begin His ministry with a 
meeting with John the Baptist? Since John’s 
baptism was a baptism unto repentance, 
— did Jesus submit to baptism at all? 
Did Jesus the Son of God have sins for 
which He must repent? Why then was 
Jesus baptized? These and other questions 
are related to the passage of Scripture in 
the lesson for this Sunday. 


1. CHRIST'S Luke, true historian that 
FORERUNNER he was, dated this portion 
LUKE 3:1-20 of his narrative most 


carefully (Lk. 3:1, 2). He made a sixfold 
attempt to indicate the time when John 
the Baptist began his ministry. John re- 
vived the function of the prophet. “John 
the Baptist was the first inspired prophet 
to break the silence of the centuries which 
had elapsed since the days of Malachi.” By 
naming the civil and religious rulers he 
emphasizes in the universal aspect of 
his Gospel. The ancients did not have our 
modern system of chronology; the names of 
rulers as here given illustrate the common 
way. 


Objection has been made to the mention 
of Lysanias here because Josephus, the Jew- 
ish historian, told of a Lysanias who was 
King-of Abila up to B.C. 36. It is assumed 
that Luke referred to this man but with 
the wrong date for him. It would mean that 
Lysanias was “still reigning sixty years after 
his death.” It should be noted that the Ly- 
sanias referred to by Josephus was “king” 
and not “tetrarch” as named by Luke. But 


30 


Sir William Ramsay points out that an in- 


scription from Abila itself, which says 
lainly that there was a tetrarch named 

ysanias in Abilene at the very time to 
which Luke refers, has been found. “Now 
we know that it is the subjective critics 
who were wrong, not Luke. Once more the 
very stones have — up from the 
ground and have cried out in defense of 
the historical accuracy of Luke concerning 
Lysanias the tetrarch” (A. T. Robertson, 
Luke the Historian). It should be noted 
here that a hundred -years ago Luke was 
looked upon by “scholars” as an untrust- 
worthy writer. Scholars today have greater 
respect for him, so that Dr. Robertson 
could say, “Luke has been vindicated in 
nearly all of these instances where once he 
stood alone and is entitled to respectful 
consideration in the rest.” 

Why be concerned with the historical ac- 
curacy of Luke 3:1, 2? What difference does 
all of this make to John Q. American? Per- 
haps the answer is involved in the answer 
one would give to another question: If the 
Bible is not a safe and accurate guide with 
reference to matters of history, geography, 
and other things of this world, can it be a 
safe guide in matters of the soul and spirit? 

In his preaching John the Baptist plainly 
connected himself with the word of Isaiah 
40:3-5 (Lk. 3:4-6). He was the one sent to 
prepare the way for the coming of Christ. 
One writer suggests that spiritually inter- 
preted, the valleys would represent un- 
belief and all sins of omission which must 
be filled up by the diligent adding of grace 
to grace (2 Pet. 1:5-7); the mountains 
would mean pride and haughtiness and 
self-will and obstinacy, which must be 
humbled and cast down; the crooked places 
would signify all sorts of deceit and guile 
and hypocrisy and untruthfulness; the 
rough ways would picture anger, strife, 
envy, hatred, malice, and all uncharitable- 
ness. 

John the Baptist preached sin and judg- 
ment, repentance and pardon. The tone of 
his message as recorded in Luke is par- 
ticularly severe. To the multitudes who ex- 
claimed, almost in protest, “What shall we 
do?” (Lk. 3:10), he called for genuine fruits 
of repentance. Repentance for John was not 
a mere mystical experience. For him it was 
plain and simple and practical. It consisted 
in turning from greed and dishonesty and 
unkindness and violence and discontent, 
and from all that is contrary to the re- 
vealed will of God (Erdman) (see Luke 
3:10-14). 

Great crowds met him. There must have 
been a personal note to his ministry, how- 
ever, as he found time to answer the ques- 
tions put to him by different groups, such 
as tax collectors, soldiers, and the like (Lk. 
3:12-14). 

When the people asked him whether or 
not he was the Christ, the Messiah promised 
by the prophets of old, he testified that an- 
other was to come, who would come with 
even greater judgment than he himself 
dared to declare. And then when the time 
was right, he promised pardon: “With 
many other exhortations therefore preached 
he good tidings (good news) unto the peo- 
ple” (Lk. 3:18). 

Luke here records the phase of John’s 
preaching in which he reproved Herod for 
living unlawfully with his brother’s wife, 
with the result that Herod put John in 
prison. 


li. CHRIST'S It was in connection with 
BAPTISM the baptisms and preach- 
LUKE 3:21, 22 ing of John that Jesus 


came to the place where John was preach- 
ing and baptizing. The question as to why 
Jesus was baptized is a difficult one. John 





himself shrunk from the very thought. If 
there was to be any baptizing done by the 
one of the other, John should be baptized 
by Jesus. So declared John. Yet Jesus said, 
“Suffer it to be so now (let it be so now): 
for thus it becometh us to fulfil all right- 
eousness” (Mt. 3:15). 

What then may be said as to the reasons 
for Jesus’ baptism? Several answers may be 
given, each of them with a measure of 
truth worthy of consideration: 

1, Validation. 

Jesus had no sin of His own to confess. 
When He submitted to John’s baptism, He 
set His seal of approval upon the work of 
John and attested the message which he 
declared that repentance and confession of 
sin are absolutely necessary for all who are 
to share the salvation of Christ. 

2. Identification. 

In submitting to baptism He was “num- 
bered with the transgressors” (Isa. 53:12). 
Though sinless, Jesus came to identify Him- 
self with sinners. “The supreme element in 
the baptism of Jesus,” says G. Campbell 
Morgan, “was the identification of the Sin- 
less with the sinner.” 

At His baptism we look back upon His 
antecedents (see the genealogy in Luke 3: 
23-38, where His ancestry is traced back to 
Adam) and forward to His ultimate des- 
tiny. “He is the Inter-national, Super- 
national Christ.” At His baptism “the Son 
of Adam was girding Himself to be a Sec- 
ond Adam” (Ross). As Dr. Parker once 
said, “He came through all sorts to all 
sorts.” And so He is for all sorts. 

3. Commitment. 

Here at the Jordan river Christ dedicated 
Himself to the work of world redemption 
by His own death, burial, and resurrection, 
of which His baptism was the grand symbol. 
What a picture! What a promise! Was this 
the reason that the devil chose this time to 
make his infamous attack upon Him? This 
will be discussed in the next lesson. 


Did Christ need this as- 
surance, heavens opening 
APPROBATION and the Spirit descending 
LUKE 3:21, 22 in the form of a dove and 
a voice from Heaven saying, “Thou art my 
beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased”? 
Did the world need this assurance? If it 
did not need it then, the world does need 
it now. It is beyond question that the 
Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) 
here present the deity of Jesus as clearly as 
does the Gospel of John. It is given, more- 
over, at the very beginning of Christ’s min- 
istry, not merely at the close. It comes not 
as a new revelation to Jesus, but as con- 
firmation of His peculiar relation to the 
Father. John the Baptist saw the descent 
of the Holy Spirit as the sign (John 1:33) 
and he heard the voice of the Father: “And 
I have seen and have borne witness that 
this is the Son of God” (John 1:34) (A. T. 
Robertson). 

Jesus did not become God or the Son of 
God at His baptism, as some of the an- 
cients asserted. As the Son of God, He is 
here recognized by the Father in this rite 
marking His formal entrance upon His 
Messianic mission in the presence and with 
the sanction of the forerunner, John the 
Baptist. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit unite 
on this august occasion in setting this seal 
upon the solemn event. 

Martin Luther spoke of the “Highest 
Things” in this divine approbation of 
Christ. Here was first, “the highest preach- 
er, God”; second, “the highest pulpit, 
heaven”; and third, “the highest sermon: 
‘This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.’” 


Hl. CHRIST'S 
HEAVENLY 
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NEW BOOKS 





A Survey of World 


Missions 


RALPH L. KEIPER, Book Review Editor 


By the time this issue of ETernity 
comes to your home, vacations will be 
nearly over, the August heat will be 
soon coming to an end and the work of 
the fall will begin. To those who are 
interested in the work of Christ, there 
will always be a place for missions in a 
well-planned program of teaching and 
reading. 

The Inter-Varsity Press has just pub- 
lished A Survey of Missions by John 
Caldwell Thiessen, a work which brings 
us up-to-date concerning the mission 
fields of the world. Mr. Thiessen is pro- 
fessor of missions at the Detroit Bible 
Institute,.and Director of Detroit’s He- 
brew Christian Mission since 1945. He 
is also a father of missionaries. Thus his 
interest in missions is personal as well 
as world-wide. 

The first two chapters of the book 
give a brief historical sketch of the mis- 
sionary witness from the time of our 
Lord to that of Carey. Then there is a 
presentation of the various fields: India 
and Southeastern Asia, the Far East, 
China, Korea, Japan, the Near East, 
North Africa, West, Central, East, and 
South Africa, the Island World, Europe, 
Latin America, and Israel. 

The various fields are treated from 
various angles: The nature of the peo- 
ple, their political history, their relig- 
ions, the missionary history of the coun- 
try, the present state of missions, and 
the various mission boards who are 
working within a country, and the pros- 
pects for continuing missionary service 
in the light of present conditions. 

Throughout the work, Mr. Thiessen 
has given us a number of charts which 
make a detailed summary of the mis- 
sion fields through the world. These 
charts cover two pages, facing each oth- 
er, giving us twelve items of information 
covering different fields in a given con- 
tinental area. Thus at a glance one can 
learn the size of a country in square 
miles, its topography, principal physical 
features, its climate, principal products, 
population, and other important mat- 
ters. 

One of the features which makes the 
book of great value is its bibliography. 
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There is an extensive booklist for each 
chapter which enables the student to 
pursue a particular interest further. Al- 
so, there is a complete index which lends 
the book to quick reference on the sub- 
jects treated within the work. ~- 

One drawback of the book is the lack 
of maps. It is helpful to picture where 
countries are located, and to have ata 
glance the type of missionary work that 
is being done. Another drawback, which 
this reviewer realizes cannot be over- 
come for reasons of courtesy and inter- 
pretation, is a spiritual evaluation of 
the work being done, for example, the 
reviewer would like to know—as a Bap- 
tist—which Baptist works are sound and 
which are not. It is quite evident that 
for Mr. Thiessen to have included this 
in his book would have been but to 
start another “holy” war. 


We strongly recommend this work to 
pastors, heads of missionary societies, 


- members of “faith” and denominational 


missions. This book should be a good 
collateral work for students in mission 
classes. It can be obtained from ETERNITY 
Book Service. a 


A Survey of World Missions. John Caldwell Thies- 
sen, Inter-Varsity Press. 504 pp., index. $5.95. 


Hardness of Heart: A Contémporary In- 
terpretation of the Doctrine of Sin. E. 
pny Cherbonnier. Doubleday. 188 pp. 

5 
From the evangelical standpoint, this is 
the most satisfactory of the Christian Faith. 

Series issued so far. It is an attempt to dis- 

cuss the Biblical doctrine of sin in terms of 

contemporary theology, politics, philosophy, 

education, science, etc. It does not p 

to be a dogmatic treatise on the doctrine of * 

sin. 


The author attempts to develop the doc- 
trine of sin in terms of the Biblical con- 
cept of love. This is not in terms of the 
sentimentalism of liberalism but in terms 
of neo-orthodox (especially that of Rein- 
hold Niebuhr) exposition of love. He is in- 
debted to ea. yo but at some points is 
very critical of him. In developing a doc- 
trine of sin by defining it in contrast to 
agape, he is led to reject such traditional 
notions as original sin and bondage of the 
will to the point of denying man his free- 
dom. 


Items which impressed us favorably are: 
(i) a defense of the possibility of a Biblical 
view of a subject in contrast to those who 
feel that the Bible is a theological hodge- 
podge on any subject; (ii) a stout defense 
of the principle of coherence in theological 
construction (p. 101), and a repudiation of 
the contemporary effort of many to defend 
Christianity on irrational grounds (p. 160 
ff.); (iii) the necessity of a bodily resurrec- 
tion (p. 81); (iv) the conviction that Au- 
gustine, Luther, and Calvin were more right 
than wrong in their doctrine of sin; (v) 
the thesis, ably argued, that orthodoxy falls 








one of these soul-winners. 
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DOCTOR OF TANGANYIKA 


Paul White. A thrilling episode of modern missionary enter- 
prise, this beautiful illustrated book is the heroic and heart- 
warming personal story of planting the Gospel while fighting 
sickness and ignorance in the Central Plains of Tanganyika, 
East Africa. 3.00 


THE JUNGLE DOCTOR SERIES 


Paul White. These charming, lively stories with their infectious 
humor and pointed Gospel teachings have reading fans of all 
ages who love missionary adventures. Six titles now ready; 
$1.50 each. 

Jungle Doctor Jungle Doctor Attacks Witchcraft 

Jungle Doctor on Safari Jungle Doctor’s Enemies 

Jungle Doctor Operates Jungle Doctor Meets a Lion 


Important New Religious Titles 


IN THE ARENA OF FAITH 


Erich Sauer. The author’s famous histories of salvation have 
rapidly made him one of the most widely read evangelical 
writers of our times. Now in an entirely different effort, this 
book is aimed at the needs of the Christian warfarer as based 
on Hebrews 12. Its challenge animates the courage and gives 
inspiration and hope to all. $3.00 


ABANDONED TO CHRIST 


L. E. Maxwell. In this new book the author of Born Crucified 
and Crowded to Christ treats the theme which so deeply moves 
him: “Christ made sin for us.” Few writers can set forth the 
heart of the Christian gospel as clearly and profoundly, or 
evoke its dynamic appeal with such compelling force, as Max- 
well does. November, $3.00 


THE PARABOLIC TEACHING OF HOLY SCRIPTURE 


G. H. Lang. Not since Trench’s classic work of a century ago 
has there appeared a study of such quality and scope as this 
new work which includes the parables and allegories of the 
Old Testament and of the Epistles as well as of the Gospels. 

November, $3.50 


THE TRIUMPH OF GRACE IN THE THEOLOGY OF KARL BARTH 


G. C. Berkouwer. Undoubtedly one of the most exciting theo- 
logical books of the year, this masterful critique of Barth's 
theology is the mature work of one of Barth’s ablest interpreters 
and critics. December, $4.95 


THE PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION 


H. C. Witherington. This incisive and valuable new study is 
“A Christian Interpretation” by an outstanding educator, pro- 
fessor of psychology at Belmont College and author of recog- 
nized educational works. October, $3.00 
At your bookseller or 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING|CO. 
255 Jefferson Avenue, S. E. Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 
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too easily and too frequently to legal- 
istic ethics; (vi) his attack on the deification 
of science; (vii) his accurate spiking of ways 
in which people seek a false happiness— 
sex, money, despair, etc.; (viii) and his lack 
of the usual neo-orthodox by-lines of the 
paradoxical, existential, or mythological. 


We were unhappy with: (i) no discussion 
of Adam or the Fall or salient passages of 
Scripture on sin. He agrees with N. P. Wil- 
liams [who wrote a solid historical study of 
original sin, The Ideas of the Fall and 
Original Sin] that the verses usually appeal- 
ed to for proof of original sin do not so 
teach it. (ii) He believes that predestina- 
tion rests solely on a belief in original sin, 
but it can be demonstrated from the New 
Testament solely on exegetical grounds. 
(iii) His views on justification while merit- 
ing attention do not do justice to the full 
exposition of the doctrine in the Lutheran 
and Reformed traditions. (iv) He is too 
critical of Calvin’s teachings on good works. 
Calvin has some magnificent statements to 
the contrary of Cherbonnier’s thesis. (v) 
The book has no index. 


The book opens with a masterful dem- 
onstration that ethical and value judgments 
are necessarily involved in human existence, 
and all efforts to relativize them only suc- 
ceed by absolutizing some covert value 
judgment. The book is replete with his- 
torical studies in Augustine, Luther, and 
Calvin and ought to be a spur to evangeli- 
cal scholars to be sure they develop added 
depth in historical theology. 


BERNARD RAMM 


Our Children and Evangelism. Phillips 
Henderson. Judson Press. 78 pp. 50¢. 
Jesus said, “Suffer the little children to 

come unto me and forbid them not.” A 
child saved is a life to live for Christ. But 
they must be brought to Christ. This book 
is a handbook for teachers, parents, pastors, 
and friends, and its pages are full of in- 
structions and valuable information on 
bringing children to Christ within the 
framework of the Sunday school. Special 
emphasis is put on the necessity of the 
child’s making a personal decision to ac- 
cept Christ as his personal Saviour. 


Classes leading to church membership as 
a routine thing are discouraged, but sug- 
gestions are made for classes for those who 
have already made a decision, or have 
shown a definite interest in doing so. The 
book tells how to explain to a child about 
Jesus Christ, God, sin, and the principles 
of the Baptist faith. Baptism, the Lord’s 
Supper, church membership, and our re- 
sponsibilities as Christians are dealt with 
simply, clearly, and adequately. 

There are suggestions for reaching chil- 
dren not in the Sunday school, and for 
keeping our children from dropping out of 
the Sunday school and church as they grow 
older. 

WILLIAM WEISS 


Your Best Investment. William A. Kramer. 
Concordia. 72 pp. 35¢. 


It is the custom, in many of our Protes- 
tant churches, to accept new members into 
the fold without any course of instruction 
at all. However, for those evangelical groups 
who do make a practice of instructing po- 
tential members in the duties and responsi- 
bilities of church membership, this little 
booklet will prove to be very helpful. It is 
not a catechism; but its sub-title—“How to 
Get the Most out of Church Membership”— 
suggests a possible use for it in conjunction 
with preparing candidates for church affilia- 
tion. 
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Readers will remember that it is prepared 


' by the Lutheran Concordia Publishing 


House and therefore a few terms and state- 
ments may lean toward Lutheran practice. 
But this will not be found at all objection- 
able for other denominational groups. In- 
deed, this little booklet will prove to be a 
useful guide to give to applicants for mem- 
bership in almost any evangelical Christian 
denomination. : 

H. H. E. 


His Hand upon Me. James B. Hofrenning. 

Augsburg. 127 pp. $1.75. 

A compilation of wonderful testimonies 
written by Lutheran young people. Some are 
sons and daughters of pastors or mission- 
aries. Every one of these fine stories portrays 
the reality of the Christian life. They cover 
the realms of growth, conversion, suffering, 
guidance, and death, showing that, in each 
case, the Christian life is one of personal 
fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ who 
“ever liveth to make intercession for us.” 

Surely all ages will receive a blessing in 
the reading of this book, especially young 
people. 

WarrEN H. SCHUH 
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PINKING SHEARS 
Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, 
precision made. Manufacturer’s Christ- 
mas overstock. Guaranteed $7.95 value 
or money refunded. Order by mail, Lin- 
coln Surplus Sales, 1704 W. Farwell Ave., 
Chicago 26, Illinois. 











Bible Boctrines. Mark G. Cambron. Zonder- 
van. 288 pp. $3.75. 

Far too many church members have been 
ensnared by the false cults of our day, pri- 
marily because of the lack of sound om 
trinal teaching based on the Word of God. 
But this trend is definitely turning today 
because of the many Bible schools that have 
been established across our land which are 
being used of God to prepare doctrinal 
preachers and teachers, who in turn are 
building strong churches on the meat of 
the Word. Dr. Mark G. Cambron is the 
dean of such a school, the Tennessee Tem- 
ple Bible School. 

All the great doctrines of the Christian 
faith are dealt with briefly but adequately 
in this volume. The author presents a very 
excellent study of the doctrine of God with- 
out the usual philosophical ramifications. 
This will prove helpful to the lay reader 
and to all who wish to present this im- 
portant doctrine concisely and clearly. The 
outlines accompanying each doctrinal study 
are of particular value: Most helpful in- 
struction is given concerning such important 
matter as the work of the Holy Spirit, 
demonology, the tribulation, the millenium, 
and the judgments. 

Warren H. ScHun 
Simple Sermons on Salvation and Service. 

W. Herschel Ford. Zondervan. 134 pp. 

$2.00. 

Salvation, the theme as old as eternity, 
is always new and fresh to the believer. 
Couple this introduction of men to Jesus 
Christ with the strengthening of those who 
already know’ Him as Saviour and the 
writer has a book of importance to the be- 
liever and non-believer alike. 

W. Herschel Ford, pastor of the First 


._ Baptist Church, El Paso, Texas, has given 


us this combination in a group of simple 
sermons that are nonetheless forceful and 
inspiring. The chapters entitled “A Journey 
Through the Halls of Hell” and “Last of 
All, He Sent His Son” are especially strik- 
ing. These thought-provoking truths of the 
gospel will delight the hearts and minds of 
readers everywhere. : 
Marie R. ROSEWARNE 


Called to be Saints. Larry Love. Zondervan. 

137 pp. $2.00. 

It is the conviction of the author that 
there is something wrong with evangelical 
Christianity. The churches that appear to 
be strong doctrinally are ever so weak in 
holiness. There is little evidence of the 
power of the Spirit in fundamental circles. 
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T “UNDERSTANDING 


THE TIME” 
is the theme of 


2nd International 
Congress on Prophecy 


in Calvary Baptist Church 
New York City 


JN THE FALL OF 1952, the 
first International Congress 
on Prophecy was convened 
under the auspices of the 
American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism. Standing 
room was at a premium in 
many of the sessions. 


Since 1952, there has been 
a marked acceleration in the 
race for supremacy among the 
nations of East and West. 
Apostasy in the spiritual 
realm is on the increase. For 
millions the future is be- 
wildering. It is a day of con- 
fusion and fear. 


To declare God’s message 
for the present hour, the sec- 
ond International Congress 
on Prophecy will meet No- 
vember 6-13 this year, again 
at Calvary Baptist Church, 
New York. 


Under the leadership of Dr. 
V. R. Edman, president of 
Wheaton College, outstanding 
Bible scholars have been in- 
vited to give fresh interpreta- 


tion of God’s plan for this 


atomic age: 


Dr. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
Dr. Atva J. McCain 
Dr. WiLsur M. SMITH 
Jupce W. R. WALLACE 
Dr. WILtiAM F. KERR 
Dr. E. SCHUYLER ENGLISH 
Rev. HERMAN B. CENTz 
Dr. M. R. DE HAAN 

Dr. CHESTER TULGA 

Dr. J]. PALMER MUNTZ 
Dr. JOHN F. WALVoorD 
Dr. ALLAN A. MACRAE 
Dr. JOHN S. WIMBISH: 
AND MANY OTHERS. 

For advance program write to 


DR. A. B. MACHLIN, 
Director Dept. E 
WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 


to be held November 6-13, 1955 
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BUILD YOURSELF 
a real Christian library with these 


basic books by 
DR. DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


MAN’S RUIN .. . A diagnosis of man’s problems and 
the reason for his hopeless position apart from God. 


Based on Romans lI. 
301 pages $3.00 


GOD’S WRATH . . . An unmistakable warning of the 
wrath to come, removing any doubt about the judg- 
ment of God on umregenerate man. Based on 


Romans 2:1-3:20. 
292 pages $3.00 


GOD’S REMEDY . . . A clear explanation of the grace 
of God and the assurance which every believer 
should have. Based on Romans 3:21-4:25. 

387 pages $4.00 





GOD’S METHODS FOR HOLY LIVING . . . Practical mess- 
ages on the subject of experimental Holiness. This 
book clearly sets forth the basis for a continuing 
walk in the power of the Holy Spirit. 


181 pages $2.00 


HIS OWN RECEIVED HIM NOT, BUT... An examination 
of the little-understood, critical point in the life 
and ministry of Christ when He turned from His 
own—the Jews—to as many as received Him. 


185 pages $1.50 





TEACHING THE WORD OF TRUTH . . . Eighty lessons, each with simple, blackboard 
illustrations, on the t doctrines of Christian faith. Basic and indispensable to 


Christian teachers of all age groups. 
189 pages $2.50 


EMOTIONS, NERVES AND CHRISTIANITY . . . Psychoanalysis is contrasted to the habit 
of taking our problems to God. ° : 
15 pages $.10 each 


$1.00 a dozen 


STUDIES FROM THE BOOK OF REVELATION 


MESSAGES TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES MESSAGES ON THE SEVEN TRUMPETS 
. . « Revelation 8:1-11:18 

MESSAGES ON THE SEVEN SIGNS 
. « « Revelation 11:19-13:18 


$.35 each or 3 for $1.00 


ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE Books will be 
1716 Spruce Street ~ ae 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


. « Revelation 4:1-7:17 


tba sah Rininiae aie payment in full for 
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We are sure that everyone who is willing 
to face facts will have to agree with him. 

Pastor Love, in Called to Be Saints, has 
gathered a group (not a series) of mi 
which deal with this problem. He chal- 
lenges the professing people of God to 
return to the practice of true discipleship as 
revealed in the Scriptures. A definite call is 
given to repentance and holiness with a 
turning to God from idols, the idols of this 
materialistic age. The message, “The Apos- 
tasy of Fundamentalism,” strikes at the very 
root of the powerlessness of the church. 
Those who read should be moved to cry 
unto the Lord even as the Israelites of old 
when they had forsaken Jehovah. 

WarrEN H. SCHUH 


The Biblical Illustrator: James. Joseph S. 
Exell, Editor. Baker. 514 pp. $4.95 (sin- 
gle volume); $4.50 ae price). 
The book of James is one of those sections 

of the Scriptures which not many com- 

mentators (other than those who have pro- 
duced whole sets) have treated. It is there- 
fore a welcome note to see a good-sized 

volume come from the presses with a 

thorough coverage of each verse. 

For the benefit of any who may not yet 
be aware of this vast undertaking of the 
Baker Book House, the old Biblical Illus- 
trator of another generation is currently 
being put back into print in this new edi- 
tion. When finished, there will be fifty- 
seven volumes, covering all of the Old and 
New Testaments. 

Since this is a reprint of an older work, 
without revision, there will be occasional 
archaisms, quaint mannerisms of speech, and 
illustrations which are sometimes out of 
date. But these, in no way, detract from 


.the usefulness and value of the book. Sec- 


ondly, although the book jacket states that 
the type in which the volume is set has 
been enlarged, unfortunately each page still 
presents a tiresome grey appearance of 
unbroken lines of small type. We have the 
heartiest commendation for this reprinted 
classic and all who are looking for a 
treasury of worthwhile study, teaching, or 
preaching helps will do well to obtain this 
book. 


HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


They Built for Eternity. Gustav-Adolf 
Gedat. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 175 pp. 
$5.00. 

To some the discovery of rich treasures 
or forgotten cities constitutes the romance 
of archeology. To others it is the recovery 
of the history of mankind; piecing together 
from their records and furniture the lives 
of men and women like ourselves who lived 
and died, toiled and sorrowed centuries or 
millenia ago. Mr. Gedat belongs to the lat- 
ter class. His theme is to note the construc- 
tion of enormous buildings by different 
people at different periods of history around 
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the world or monuments to their achieve- 
ments. Some of these monuments signalize 
great wealth or power on the part of a 
—_ individual. Others bespeak a preoc- 
a with the afterlife or religious rit- 
ual. While yet others simply demonstrate 
remarkable ingenuity and incredible energy. 
Yet all these monuments—including those 
of our own time—are doomed to destruc- 
tion; as witness those of bygone ages. What, 
then, is eternal? Mr. Gedat suggests that 
“the things which are seen are temporal 
and the things which are not seen are eter- 
nal” implying that the physical monuments 
of the past are pathetic symbols of mis- 
directed energy and pointless toil. He illus- 
trates his thesis with beautiful photographs 
of the outstanding art and architectural 
monuments of history from Cairo to New 
York. The pictures are accompanied by a 
text of highly subjective personal interpre- 
tation. If he errs now and again on minor 
facts, this does not break the spell of a man 
struck by the failure of historic materialism 
and yearning for something that will not 

pass away. 
FRANCIS RUE STEELE 


Best Sermon Pictures. James Gilchrist Law- 
son. Moody. 523 pp. $4.95. 

Mr. Lenten has compiled a very helpful 
volume of 2935 anecdotes and illustrations, 
formerly published under the title, Cyclo- 
pedia of Religious Anecdotes. 

Anyone who wishes to expound the Word 
should have ready reference to illustrations 
that will drive home the truth. One will 
find this volume an invaluable aid to this 
end. These are not cold, factual demon- 
strations, but personal, living pictures of 
truth. They are drawn from such publica- 
tions as the Sunday School Times and Our 
Hope, and have been uttered by such men 
as A. T. Pierson, D. L. Moody, T. DeWitt 
Talmadge, F. B. Meyer, A. J. Gordon. 

Warren H. ScHUH 


Strong Hearts for God. Dorothy O. Bucklin. 

Judson. 111 pp. $1.00. 

This is a history of the work of the 
American Baptist Home Mission . Society 
among the American Indians. It has much 
of the “romance and adventure of the 
American frontier, for these are pioneers 
for God. The work is covered from its very 
beginning to the present time, with atten- 
tion given to each tribe, and those who 
worked among them, as well as the individ- 
ual Indian Christians. These missionaries 
have followed the American Indian from 
the East Coast to the West. They tended the 
sick, taught the women to sew and be bet- 
ter homemakers, and helped the men with 
their farm problems. Always their aim was 
to establish a church and a school as a hub 
to work from. 

This book would perhaps be most useful 
to church leaders. and workers, especially 
Baptists. The great number of names and 
dates necessary in a work of this type might 
discourage the young or superficial reader. 

WILLIAM WEIss 


Why I Accept the Genesis Record. John 
Raymond Hand. Van Kampen. 59 pp. 75¢. 
An interesting, although brief, refutation 

of the evolutionary hypothesis. At one 

time he had accepted the evolutionary 
theory but upon thorough examination he 
found at least twenty barricades to in- 
tellectual honesty. These he sets before the 
reader in concise form and well documented. 
We are sure this little book will be of 
great value to high school and college stu- 
dents who are endeavoring to think clearly 

on this vital subject. 
Warren H. ScHUH 
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Books to enrich your understanding of the perplexing problems 
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Genes, Genesis & Evolution 


by John Klotz 


John Klotz, the author of Genes, 
Genesis & Evolution, is both a 
scientist and a theologian, well 
qualified to discuss these highly 
controversal subjects. His “pros” 
and “cons” are as objective as pos- 
sible, and are especially helpful to 
students confronted by a bewilder- 
ing mass of evolutionary theories. 


Cloth $5.00 






The Great Quest 


by Adolph Haentzschel 


A book that refers to man’s efforts 
to determine the meaning and 
destiny of human life. In this book 
the author investigates many con- 
flicting opinions and applies his 
findings to the field “of values, 
particularly those of moral and 


spiritual character. Cloth $2.00 
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“Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in His own blood.” 





MIAMI BEACH, FLA. 


Miami Beach Independent 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
7st Street at Indian Creek Drive 
Dr. Willis E. Garrett, Pastor 
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NORFOLK, VA. 


BAY VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bay View Blvd. & Old Ocean View Rd. 
ames F. Burks, Pastor 
Sunday Services: 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m 
and 7:45 p.m. 

“. . . we preach Christ crucified.” 
Risen! Living! Coming Again! 

















MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 17) 


FOR ALL THIS HIS ANGER IS NOT TURNED 
AWAY (9:12) , 

There is nothing more calculated to 
reveal the hardness of man’s heart than 
the declaration that God, the loving 
God, is forced to continue dire chastise- 
ments upon His people. He does not 
ever afflict His people willingly and 
without a cause. Sin is the ground of 
the controversy that He has with His 
people. It is in order to turn men away 
from sin that He permits afflictions to 
come. If we are moved by His earliest 
and simplest chastisements (which are 
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no more than the damage caused by a 
moth, Hos. 5:12), He will delight to press 
us to His heart. But if we refuse the 
chastisement that comes to us on the 
wing of a moth He will be forced to 
send the lion which will tear, and de- 
vour with open mouth (Hos. 5:14). And 
if we will not heed the wound made by 
the lion He will be forced to withdraw 
into the silence of His holiness, leaving 
them to judgment (Hos. 5:15). 

Lord, keep us from being stupid. 
THE PEOPLE TURNETH NOT UNTO HIM THAT 


SMITETH THEM (9:13) 
As in the case of Israel so it is for us: 


our troubles are sent to us for a bene- 
volent purpose. Whatever our troubles 
may be they are sent to us by God for 
the abrasive purpose of taking away our 
sins, and to bring us nearer to Himself. 
How swiftly we should examine our 
hearts and our lives when we find our- 
selves in any sort of trouble. What effect 
does trouble have on us? Does our tribu- 
lation work patience within us swiftly? 
(Rom. 5:3). When God holds a rod over 
us, that rod has a voice if we have ears 
to listen. Repentance is an-ever-contin- 
uing work in the life of the Lord’s own. 
When we are smitten we must turn to 
our dear Father whom we have forced to 
lift His loving hand against us. Do we 
truly mourn in secret over the sins which 
have broken fellowship? Do we earnestly 
seek to put away the idols that crowd 
around the throne of our life, seeking to 
be seated there? 

Lord, turn us to Thyself. 
je ae ae WILL CUT OFF HEAD AND TAIL 

214 
“ Persistent sin must bring persistent 
judgment. Here the Lord gives some of 
the details of the judgment that was to 
fall upon Israel, referring back to the 
book of Deuteronomy to insist that the 
calamities which had been announced by 
Moses would now be brought to fulfill- 
ment (Deut. 28). High and low were to 
feel the wrath of God. Political and 
religious leader alike were to know that 
the Lord hates sin and that He must 
deal with it in accordance with the prin- 
ciples of holiness which He finds within 
Himself. He, too, must go from hard to 
harder in judgment, and if we will not 
yield when He chastises us with whips, 
He must chastise us with scorpions (1 
Ki. 12:11). For these leaders in Israel 
the time for repentance was now past; 
they would not bow before God’s re- 
vealed will and so the consequences were 
theirs. They were to be cut off. 

Lord, make us sensitive to know 

and to do Thy will. 

THE PROPHET THAT TEACHETH LIES, HE IS 
THE TAIL (9:15) 

In God’s estimate of society the low- 
est and worst of all beings is the false 
religious teacher. The Lord taught that 
in eternal punishment some would be 
beaten with few stripes and some with 
many (Lk. 12:47, 48). But surely the 








implication. of all His teaching is that 
the religious leader will have a lower 
Hell than the vicious, the depraved, or 
the criminal. “Whoever causes one of 
these little ones who believe in me to 
stumble, it would be better for him to 
have a great millstone fastened round 
his neck and to be drowned in the depth 
of the sea” (Mt. 18:6). Beware lest 
you teach anything unless you have 
gone to the Word of God and found its 
truth there. God may find it possible to 
forgive the man who goes to the Word 
and who is sincerely mistaken as to some 
of its teachings, but He will not forgive 
the one who has mistaught on the 
grounds of what some pope or church 
has told him to teach. We must go to 
the Word or we will be teaching lies. 


Lord, may we come to Thy Word 
for all truth. 


THE LEADERS OF THIS PEOPLE CAUSE THEM 
TO ERR (9:16) 

Milton writes of those who have come 
to ecclesiastical power and who, “for 
their bellies’ sake, Creep and intrude 
and climb into the fold.” Those who 
creep are those who do not care for 
office, nor name, but for secret power 
and influence. Those who intrude thrust 
themselves into the fold and by natural 
insolence of heart, stout eloquence of 
tongue, and fearlessly perseverant self- 
assertion, obtain hearing and authority 
with the common crowd. Those who 
climb are those who by labor and learn- 
ing, both stout and sound, but selfishly 
exerted in the cause of their own am- 
bition, gain high dignity and authority, 
and become lords over God’s heritage, 
though not examples to the flock -(1 Pet. 
5:3). These who seem to be leaders are 
misleaders, and; thank God, they shall 
be cut off. 

Lord, make us true examples to the flock. 


THOSE WHO ARE LED BY THEM ARE SWALLOW- 
ED UP (9:16) 

The emphasis has been upon the lead- 
ers—the elder‘and the honorable man, 
but there is to be judgment upon the 
little man as well. Branch and rush will 
both be burned out, or as we might 
translate it, tree and twig. It is certain 
that no one can be led astray apart from 
his own will. The Lord will not accept 
from the lowliest, illiterate Romanist 
the excuse that his church taught him 
thus and so; he could not have been mis- 
taught if his heart had not been inclined 
to that which flattered his own pride and 
allowed him to hold to the delusion that 
he could do something for himself. And 
while those who caused them to err may 
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have the greater punishment, those who 
erred will also be punished. When the 
blind lead the blind both fall into the 
ditch (Mt. 15:14), and both are equally 
without excuse. 

Lord, help us always to check with Thee. 
THE LORD DOES NOT REJOICE (9:17) 

This is one of the saddest verses in 


the Bible. The Lord made us for Him- 
self, and He made us in order that we 
might walk in His ways and be blessed 
by Him. He knows that it is more bless- 
ed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35): 
He wants to give. He wants to bless us 
more than we want to be blessed. He 
wants to bless us more than we want to 
bless our own children (Lk. 11:13). He 
wants to rejoice in us. It was because of 
the joy that was set before Him that He 
endured the cross (Heb. 12:2). Yet sin 
came into the lives of those for whom 
He died. He did everything for them, 
and yet they flouted His love and con- 
tinued in their arrogant, stubborn way. 
They brought themselves to the place 
where the Lord could have no more joy 
in their young men and no compassion 
upon the fatherless and the widow. 
Lord, may we make Thee rejoice. 
FOR EVERY ONE IS A HYPOCRITE (9:17) 
“For every one is godless” would be a 


better translation. It is a terrible pic- 
ture, and all the more dismal when we 
see that such widespread. sin has caused 
even the kind and steadfast God to turn 
against the youth and vigor of His 
people, and to shut up His compassion 
against those who seemingly are in great- 
est need of Him. But the whole people 
was separated from God and did not 
turn to Him when His smiting came 
upon them. Our civilization is no differ- 
ent from that judged civilization. And 
evil men among us, when they see that 
war and famine and storm take their 
terrible toll among these who are called 
innocent, do not turn to God because, of 
calamity, but charge Him with injustice 
in allowing judgment to come upon 
those whom they deem innocent. God 
sees the heart and says that there are 
none innocent. 

Lord, we admit that this is what we were. 
HIS HAND IS STRETCHED OUT STILL (9:17) 

Since God takes the trouble to repeat 


this chorus of judgment after every 


strophe which sets forth the wickedness | 


of His people, it is necessary that we 
consider it again and again. And, indeed, 
this is very salutary for us since our 
hearts are naturally inclined to forget 
judgment the moment there is a ray of 
hope or even an instant of cessation in 
the pressure of judgment. Look how our 
own nation has acted. We trembled 
when the news of atomic bombs was 
first published, then began to be proud 
when we thought we had the monopoly 
on this power. ‘Then we trembled again 
and talked about religion when we 
learned that the Russians had the bomb, 
only to return to greater pride when 
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we found the hydrogen bomb. Soon the 
Russians had that and we were in doubt 
and trembling once more, and quite re- 
ligious, until the tension was relaxed 
once more by the thought that we could 
learn to live peaceably with them. We 
who know the Word know that God’s 
anger is not turned away and His hand 
is stretched out still. 
Lord, uphold and sustain Thine own. 
FOR WICKEDNESS BURNETH AS THE FIRE (9:18) 
Man’s lawlessness is stubble and God's 
wrath is the flame that must burn it 
down. All shall go before it, whether 
great trees in the forest or thorns and 
briars by the roadside. The tribulation 
shall be great and genetal. There was a 
primary application of this prophecy in 
the time of Isaiah, but the great fulfill- 
ment is yet to come. It should be noted 
that the fire of judgment burns like a 
fire which begins in the grass and 
spreads to the bushes and from thence 
to the thickets and finally up to the for- 
ests. The fire of God’s judgments will 
not spare any part. And as a forest fire 
creates great smoke which covers the 
valleys and even the cities, bringing 
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darkness with it, so shall the judgment 
of God, incited by the rebellion of man, 
hang like a pall over the whole of the 
land. There will be no breath of air 
that is not touched with judgment. 
Lord, even we who have escaped 
through Christ, deserve judgment. 
NO MAN SHALL SPARE HIS BROTHER (9:19) 

Whatever fulfillment of this prophecy 
took place in the time of Isaiah, our 
Lord Jesus amplifies this prophecy and 
uses it to describe events that are to take 
place during the Great Tribulation un- 
der the reign of Antichrist (Mt. 10:21). 
The climax of sin will bring the climax 
of judgment. The passage continues, 
“They shall pillage on the right and still 
be hungry; they shall devour on the left 
and not be satisfied.” Moses had an- 
nounced this same judgment in Leviti- 
cus, “When I have broken the staff of 
your bread, one oven will be enough 
for ten women to bake your bread, for 
it shall be rationed again by weight, and 
ye shall eat and not be satisfied” (Lev. 
26:26). And the next paragraph goes on 
to describe the most horrible cannibal- 
ism, which is also indicated in our text. 
Truly, sin, when it is finished, brings 
forth death (Jas. 1:15). 

FOR ALL THIS HIS ANGER IS NOT TURNED 
AWAY (9:21) 

Rich as God is in steadfast love toward 
those who come to Him through Christ, 
He must be full of indignation against 
those who refuse His love.- Thus it is 
that the gospel always includes invita- 
tions and warnings, and these two are 
side by side. In Matthew there are not 
many verses between Christ’s first “woes” 
pronounced against the cities where He 
had been rejected and the first gospel 
invitation, .“Come unto me” (Mt. 
11:21, 28). Thus the promises of Isaiah 
are intermixed with the most awful 
warnings and threatenings of judgment. 
The ninth of Isaiah begins with the won- 
derful promises of the coming of the 
Messiah, but ends with verse ‘after verse 


of terrible judgment, each paragraph. 


ending with the chorus reciting that His 

anger is not turned away and that His 

hand is stretched out still. This is a 

truth which we must constantly remem- 
ber. 

Lord, we thank Thee for 

repeating warnings. 





LATIN EUROPE 
(Continued from page 9) 


is white.” The unitarians and liberals 
signed joyfully. Many evangelicals went 
along with the majority for the sake of 
harmony. 

The war came within a year of the un- 
ion and the attention of all was turned 
to the necessity of bare and essential 
living. Nevertheless, among the fifty pas- 
tors who refused to sign the compromis- 
ing formula there were some highly edu- 





cated men who could fulfill the require- 
ments of the French government for the 
formation of a theological seminary. (All 
education in France is under the direct 
control of the government—nuns and 
priests as well as all others, must come to 
the regular examination halls for their 
secular examinations. The free seminary 
was founded at Aix in 1939. A free sem- 
inary is one that is inspected and accept- 
ed by the State, but which is free from 
the control of the large Protestant 
church. This seminary was maintained 
during the war, and has flourished 
greatly since the war, graduating enough 
meni to fill all the places made vacant 
by death or retirement in the Evangelical 
Church and furnishing many others for 
missions and for opening churches in 
new centers of evangelization where 
there had been no Protestants before. 


A very important link in the educa- 
tional processes of this church was the 
existence, at Montauban, of the John 
Calvin Institute. Large buildings, 300 
years old, with historic Protestant assc- 
ciations, were held by a committee of 
faithful laymen, and used to house boys, 
mostly from fourteen to eighteen, who 
were studying at this age level, which in 
France is about equivalent to our junior 
college. The boys live in the Institute, 
go to the French government schools 
down the street, and return for their 
meals, their supervised study, their Chris- 
tian home life, and their spiritual and 
social activities. A small personnel is 
able to take care of a large number of 
boys. The buildings were occupied by 
the German army during the war and 
had to be completely cleaned and re- 
furnished after the war. Gifts from the 
readers of ETernity have made much of 
this possible, even as we have been able 
to furnish the main portion of the funds 
that have bought the land and built the 
building of the seminary at Aix. 


The boys at Montauban have had a 
remarkable record in their State examin- 
ations. Last year three out of four were 
successful in the high school entrance 
examinations, four out of four graduated 
from high school, seven out of seven 

the junior college equivalents, 
three. with honors, while four out of 
eight boys from Madagascar passed these 
latter examinations in spite of the lang- 
uage barrier. The theological seminary 
students have been recruited, from year 
to year, mainly from the students of this 
school, as a profound spiritual work has 
been done among the boys. Those who 
have ‘not felt the call to the ministry 
have gone on to become Christian lay- 
men in many other fields. 

After sixteen years, the position of the 
Evangelical Reformed Church is solidly 
established. Its two schools are flourish- 
ing and are out of debt, but with large 
budgets that must be met with many 
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. gifts from abroad. There are live move- 


ments of faith, and a very large propor- 
tion of pastoral and missionary voca- 
tions for the number of members. The 
larger church had expected the little, 
continuing church to wither on the vine, 
but it has shown that it has the life of 
the Vine. It has passed through a per- 
iod of internal dissension, but has come 
out into a period of peace and expan- 
sion. Because of this there are some of 
the younger men who talk openly of a 
re-examination of the whole question of 
union and a possible reintegration of 
the continuing church with the larger 
church, providing the evangelical free- 
dom of expression, and full control of 
the schools can be maintained apart 
from the control of the larger denomina- 
tion. It is certain that if the smaller body 
were integrated into the larger body with 
nothing more than a minority voice, the 
main church would kill the seminary at 
Aix overnight and would change the 
color of thinking at the Institute. This, 
of course, is unthinkable to any true 
evangelical. 

While in France this summer I had 
occasion to sit with a dozen men, pas- 
tors and laymen, all of them, associated 
with the larger organization. They 
knew that I had close relations with 
the smaller church and that my opinion 
was respected by all. I put the question 
to them bluntly: What would be their 
thought about the integration of the 
smaller church with the larger, but with 
full control of the Institute and Semin- 
ary left in the hands of private, self- 
perpetuating committees of evangelicals? 

At once several exclaimed that they 
were evangelicals and did not like the 
implied judgment that was in the name 
of the Evangelical Reformed Church. 
Perhaps it is necessary to define a few 
terms. I would define a modernist as 
one who denied the person and work of 
Christ; a liberal, as a man of almost any 
shade of theological belief who not only 
believes in freedom of thought and 
speech, but actively promotes the work 
of men whose thought and speech is op- 
posed to his own; herein I would in- 
clude neo-orthodoxy; an evangelical, as 
one who accepts the great Christian 
truths as being divinely given, with the 
whole Bible having its source in God 
and as imposing the authority of Christ 
as exclusive, final, and absolute, believ- 
ing and working for freedom of thought 
and speech but not collaborating in the 
circulation of error; a semi-evangelical is 
one who accepts the great Christian 
truths as being divinely given, but 
through a Bible which is human in its 
source, and contains the frailties of this 
human touch; a fundamentalist is an 
evangelical who, too often, preaches 
Christ of envy and strife (Phil. 1:15). 

I recognize the right of anyone to de- 
fine his terms otherwise, but by defining 
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mine thus I can convey a clearer pic- 
ture. Let it be said that our editorial 
board had a tough argument over the 
previous sentences and that their defini- 
tions are not fully the same as mine and 
perhaps they do not agree with each 
other. And probably this may cover 
every reader! 

As far as I know there are only a very 
few fundamentalists of the above defini- 
tion in France, two of these in the 
Methodist Church and one in the Evan- 
gelical Church. All pastors in the Evan- 
gelical Church, with this one exception, 
I would describe as evangelicals. In the 
larger Reformed Church there are a few 
evangelicals, many semi-evangelicals, and 
a strong group of extreme liberals. 

Among the dozen men with whom I 
spoke, there are those who desire the 
title of evangelicals though they are 
semi-evangelicals in my definition. I 
gained the impression that the general 
thought of this group was that the larger 
church would not welcome the existence 
of an evangelical seminary fully recog- 
nized and capable of turning out a 
stream of evangelical pastors. Among 
the group I spoke to there were those 
who wished that such a union and such 
a situation might come, but they be- 
lieved it would take much time. I point- 
ed out to them that this left the onus 
of separation definitely on the larger 
church. It seems to put them in the at- 
titude of saying, We can live with lib- 
erals who deny the great essential doc- 
trines of the Christian faith, but we 
cannot tolerate men who accept the to- 
tally supernatural position of Biblical 
Christianity. 

The sixty churches of the Evangelicals 
are all in the extreme south of France. 
There are none whatsoever of this group 
in the neighborhood of Paris, though 
the question of establishing an Evangel- 
ical Church in the heart of Paris is be- 
ing studied carefully. Certainly, there is 
room in the great capital for a hundred 
churches, though it is likely that the 
larger church will see the establishment 
of a new church as an act.of war in- 
stead of a work of evangelization. 

In the last few years, two or three 
different American missions have begun 
work in Europe, including work in 
France. In some instances, individual 
missionaries are working with the exist- 
ing churches and in other instances are 
working away from them. These mis- 
sions are evangelical, but in my opinion 
sufficient time has not elapsed to give a 
basis for a true estimate of their place 
in the picture of French Protestantism. 
In some instances definite progress is be- 
ing made and the witness is being 
blessed, and we rejoice in this. Believers 
must understand that Europe is a mis- 
sion field, but perhaps one of the most 
delicate in the world. Pray much for it. 

END 
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INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 21) 


At certain seasons of the year the river 
overflowed its banks; and, when it re- 
tired to its accustomed bed, it left be- 
hind it an alluvial deposit of rich top 
soil which made it possible for the land 
to bring forth in abundance. It was nat- 
ural, therefore, that the Egyptians 
should have associated other of their 
gods with the fruitful soil which gave 
such abundance for such comparatively 
little labor. Finally, there was almost 
never any rain in Egypt, and the clear 
blue sky above, with its cloudless sun, 
drew the gaze and soon the worship of 
the people who had abandoned the 
Lord God and who did not like to re- 
tain Him in their knowledge. 


With the desert always at their backs, 
the people were in the happy prison of 
the narrow strip of land along their 
river, and their trinity of multiple 
deities were centered in the water, the 
land, and the sky. Satan, so hungry for 
worship, had brought his principalities 
and powers into the land in great force 
and was collecting all of the adoration 
that both the cultured and educated 
leaders and the simple farm folk were 
capable of offering. It was against these 
gods that the Lord was about to execute 
judgment. There is evidence that Satan 
himself came into Egypt to direct his 
side of the warfare. The Hebrew word 
that is used for the serpents of the 
magicians (Ex. 7:10, 12) is the word 
that is translated dragon whenever that 


word is found in the English Old Testa- 
ment. The last book in the Bible identi- 
fies the dragon with “that old serpent, 
called the Devil, and Satan, which de- 
ceiveth the whole world” (Rev. 12:9). 
The contest in Egypt was not a mat- 
ter to leave to one of his minions, no 
matter of how exalted rank such might 
be. The presence of the evil one in per- 
son is not astonishing in view of the 
importance of the conflict. The entire 
band of the children of Abraham were 
slaves in the grip of the Hamitic masters, 
themselves under the grip of Satan. If 
they could be crushed and destroyed in 
Egypt, the promise of God would be 
frustrated and the Lord defeated. It was 
a bold chance, but the only chance, and 
Satan threw in all his reserves and came 
to lead them in person. The discom- 
fiture of his hosts is therefore all the 
more marked. The God who announced 
that “against all the gods of Egypt I 
will execute judgment; I, Jehovah” (Ex. 
12:12), is the God who announced 
through Moses, in the passage which we 
have read from Numbers, that He did 
execute judgment against these gods. 
The first of the judgments was upon 
the waters of Egypt. Not only the Nile, 
but the other waters of the land, even 
the water that was drawn for use in the 
houses, and which was kept in wooden 
vessels and stone jars, turned to blood, 
and for seven days the whole land was 
in this horror, with the fish dying and 
the river stinking (Ex. 7:19-25). In or- 
der to comprehend the loss of face that 
this plague must have been for the gods 
of Egypt, we must realize how important 
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and numerous were the gods of the 
river. Osiris, one of the chief gods of 
Egypt, was first of all god of the Nile. 
He, together with his companion, the 
mother god, Isis, and their child, Horus, 
were human-headed gods, among the 
many that had heads of birds, beasts, 
and reptiles. This trinity of gods was 
the most favored among the common 
people, the ordinary peasant who was 
predecessor of the felaheen who work 
the banks of the Nile today. There were 
other gods of the Nile: Hapimon in the 
north, and Tauret at Thebes in whose 
honor and worship the greatest festival 
of the year was centered, and who was 
known as the great one, the hippo- 
potamus goddess of the river. There was 
also Nu, the god of life in the Nile. 

To these gods, prayers had been ad- 
dressed for centuries and countless offer- 
ings had been made to propitiate them. 
Now they are seen to be as nothing. 
With a single word, the Jew, Moses, 
speaking through his brother, Aaron, de- 
clares the wonder, and the river turns 
to blood. The Hebrew word translated 
wonder indicates something outside the 
knowledge of man. Even the children 
of Israel did not know what was going 
on, for in the Psalms, it is revealed 
that “our fathers understood not thy 
wonders in Egypt” (Psa. 106:7). If the 
chosen Semites could not understand 
the marvelous working of God, how 
much greater the ignorance of the 
Hamitic Egyptians! 

There is much evidence in the Bible 
that men do not understand the lan- 
guage of grace, and that they compre- 
hend little of the language of judgment. 
If they are forced into a corner, they 
retreat with hatred and their hearts are 
not changed for the better, but rather 
for the worse. It was thus with Pharaoh 
—his heart was hardened. There have 
been those who have attacked the Scrip- 
tures and the God of the Scriptures be- 
cause of this phrase. Their argument is 
that Pharaoh could not do anything else 
if Almighty God hardened his heart; 
and could it be just to harden his heart 
and then hold him responsible? The 
King James Version says that the Lord 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart, but the Re- 
vised “Version is closer to the Hebrew 
where the name of the Lord is not 
mentioned. “Pharaoh’s heart was hard- 
ened” is the true rendering. And if it be 
asked who hardened his heart, there is 
a double answer. As we pointed out in 
a previous chapter, God makes the rules 
under which sin shall be sinned, though 
He Himself is not the author of sin. If 
a man chooses to go in a path of rejec- 
tion, the course of that path carries him 
inevitably to hardness of heart. With 
every step of his stubborn erring, he 
takes himself farther from the melting 
power of the grace of God, and is car- 
ried on his own way. But is there not 


ETERNITY 








INTERNATIONAL 


USS) SL 


ADVISORY 
COUNCIL 


COUNCIL 
OF REFERENCE 


MEMBER 
MISSION 
Interdenomin- 
ational 
Foreign Mission 
Association 
of 
North America 


September 1955 


Gon 


a chosen Vessel 


® URGENTLY NEEDED . . . NOW! 


@ Support for missionaries far in arrears in their salaries 
@ A woman missionary doctor for Pakistan 

8 nurses (3 with B.S.) for Pakistan 

2 nurses for Iran (orphanage, etc.) 

Canadian missionaries for India 

Missionaries for Iran, Pakistan, Philippines, East Africa 


Passage and support needs supplied for new mission- 
aries ready and waiting to go— 

Many to consider seriously and earnestly PRAY about 
these matters. 


(Details available upon request) 














40 Vitamins, Minerals and 
Vital Dietary Supplements 


High Potencies 
270 TABLETS—30 DAYS SUPPLY 


Find out what one Pascalite may mean 
to you in new vigor, rich red blood, more pep 
and stamina. You owe it to yourself to test this 
rare combination of 40 elements your body needs. 
Order Pascalite for one month today. 
TRY 30 DAYS 
Fach day's supply of 3 red and 6 green tablets 
is contained in.three cellophane packets. Draw 
out tape and tear off at perforations. Tablets 
protected until used. Full supply containing 30 
days rations only 
‘ANT 


Vitamin A 25,500 un. Choline 0 mg. 
Vitamin D 1,200 un. Folic acid USP 1.5 mg. 
Vitamin B-1 18.0 mg. Inositol .0 mg. 
Vitamin B-2 12.0 mg. Para amino 30.0 mg. 
Vitamin B-6 18.0 mg. Biotin 0.0 mg. 
Niacinamide 50.0 mg. Rutin 3.0 mg. 
Vitamin B-12 2.0 mcg. dl Methionine 10.0 mg. 
Vitamin C 150.0 mg. Liver Dried 250.0 mg. 
Vitamin E 10 1U Yeast 

Vitamin F 0.3 mg. Dietary 250.0 mg. 
Vitamin P 10.0 mg. Chlorophyll 65.0 mg. 
Vitamin K 1.0 mg. Alfalfa Juice 1.0 gr. 
Pantothenic Bone 

Acid - Marrow 200.0 


9.0 mg. .0 mg. 
Plus 15 minerals — Also 7 nutrients in base 
15% Discount to Ministers 
If you live in California, add 3% sales tax 
Order today and be SATISFIED 
Representatives Wanted 


PAS-CAL COMPANY 


P.O. Box 203-EL, Altadena, Calif. 





Please mention ETERNITY 


when writing to our advertisers 














an answer in the fact that Satan was in 
the land, that Pharaoh was his principal 
human representative, and that he was in 
possession of the man’s soul? This does 
not, of course, lessen the responsibility 
of Pharaoh, for every man is fully re- 
sponsible for his own choices and doings. 
Pharaoh had the abundant evidence 
of the truth of God before him, but his 
throne had been maintained by reli- 
ance.on the forces of Satan who was the 
real power behind that throne. In spite 
of the evidence, and in spite of the fact 
that the Lord had said in the beginning 
that He would make Pharaoh’s heart 
strong (Ex. 7:3)—strong enough to re- 
sist Satan if he really desired to—that 
carnal mind was enmity against God 
and was not subject to His law (Rom. 
8:7). Pharaoh’s heart was hardened by a 
combination of the facts that he hated 
God, that the devil wanted him to head 
his forces in the war with God, and that 
God had created the conditions under 
which men’s hearts operate in sin. 


The second of the wonders also 
proved the emptiness of the powers of 
the gods of Egypt. The land was covered 
with a plague of frogs in such abund- 
ance that they entered the houses of the 
Egyptians and were found in their very 
beds (Ex. 8:2-14). We spoke of the fact 
that the Osiris trinity was represented 
by idols with human heads. These were 
comparatively rare among the pantheon 
of Egypt. Although nearly all the gods 
were represented with human bodies, 
almost all of these were represented 
with heads of birds, beasts, and reptiles. 
One of the principal goddesses of the 
land was Hekt, wife of the creator of 
the world, who was always shown with 
the head and even the body of a frog. 


What were the people to do? We 
have a living illustration of their pre- 
dicament in the actions of some of the 
devotees of India who hold life so sacred 
that they will not kill even vermin. It 
is possible to see beggars in the market 
places of India carefully removing fleas 
and lice from their bodies and dropping 
them alive at arm’s length, from which 
point they are soon back on the itching 
carcass of their host. So the Egyptians, 
possessed by similar ideas, could not 
make war on the frogs that infested 
their dwellings, climbed upon them 
with their cold and clammy bodies, and 
penetrated even into their ovens and 
into the kneading troughs where their 
bread was made. And to make it worse, 
these frogs had all come out of their 
sacred Nile (Ex. 8:3). When the myriads 
of frogs died, their decaying bodies 
must have turned the fields and banks 
of the Nile into a stinking horror. With 
what loss of face to the gods these events 
must have been accompanied. But with 
the respite Pharaoh hardened his heart. 


(To Be Continue) 








COMMUNISM 
(Continued from page 19) 


Communist Methods—Evangelism 


Communism has taken the methods 
used by Christians and adapted them to 
further its own ends. The Communist 
seeks to win not souls but the minds of 
men and women. He believes in con- 
version through the washing of the 
brain while the Christian is “saved 
through the washing of regeneration 
and the renewing of the Holy Spirit.” 
The Communist is “saved” by a process 
of intense indoctrination. “Being trans- 
formed by the renewing of your mind,” 
says the apostle Paul, and the Commun- 
ist would use the same text as he seeks 
to transform lives. 

To this end mass meetings are held 
at which Communist propaganda is pro- 
claimed and at the end of a series of 
such meetings there may even be an ap- 
peal for decisions, especially if those 
present have come from religious 
schools. On one occasion an actual 
show of hands was asked for, the ques- 
tion being asked, “How many of you 
have seen the superstition of religion 
and have entered into the light of Com- 
munism?” Those who responded to this 
appeal were then asked whether they 
would go back into their schools to fight 
religious superstition. At such meetings 
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there may be much singing even using 
tunes of Christian hymns. “Glory, Glory, 
Hallelujah!” and even the tune of “God 
Save Our King” are’ frequently used. 
Those who accept the Communist teach- 
ing are called upon to give their testi- 
mony. Often their testimonies appear in 
the newspapers and a particularly prom- 
ising convert may be taken from meet- 
ing to meeting to tell of his experience. 


Study 


Early in the morning I could look out 
of my window and see small groups of 
Communists studying together. The 
small study group is, in fact, the very 
center of the whole Communist system 
for the Communists never underestimate 
the value of theory and the importance 
of thought. “Study to shew thyself ap- 
proved unto God,” says the apostle, and 
the Communist replies, “Study to shew 
thyself approved unto the revolution.” 
These study groups include the practice 
of both self and mutual criticism. 

In these study groups, the first thing 
that is attempted is a tearing down of 
the wrong ideas and attitudes of the 


-past. The student is supposed to be 


kept from complete liberation by the 
burdens of the past such as his imperial- 
istic outlook, his pride and selfishness, as 
well as the burdens of private care and 
responsibility. This burden of “sin” 
must be put off through a process of 
self-criticism. Not only must he criticize 
himself but he must be willing to be 
criticized by others. He must come to a 
place of complete acceptance of Com- 
munist teaching and a willingness to re- 
nounce all self-interest. Secondly, there 
is the building up and intensive study 
of Communist doctrine and practice. 
The Communist is expected to have 
a thorough understanding of the Com- 
munist philosophy of life and to be able 
to instruct others. In order to attain to 


described to me the tremendous de- © 


mands Communism had made upon 
him. He was indeed “not his own” and 
was called upon “to glorify the revolu- 
tion and the party with all his being.” 
We watched young Communist students 
give up comfortable homes and go out 
to join the propaganda corps asking for 
no salary and content to serve and to 
“eat bitterness” in order to spread the 
message of the revolution. In this con- 
nection Lenin’s words are significant. 
Under the title, “Fewer but Better,” 
Lenin says, ‘““We won’t accept into mem- 
bership anyone with any reservations 
whatsoever; we won’t accept into our 
membership anyone unless he is an ac- 
tive, disciplined, working member in 
one of our organizations.” 

The Communists are expected to live 
an intensely disciplined life. They start 
the day with physical exercise and end 
it with what is described as a personal 
hygiene period. Students are expected to 
live in the dormitories and almost every 
moment of the day is organized. There 
is very little opportunity for privacy, 
and they are kept busy in their discus- 
sion groups and under continual ob- 
servation from those whose duty it is to 
discover if any area of their life is not 
fully surrendered to Communism. 


Our Attitude to Communism 


1. Only a revived Church can bear a 
true witness in a Communist so- 
ciety. The challenge of a militant 
atheism can only be met by spirit- 
ual forces. A group of students 
who were passing through a period 
of indoctrination wrote to some 


Inter-Varsity workers requesting 
prayer for revival. “For,” said 
they, “unless God revives our 
group, we cannot, maintain an ef- 
fective witness.” : 


. It must be a Church which knows 


and experiences the power of 
prayer. In one university all classes 
had been cancelled so that for a 
period of five weeks the students 
were engaged in intense political 
indoctrination. Throughout this 
course, the Christians witnessed in 
their study groups, and by the 
reality of their faith, made a great 
impression upon the Communist 
students. In fact, one non-Christ- 
ian professor advised his students 
not to argue with the Christians. 
“For,” said he, “they are like a 
glass of water: leave it alone and 
it will be contained within certain 
limits. Fill it up and it spreads all 
over the place.” 

The secret of the effectiveness of 
their witness was emphasized by 
one student at our fellowship 
meeting. He said, “Every evening 
when our indoctrination groups 
were finished, we gathered togeth- 
er for prayer. Later when meetings 
on campus were forbidden, the 
order being that not more than 


* five should meet together at any 


one time, the Christians replied, 
“Our Lord Jesus has said that 
‘where two or three are gathered 
in my name, there am I in the 
midst.’ —Two plus three makes 
five; we can still have our prayer 
groups.” Even today, in one large 
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city, over thirty groups of Christ- 
ians are meeting for prayer early 
in the morning. 

‘True prayer is based upon a firm 
faith in the Word of God. Christ- 
ian students in China have real- 
ized that unless they’ know the 
Word of God and have indeed hid- 
den it in their hearts, they are no 
match for those who with great 
skill will seek to undermine their 
faith. It was wonderful to see the 
very real zeal for the Word of God, 
the willingness of the students to 
spend most of their vacations in 
studying the Bible and praying to- 
gether. 

The Church which will survive in 
a Communist society cannot be 
just on the defensive. It must al- 
ways be reaching out to others. 
When there is a real fellowship 
among believers and a great desire 
to pass on the truth which they 
have experienced to those who 
know not the Saviour, then there 


. advance. There are places today 
where even Communist students 
are being added to the Church of 
our Lord Jesus Christ because of 
the vital Christian witness. 

5. The overcoming Church fellow- 
ship must be prepared for suffer- 
ing. 

ENpD 





JOY IN CANA 
(Continued from page 15) 


account is an illustration of things re- 
lated to the millennium; although, if it 
is, the chief point of the illustration is 
that Christ brings peace and joy to all 
peoples during that age.** 

This is the miracle of Cana. In spite 
of the problems of the incident, let no 
one miss the point of the miracle—to 
show forth His glory. See the Creator in 
His glory, remember that this One be- 
came your Saviour, and you will not 
have missed the purpose for which the 
Lord of glory performed the miracle 
at Cana. END 





will be indications of real spiritual 


17 Cf. Arthur W. Pink, Exposition of the Gos- 
pel of John, I, 92ff. 





COME ON EVERYBODY! JOIN THE FUN! TEST YOUR MONEY SENSE FOR VALUABLE FREE GIFT! 





‘40 $ $ 








$150. Now, make of the remaining 
7 rows add up to $150. You must do this by 
inserting ONLY these six amounts—$10, 








DELUXE 
IRIS ASSORTMENT 
This beautiful box of 21 
Occasion Cards is a 
terrific value! You'd pay 






and matching envelopes— 
when you mail answer to 
our Puzzle. 








YOUR CHANCE TO MAKE *50—5100 
AND MORE IN YOUR SPARE TIME! 


We're running this Puzzle Test to find people with bright, 
active minds whe want to make money in their spare time 
- «by taking orders for our beam iful line of Christmas 
and All-Occasion Greeting Cards, Stationery and Gift 
Items from friends, ‘ighb rk They're so 
b iful, ful, se ingly low in cost they sell 
themselves. We want to prove to YOU how easy and 
simple it is te take profitable orders in your SPARE TIME. 


GET YOUR FREE GIFT NOW! 
We'll send you the 21 All-Occasion cards ABSOLUTELY 
FREE when you answer our Puzzic. You don’t pay a cent 
for them — now or ever. We'll also send you FREE 1955 
catalog, FREE per lized Imprint Samples and Christ- 
mas assortments ON APPROVAL. 
HURRY! SEND PUZZLE SOLUTION TODAY! 
OFFER DEFINITELY LIMITED! 
We reserve the right te reject puzzle entries dated 60 
days after the month printed on the cover of this publi- 
cation. Solve the puzzle and get it off to us today. Your 
gift bex, FREE samples, catalog and Christmas assort- 
ments on Approval will be sent as soon as your reply is 
received. Only one entry accepted from each household. 
Rush your answer to le Editor, Artistic Card Co., 
183 Way Street, Elmira, 


44 














ae 25e fer every GREETING CARDS 
single card if bought WITH MA 

separately. Yet you get 21 TCHING JZ 
them FREE — 21 cards ENVELO 















THIS DELUXE BOX OF 
21 GORGEOUS 
ALL-OCCASION 








PASTE ON POSTCARD... MAIL TODAY! 









= 
w 
Sad 











t 

| 

I 

| 

| $ 
| $ $ 
| 














60) 
| PUZZLE ELITOR 


l ARTISTIC CARD CO., INC. 

| 183 Way Street, Elmira, N. Y. 
Here’s my solution. Please rush FREE De- 

| iuxe box of 21 All-Occasion cards—also 
Money Making Plans, Free Samples and 
Christmas assortments On Approval. 











| Name. ; 

i (Please Print) | 
Address. 

L City. Zone. State. — | 











NEW EMPHASIS 
(Continued from page 11) 


borders. Unfortunately, missionary so- 
cieties have been slow to trust their na- 
tive brethren with the administrative 
responsibility for institutions set up too 
often on Western lines. The result has 
been to provoke an underground swell- 
ing of resentment which the missionary 
calls “nationalism” and which, here and 
there, breaks out in revolt against for- 
eign rule. 


Sowing the Wind 

Such was the case in one Latin Amer- 
ican republic which the missionaries 
were asked to leave and from which one 
of the missionaries wrote out of his 
heartache in such words as these: 

We regret that there have been 
ugly scenes and personal bitterness 
as a result of the conflicts precip- 
itating the move. We have made 
terrible mistakes, but we feel that 
the biggest mistake was that of 
sending us here in the first place. 
We regret having to leave just as 
we become acquainted and begin 
to get the feel of the situation here, 
but we regret more that we ever 
came here at all. If you people are 
sitting back and saying “We thank 
Thee, Lord, that this does not hap- 
pen in Costa Rica,” let me raise my 
prophetic voice to say, “Woe unto 
all missions working under nine- 
teenth century patronage. Ye are 
sowing the wind and ye shall reap 
in due time the whirlwind!” ' 

(It is encouraging to know that that 
missionary is still faithfully serving the 
Lord in Latin America—though in an- 
other country.) 

The problem is one of special urgency 
for the fundamentalist missionary move- 
ment. For it is within our ranks that, 
relatively late in the day of world mis- 
sions, there has been an outbreak of 
missionary interest and activity hardly 
paralleled in the history of missions. 
Thus at the very time when the tide of 
Western imperialism is on the ebb, the 
evangelical missionary movement, char- 
acterized by almost endless multiplica- 
tion of organizations and agencies and 
spectacular growth of societies, is at full 
tide and apparently still rising. 

That the guiding work of the Holy 
Spirit is to be seen in this movement is 
very clear, but it is equally clear that 
hecause of the world situation increas- 
ing difficulties are to be encountered. 
And the problem is intensified for us 
because in the promotion of our mis- 
sionary program, we have consistently 
espoused two principles and goals which, 
while apparently logically related, in the 
end turn out to be contradictory. 

In the first place, our movement has 
been carried forward chiefly on the 
stress of sending out foreign missionaries. 


ETERNITY 


ee 


ee ae 











The cry has been for more missionaries 
‘and more support for missionaries. Pro- 
motionally speaking, no other appeal 
has been so effective in presenting the 
cause of missions to the home constitu- 
ency. 

Churches have been encouraged to 
support their own missionaries and 
have gloried in the numbers of fully or 
partially supported individuals on their 
rosters. Dramatic interest in missionary 
conferences has centered on the chal- 
lenge made to our young people for full 
time foreign service. The remarkable ex- 
pansion of our evangelical boards and 
societies is not merely reflected by their 
numerical growth in membership, but is 
actually based upon it. 

On the whole this is good. We take 
seriously the Biblical teaching that apart 
from Christ the world is lost and dying; 
that the supreme task of the Church of 
Christ is to proclaim the gospel to the 
uttermost parts of the earth; and that in 
the execution of that task every church 
and every Christian must play a part. 
With untold millions still untold and a 
world population that is multiplying 
faster than it can be evangelized, there 
can be no other course than to sound out 
the imperative, “Go ye into all the 
world . . .” and to challenge every Chris- 
tian as to his responsibility. 

We are right in these premises. But 
are we entirely right in the deduction 
which we unconsciously make that the 
chief medium of world evangelism is the 
American missionary? AS a matter of 
fact, one of the problems which socie- 
ties are already beginning to face is that 
of reaching a saturation point as far as 
the number of foreign workers which 
can be stationed advantageously in a 
given area. Already more than one mis- 
sionary society is seeking new territory, 
partly perhaps in obedience to the im- 
perative of reaching the uttermost parts, 
but also because of this pressure of mis- 
sionary saturation. 

But the solution of entering new fields 
offers but a temporary respite and in 
many cases merely complicates the situa- 
tion by the addition of one more foreign 
organization working in an area already 
partly occupied by others. The hard fact 
of the matter is that with more than half 
of the world still unreached, because of 
the forces at work in the world today, 
and because of the decline of the West 
and the upsurge of national and race 
consciousness, and because of the emer- 
gence of the “younger” Christian 


‘—\ FOLDING CHAIRS 
| \ - IN Steel or Wood 
a 








ioe ens Lem:e-4. fener 2 ame @-42) @ 


~\ J.P. REDINGTON &CO. 


September 1955 





churches, we have reached a point where 
we can no longer consider that the chief 
answer to world-wide evangelism is to 
be found in the sending forth and sup- 
port of the foreign missionary. 

In the second place, along with our 
stress on the foreign missionary in the 
promotion of our missionary program, 
we have emphasized the indigenous 
church principle and objective. Obvious- 
ly this emphasis is correct. As a matter 
of fact, all the factors that go to make 
up our present world situation point to 
the necessity of stressing more strongly 
than ever the development of the in- 
digenous church. Much is said about the 
indigenous church ideal . . . it is an 
ever-recurrent theme in conferences and 
roundtable discussions, and, in keeping 
with such principles, our churchzs and 
people are encouraged to withhold do- 
nations to the support of nationals or 
for the construction of church buildings. 


But a question may be raised as to 
how consistently we are applying those 
principles. Is not our very stress on the 
sending out of foreign missionaries a 
negation of them? 

One has but to study the latest World 
Christian Handbook to note that as com- 
pared with the denominational boards, 
our fundamentalist missionary move- 
ment is lagging far behind in the es- 
tablishment of strong national churches 
and in the development of national 
leadership. 

What has resulted from this two-fold 
emphasis on foreign missionaries and 
indigenous church principles? In brief, 
we have set up two separate establish- 
ments side by side on the field. One 
is a foreign organization whose person- 
nel can and do receive all sorts of sub- 
sidies and who are better equipped and 
financially able to carry out all its pro- 
grams and plans independently of the 
established church. Alongside and sep- 
arate from it is the national church, 
small in membership, weak in leader- 
ship, its constituency drawn largely from 
the poorer classes, subject to the exist- 
ing political and economic conditions, 
from which all financial help must be 
withheld in the interests of the indigen- 
ous church principle. 

We like to picture it as the building 
and the scaffolding. But what an im- 
posing scaffolding—scaffold upon scaffold, 


girders to support girders—and how 


small the building over which it towers! 


The weakness of the “scaffold” con- 
cept of the missionary’s place in the 
scheme of things is that it leaves the 
foreigner in control of the building op- 
eration. It is only in the sphere of the 
life and worship of the native church it- 
self that we have granted a measure of 
autonomy, but in practically all the 
other phases of missionary work—educa- 
tional, medical, literature, radio, etc.— 
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it is pretty much our own show, run 
with little regard, if any, for the judg- 
ment and voice of the national Chris- 
tians themselves. Unconsciously perhaps, 
we have fallen into the habit of thinking 
in possessive terms: our churches, our 
native pastors, our schools, our work to 
be developed on the field and promoted 
thus in the homeland. 

Another weakness of this concept is 
that it also allows the missionary to sit 
on the scaffolding (U. S. property, you 
know) safe and secure from the perils 
and torments of the poverty and misery, 
the insecurity and unhappiness which 
engulf the people around him. Marshall 
Plans, Communism, Catholic Social Ac- 
tion—whatever their merits—represent 
an awareness of this world situation and 
an effort to meet the need. There is no 
easy way of relief, but to the cry for ma- 
terial help our missionary answers with 
the unassailable logic of indigenous 
church principles. And it saddens him 
to discover that his national brethren 
are on the whole so very slow to grasp 
and accept the program laid down. 

Is there not a fundamental miscom- 
prehension in such a concept of indigen- 
ous church policy? It is claimed to be in 
line with New Testament precept and 
practice, but where under its set-up does 
it provide for that sharing and partner- 
ship in witness and suffering which 
characterized the missionary effort of 
the apostolic era? 

Does it not in effect establish the for- 
eign missionary on a different level, 
guarantee him security, supply him with 
every technical and mechanical aid, fur- 
nish him with almost endless financial 
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resources in comparison with his native 
brethren, and engage him in a program 
of activity parallel in many respects to, 
yet independent of, the local church 
which is exposed to all the strictures and 
perils of its infant situation? Does it not 
place the foreigner in the position of 
having to respond to the cry of his na- 
tive brethren with the words: “Depart 
in peace, be ye warmed and filled (with 
the cold comfort of indigenous church 
theory)”? 

This is not to argue against a true in- 
digenous church principle and objective. 
But it is an effort to point out a real 
blind spot in our present way of opera- 
tion. We face today the possible judg- 
ment of God upon missions in the form 
of political and social upheaval . . . and 
what if in the collapse or destruction of 
the scaffolding, the building within falls 
too? 

The dilemma in which we find our- 
selves is that on the one hand, our en- 
tire missionary movement is geared psy- 
chologically to the sending out of in- 
creasing numbers of foreign missionaries; 
on the other hand, the present world 
situation calls for a disassociation of the 
Christian witness from Western imper- 
ialism, for the establishment of a strong 
indigenous church and for the transfer 
of leadership from the foreigner to the 
national. How can we adapt to this 
world situation on the field and yet at 
the same time increase the interest and 
support of the Christian church at home? 

The answer is not easy to find. It in- 
volves many vexing and perplexing is- 
sues: the race problem, disparity in the 
scale of living between foreigner and 
national, health factors, social relation- 
ships, financial and administrative poli- 
cies, political implications, the problem 
of our divisions and the obligations of 
unity and cooperation within the frame- 
work of a mixed and divided Christen- 
dom. 

In all likelihood it will also involve 
‘a courageous change in the emphasis 
given in the promotion of the mission- 
ary enterprise in the homeland. It may 
demand that the temptation to stress 
that which appeals to the sentiment of 
the home constituency be resisted. Such 
stock in trade as the dramatic appeal for 
the foreign missionary and over-empha- 
sized generalizations on the poverty and 
backwardness of the benighted peoples 
across the sea may have to be abandoned. 

We cannot look to armchair strategists 
for the answers to these difficult ques- 
tions. We must look to Him who guid- 
ed and empowered His early church. If 
we face the issues honestly and squarely, 
and if we humble ourselves and are pre- 
pared for whatever sacrifices may be de- 
manded, we can be sure that the same 
Holy Spirit who guided the early Chris- 
tians so unerringly through the complex 





problems of their day and age, will also 
show us the way. 

Whatever the way, it would seem that 
some way must be found to bring the 
national church and its leaders into 
partnership in the planning and execu- 
tion of all misstonary—not merely church 
—endeavor in each respective field. Mis- 
sions have gone through two stages thus 
far: first, the stage when the mission was 
everything and the church practically 
non-existent; second, the stage which 
we are presently concluding when mis- 
sion and church exist side by side; and 
there is a third stage, that upon which 
we are now entering, when the mission 
becomes absorbed by the church and its 
contribution to the evangelization of the 
unreached in a given area is eilected 
under the supervision of the national 
church, whose primary responsibility it is. 

This does not and should not imply 
the end of the missionary enterprise at 
home. It does imply a radical change of 
attitude and relationship to the newly 
established church on the field. 

In the light of all that has been said 
above, the question may naturally come: 
“Are we then to reduce the number of 
foreign missionaries sent forth? Must we 
discourage our young people from con- 
sidering the mission field?” The im- 
plications of such questions are disturb- 
ing to say the least, as we consider the 
possible effect of such an emphasis on 
our entire deputational program, on the 
missionary vision and interest of the 
churches, and on the spiritual lives of 
the young people themselves. 

But our measured answer is not in 
the affirmative. There is still a vast need 
all over the world. Population is in- 
creasing at a tremendous rate. (United 
Nations officials estimate the world’s in: 
habitants at between 3,295 and 3,990 
million by 1980.) The number of those 
without the gospel grows hourly; there 
are regions still unreached; the younger 
churches need much help and the forces 
opposed to the gospel are rampant all 
over the world. All this points up the 
urgent need for a stepped-up and more 
effective gospel offensive. For the fron- 
tier areas, among unreached Indian 
tribes, in the fast-multiplying centers of 
population, in strategic ministries and 
services, missionaries are urgently 
needed. 

If, by the grace of God and the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, the churches at 
home, the sending societies, and the out- 
going missionaries are enabled to enter 
into a true partnership with our na- 
tional brethern abroad, we believe that 
the task of world-wide evangelism will 
be carried out by greater numbers of 
missionaries and workers and on a scale 
never before imagined, as we work to- 
gether until that day of our Lord’s 
return. ENpD 
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EDITORIALS 
(Continued from page 7) 


of how he feels. The Psalmist does not 
say, “Praise the Lord—if you feel in the 
mood and get a blessing out of doing 
it.” No, he simply says, over and over 
again, “Praise the Lord.” And so, when 
we grow lax in our devotional life be- 
cause of our subjective feelings, we are 
really saying something like this: “Lord, 
I'm withholding from Thee the worship 
that belongs to Thee, because I’m not 
getting enough out of it.” What a 
strange reversal! What downright ego- 
tism! No wonder we grow cold and devo- 
tion loses its meaning. How could it be 
otherwise when our eyes are not upon 
the Lord but upon our feelings? 

In sober truth, to allow feelings to 
govern the worship of God is nothing 
but spiritual selfishness. There is a 
higher motive; ready obedience to the 
obligation of worship—not to get a bless- 
ing but just to give God the praise and 
honor due His holy Name regardless of 
how we feel. ‘The Christian who comes 
to God with this motive and perseveres 
in worship will never fail to find reality, 
but the reality will be the by-product, 
rather than the motive of obedience. 

As the beautiful hymn of Francis 
Xavier puts it: 

My God, I love Thee; not because I 

hope for Heaven thereby, 

Nor yet because who love Thee not 

must die eternally. 
' Thou, O my Jesus, Thou didst me 
upon the cross embrace; 

For me didst bear the nails and spear, 

and manifold disgrace; 

Then why, O blessed Jesus Christ, 

should I not love Thee well? 

Not for the hope of winning Heaven, 

or of escaping Hell; 

Not with the hope of gaining aught, 

not seeking a reward; 

But as Thyself has loved me, O ever- 

loving Lord! 

E’en so I love Thee, and will love, 

and in Thy praise will sing; 

Solely because Thou art my God, and 

my Eternal King. 
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AWAKENING IN BORNEO 
(Continued from page 5) 


down the spirit talismans in his room, 
half fearful that he might be struck dead 
as he did so. 

The missionary’s team carried out of 

the house all such objects, known as 
pantangs, but the women feared to let 
these things out through the doors. 
They had to go through the floor! 
. After all pantangs had gone it was as 
if a fog had been lifted and the atmos- 
phere was freed; not only the Christian 
team, but the whole house felt like 
singing and did so. God gave them their 
seal when hunting deer and pig the 
next day. Though a pig ran into the 
cemetery, they followed and killed it—a 
thing forbidden before. The deer fell 
to them through breaking its neck. 

These folk live community lives, and 
we have seen much of what might. be 
called “mass conversions,” but all are 
not regenerate when this happens. 
However, after this freeing of bondage 
to spirits many are indeed born of the 
Spirit of God, and these are the ones 
who show forth in varying degrees the 
fruit of the Spirit and who constitute 
the beacon light to both pagan and 
Roman. 

Northward (in the state of North 
Borneo), there are grand indications of 
that spontaneous life of the local church 
expanding into new parts. This applies 
to the unstable Tagal people just over 
the border; however time has not per- 
mitted them to develop to such a de- 
gree as in the Dusun areas further north. 
Here the missionary has only recently 
found time to visit a group of a hun- 
dred Christians, formed without him 
by natural expansion. What happened 
was that one of the villagers sought a 
witch doctor, who had migrated to an- 
other district, to minister to a ‘sick rela- 
tive. When the man was located, he 
refused the request, adding, “I am now 
a Christian.” 

The traveler pressed him and got the 
reply, “I will come as a Christian if you 
like.” 

“Well, I suppose that will do.” 

This man’s witness resulted in a few 
Christians in that village. They called 
our native evangelist, and at each of 
his successive visits the numbers went 
up. We had to get government permis- 
sion for our going as this part was not 
yet zoned to us, and by the time the 
missionary visited them there were a 
hundred Christians in the group. 

There are no bounds to local church 
expansion. Quite often the pagan call is 
for prayer in cases of illness. Our lead- 
ing Dusun has quite a ministry of heal- 
ing—not with medicines—but with 
prayer. The news spreads and leads on 
to spiritual hunger and response. Thank 
God for open doors and a fruitful field 





‘among Borneo pagans. Will you who 

read this take a burden from the Lord 

to pray that nationals of the country 

will get that burning heart and tireless 

feet to spread the gospel north, east,’ 
south (west is the sea!)? “How beauti- 

ful are the feet of them that preach the’ 
gospel of peace. . ...” 

* The first priority we have in the 

B.E.M. is to these indigenous pagan 

tribes. The government is against 

ized work among the Moslem Malays— 

mostly coastal, and the Chinese, also 

coastal. However, as the Lord blesses, 

vision enlarges and we are praying the 

government will clear the way for some 
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Chinese Christians from Hong Kong to 
return to Sarawak where an initial min- 
istry of theirs two years ago brought 
some scores of Chinese into the kingdom. 
They would be in association with us, 
and it would have the advantage of be- 
ing Chinese to Chinese. 

As to the Moslems: A Malan headman 
recently trusted Christ and is sending 
his son to our Bible school at Lawas. So 
far no opposition has appeared, but as 
God breaks into this stronghold of the 
enemy it will come. Pray for this entry 
of life and light to Chinese and Malays. 

In setting our target to be out of the 
country in ten years we seek to con- 
centrate the thirty-six white missionaries 
on efficient, speedy work aiming to fully 
equip leaders of the national church. 
For speed in our own evangelistic, pas- 
toral, and conference work we use an 
airplane. The alternative means of trans- 
port—walking or canoeing—get us about 
at approximately three miles an hour! 

It is five years now since our first 
plane flew in Borneo—a_ two-place 
Aeronca. It was soon succeeded by a 
bigger plane and to date 730 hours have 
been flown carrying missionaries, na- 
tionals, and freight some 68,000 miles, 
using seventeen airstrips (nine of which 
our people have made themselves in the 
interior). With all this, no accident so 
far to spoil life or limb or aircraft, be- 
yond a tailwheel or so. The drama of 
this only comes out in the story of the 
near misses. They are many—but God 
does not miss and overrides the law of 
averages. 

For building the local church we con- 
centrate on training the few and keeping 
the. pressure on translation of the Scrip- 
tures into at least four languages. The 
plan of translation is in two main steps. 
First, after initial revision, the work is 
duplicated and put out to the people 
in this expendable form. Should Com- 
munism or some other power eject us 
from the country, the local church would 
have to preserve or copy these as best it 
could. Normally, however, the second 
step would follow after a year or so of 
circulation, that is, further revision and 
writing up prior to printing by the 
Bible society in permanent form. 

In our biennial conference, nationals 
sit in with us and they also share the 
staffing of the Bible school. These repre- 
sentatives have come up from an illiter- 
ate people where to form a student is 
a work in itself. However,.a number of 
these men of God could compete with 
the best of us in talent and scholastic 
ability were they given the opportunity. 

Though Borneo is an open door, will 
you write “urgent” over the work in 
your prayers and pray that we mission- 
aries may not, any one of us, in any de- 
gree, hinder the floodtide of -God’s 
Spirit in the spread of His plans for this 
great island country. ENpD 


ETERNITY 








In 1954, World Vision, Inc. brought 2212 Korean pastors 
together in Seoul for a pastors’ conference. They met to pray 
and wait on God for revival. This 6-day conference, led by 
Dr. Bob Pierce and the World Vision evangelistic team, was 
the largest gathering of Christian pastors ever held in the Orient. 


Many urgent pleas have come from these same pastors . . 
“Come back . . . Come back to Korea. .. .” Because of what 
happened there, the crisis areas of Indo-china and Formosa 
request similar conferences. 


Continuing to meet emergency needs in crisis areas, World 
Vision, Inc. will gather a greater number of Korean pastors 
for another conference in September. Pastors’ conferences will 
also be held in the Philippines, Indo-china and Formosa. 

Dr. Pierce will lead an evangelistic team composed of Dr. C. T. 
Cook, editor, “The Christian,” London, England, Major Allister 
Smith of the Salvation Army, consistent British Keswick speaker, 
Rev. Richard C. Halverson, Dr. V. Raymond Edman, President of 
Wheaton College, and others. 


We appreciate your prayers and financial support to make 
these pastors’ conferences possible. $10.00 will pay half 
the transportation and food to bring a pastor to the con- 
ference. 


Send your gifts to: 


WORLD VISION, inc. 


DR. FRANK C. PHILLIPS, Executive Secretary 
P. O. Box 151, Portland 7, Oregon 









1954 Korea Pastors’ Conference: Top 
photo, pastors crying out to God for 
revival. Center, Dr. Pierce preaches 
as Pastor Han interprets. Below, 2212 
pastors registered for conference. 
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